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December 10th 
Program

This month, our Operations 
Director, Jeff Greene, is going 
to demonstrate his methods of 
turning pens.  Jeff is fairly new 
to turning and it will be quite 
interesting to see what he has 
learned.  

Coming up next month is the 
1st birthday party for the 
Catoctin Area Turners 
organization!  We have had a 
very successful 2009.  We 
have a membership list of over 
50 members with new 
additions coming each month, 
a treasury in the black, and 
have already had a reknowned 
turner demonstrate to us. 
 Let's see if we can't make 
2010 even better!

There will be more information 
coming concerning the details 
of the party, date, time, 
location, etc.  Let me leave 
you with this little tid-bit. 
 There is going to be quite a 
raffle, but you have to be 
there to win!

CAT Officers
President
   Tom Boley
   540-338-1718
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Program Director
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 Catoctin
     Area
         Turners

Issue Number 11 December 2009



Well, my fellow woodturners 
and members of Catoctin 
Area Turners, it has been a 
year already.  This will be our 
twelfth meeting since we 
started this woodturning club 
and it has been a terrific year. 
 We have had some really 
interesting demonstrations, 
including one woodturning 
demo in which the 
demonstrator didn’t even 
need to use the lathe!  Show 
and Tell each month has been 
very inspiring to me and I bet 
to you, too.  We have some 
really skilled turners in our 
midst and many who WILL be 
skilled turners as they continue 
to stand at the lathe and 
practice.  We had a very 
enjoyable picnic at BRNP. 
 The weather was terrific, the 
food was outstanding, and the 
company was very enjoyable. 
 Raffles and silent auctions at 
nearly all our meetings have 
not only netted some folks 
some really great deals but 
have added to our financial 
standing, too.  November saw 
our first outside paid 
demonstrator and our first 
woodturning workshop.  And 
we have acquired a full size 
lathe and oversized band saw! 
 It has been a good year. 

 Thank you all for all your 
support to our officers and to 
each other in all that you have 
done to make it a success. 
 Our attendance has run 
consistently at about 35 to 40 
month after month so every 
member takes some of the 
credit for making this work.  

We have two new officers on 
the Board now who you 
elected last month.  Debra 
Breton will be editing and 
publishing our newsletter and 
Don Maloney will be our 
Program Director, finding 
suitable demonstrators to 
present interesting topics 
each month.  I suspect we will 
also have more workshops, 
thanks to our friends at 
Woodcraft who are willing to 
let us use their classroom and 
lathes.  I am confident that 
2010 will be a banner year 
for us.  

Jeff Greene will be doing our 
demonstration at the 
December meeting.  What is 
really interesting here is that 
Jeff is really a brand new 
turner and yet he is going to 
do the demo for us.  “How 
can this be?” you ask yourself. 
 The answer is that Jeff has 

been really bitten by the 
woodturning bug and makes 
round whenever he has the 
chance.  He has made a ton 
of pens and is willing to share 
his knowledge with the rest of 
us.  As you know, Jeff is also 
our Operations Director, even 
though he has only been a 
woodturner for less than a 
year.   You do not need vast 
woodturning experience to 
become a vital part of 
Catoctin Area Turners.  You 
just have to be interested. 
 Thanks, Jeff.

This is the month when the 
Call of the Lathe can get 
pretty loud as you realize you 
need to make some gifts for 
family and friends and don’t 
have much time left to do it. 
 Now is the time to grab a 
couple of those bowls you 
roughed out from green 
wood last spring and finish 
them.  Mount ‘em back up, re-
round ‘em, and finish ‘em off. 
 Voila!  Instant Christmas gifts! 
 Don’t you just love being a 
woodturner!

Call of the Lathe
Tom Boley
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Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: (703) 737-7880
Fax: (703) 737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com

Organizations such as the Catoctin Area Turners would not exist if it weren't for 
the kindness of their sponsors.  We are blessed to have the Leesburg, Virginia 
Woodcraft store supporting us and our activities.  If it wasn't for their initial 
kindness, the Catoctin Area Turners might still only be an idea.  Please remember 
this and support them at every opportunity!

Well the holidays are around the corner and I have taken a few minutes to get 
away from the lathe and get this newsletter out the door and in your email box.

Last month we had a terrific demo by Mark St. Leger.  I was sure tempted to try 
and make several of those boxes for gifts this year, but I think I will stick with things 
that I know how to do.  It is too close to the holidays to be trying something new. 
 That will teach me to procrastinate.

This month we have Jeff Greene giving us a demo on pen turning.  Jeff is fairly 
new to turning and it will be interesting to get a fresh take on something many of 
us take for granted.

It is with a little sadness that I have to inform you that this will be my last newsletter. 
 I have truly enjoyed my time on the board and recommend to everyone that they 
find some time to volunteer and help the club.  This is truly a great bunch of folks. 
 Luckily, one of those great folks is taking over the editor position.  Many of you 
know Deb Breton from the club meetings.  She is going to be a wonderful addition 
to the board this year.  I expect she will bring the same magic to the newsletter as 
she does to her turnings. 

Keep turning and I will see you at the meetings.

The Editor's Bench
Robert Peesel
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Turning for the Troops
On the weekend before Veterans’ Day, Woodcraft of Leesburg sponsored a pen 
turning operation in the store and in Dulles Town Center, right in the middle of the 
Mall.  They had asked for help from CAT for pen turners to come assist the public 
turn a pen for our service men and women in Iraq and Afghanistan.  More than 15 
members of our woodturning club showed up over the two days to help and more 
than 325 pens were turned.  Some were done by our turners and the store staff 
while waiting on customers but the vast majority were done by folks who stopped 
in the store or who were wandering by in the Mall and took the time to do 
something like this for our troops.  Thanks to all who helped from Barbara Eckert 
and Lee Hanson.
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Banshee Reeks Help
On Saturday,, Dec 19 from 9am to 3pm, we will be doing 2 pretty big projects here.
1st: lumber milling: we have 2-3000 BF of red & white oak, ash and possibly some 
beech we will be milling.
2nd: we will begin removing all the woody debris (small trees and shrubs) from the 
dam at the Springhouse Pond.
 
I would like to invite anyone from CAT to come out and participate. 
 
We will need only about 2-3 people assisting with the milling but if it’s something no 
one has seen, then it’s nearly as much fun as a circus – at least for folks involved in 
woodworking.  For the woody debris removal, we’ll need 8-12 folks. 
 
I would suggest everyone bring their own gloves (leather is preferable), loppers 
and/or pruners if they have them and lunch if they plan to stay past noon. We’ll eat 
in the Education Annex and I’ll have drinks.
 
The only power tools allowed will be my own and then only staff and special trained 
volunteers can use them. So, no on needs to bring a chain saw.
 
I would appreciate it if you could pass the word and if anyone has any questions, 
please have them email me: ron.circe@loudoun.gov
 
By the way, unless it’s pouring rain or snowing like Buffalo, NY, we’re still doing 
it…temperature IS NOT an issue J
 
Happy Trails
Ron Circé
Manager, Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve
21085 The Woods Rd
Leesburg, VA 20175
703.669.0316
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Club News
CAT Lending Library
We are still trying to populate the CAT 
lending library.  This will allow members 
to check out tapes, books, or DVD’s for 
a low monthly fee. The library will be 
available at each club meeting and 
member will pay for one month at the 
time of pickup and return the item at the 
next meeting (or pay an additional 
month). We’ll be working with AAW to 
see if we can get some grant money to 
help but please consider donating any 

item you have that you no longer use to 
benefit the club.  The board has set 
aside $250 for Dale Bright to purchase 
our initial inventory of DVD's and 
Burghan Pugh has agreed to act as the 
librarian.  If you have items to donate, 
feel free to bring them to any of our 
meetings.  Thanks, Burghan!

CAT Minutes – 
The November 12, 2009 CAT meeting 
was called to order by our president, 
Tom Boley at approximately 6:30.  
Since we had a special presentation 
that evening we suspended the silent 
auction and raffle.  We did do Show 
and Tell and had a business meeting, 
during which we held our election of 
officers for 2010.  We will continue into 
2010 with our existing officers, with the 
exception of two offices.  Both Dave 
Martin and Bob Peesel have done 
terrific jobs in their roles as CAT officers 
for 2009.  Both Dave and Bob, 
however, have outside commitments 
which have placed increased demands 
of their time, and they have asked to 
step down for 2010.  We are fortunate 
in that we have tapped other talented 
members of our young club in order to 
fill Bob and Dave’s shoes.  Don 

Maloney is our new program manager 
for 2010 and Debra Breton is our 
newsletter editor.  Many thanks to Bob 
and Dave, and grateful thanks to Deb 
and Don for stepping up as our new 
officers.

The evening program was presented by 
the first outside demonstrator for our 
club.  Renowned turner Mark St. Leger 
made his “Rock-a-Bye Box” from start 
to finish, including making three jigs for 
the lathe.  Mark had, earlier in the day, 
taught a class at the Leesburg 
Woodcraft on making this box, and 
provided the speed version to the club 
this evening.



This month I would like to introduce you to the new newsletter editor,  Deb Breton. 
 Before joining CAT, I met Deb at a CAW meeting.  It turns out that Deb lived a 
mile and a half from me!  Since the initial meeting, Deb has really taken off with her 
woodturning and has entered juried shows and currently has work on display in 
Atlanta, Georgia!  Deb was nice enough to take several minutes to answer several 
questions for us.  Read her answers below.

How long have you been turning?

I Started in 2002 with a Jet mini lathe, wasn't even sure 
how to turn it on. So I joined the Capitol Area 
Woodturners- talk about intimidating - over 100 guys 
and 1 gal besides me. I rented some videos at the first 
meeting, bought some books and and that's how it all 
began. .

How much time do you spend turning?

I try to get out in the shop as much as I can. Sometimes, 
if  we are doing an upcoming show, I'll turn 10+ hours a 
day in the weeks before it. 

What is your favorite type of piece to make?

Have just recently begun to explore hollow forms, they are a challenge and they keep me 
focused, but I can just as easily find the joy in turning just about anything except maybe pens, am 
burned out on those...

What is your most memorable woodturning moment?

Using the Kel McNaughton coring system for the first time. Holy Crap! I still haven't mastered it!!!

Have you entered any shows or competitions?

Yes, Debbie Woods and I both enter juried shows as "The Debs Woodturning".  We also sell 
online at www.thedebs.com.  I turn for the sheer pleasure of it and enjoy it when a person picks 
up a finished piece and likes it so well they want to give it a new home. Currently we have 2 
displays at Invesco's Corprate Headquarters in Atlanta GA., we were selected to represent in the 
wood artisans category as part of the American Artists Exhibit featured there.  As for competitions 
- I don't particularly enjoy anything competitive, in fact I golf with the sole purpose of fun and 
maybe beating my last score, nothing more...

Deb Breton

6

Time with a Turner



Any advice for new turners?

PRACTICE, there is no substitute for good skills. ENJOY - have FUN, it's the journey not the 
destination that counts.  LEARN about the wood- how it dries (tangentially), how certain woods 
command certain finishes based on what its function will be. By joining a woodturning club it will 
jumpstart you on the right track. I would like to see CAT get a skill enhancement program going, 
with so many talented artisans in our club this would be a bonus for any turner - I sure could use 
a lesson on the Kel McNaughton coring tool,  hint- hint.

What is in your shop today?

The shop is a 20' x 20' - 2 car garage with window and doors affording lots of natural light. 
We've 2 lathes, a Powermatic 3520a (which Dale Nish sold us at a woodturning event) and Jet 
mini lathe. A band saw w/riser, dust collection, drill press, pnuematic scaler, powercrafter, dremel, 
razertip woodburner, airbrush, spray gun and finally a very, very loud compressor. 

Where are you from?

Originally born in San Antonio, TX. Lived in Erlangen, Germany, then Edgewood Arsenal MD. 
Finally my father retired to Florida from the Armed Services in 1973. Lived in St. Petersburg for 28 
years before moving here to Potomac Falls, VA in 1999.

What do you, or did you do for a living?

Had been in the graphics industry for 20+ years, now full time woodturner, birder (collect data for 
the Loudoun County Bird Atlas program), organic gardner and mommy to 5 rescue cats.
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Meeting Information
Catoctin Area Turner meetings 
are held at the Banshee 
Reeks Nature Preserve on the 
second Thursday of the 
month.  Meetings start at 6:30 
at the Education Annex across 
from the visitor center. 

From Leesburg, BRNP can be 
reached by going south on 
US15 towards Warrenton then 
makin a left on Evergreen Mills 
Rd. (Route 621).   Travel south 
about 5.3 miles.   After 
passing the entrance to the 
Loudoun County Landfill on 
the right, take the next right, 
Woods Road and travel about 
a mile.  The entrance to the 
park is on the left. Woods 
Road is gravel but passable 

for all types of vehicles. 
 Once in the Preserve, stay 
on the paved road until 
reaching the parking for the 
visitor center and annex on 
the left. The Education Annex 
is the white building to the 
right of the large stone Visitor 
Center. The Annex entrance is 
on the back side of the 
building. Look forward to 
seeing you there.

Directions from other 
locations are found at the link 
below.

From Gilbert's Corner, drive 
north on Rt 15 for 4.3 miles 
and turn right on Oatlands Mill 
Road. Go straight across 
Gleedsville Road and watch 
for the park entrance on the 

right.

From the southeast, take Rt 
50 west to Evergreen Mill 
Road and turn right. Follow 
Evergreen Mill Road about 8 
miles to The Woods Road 
and turn left. The park 
entrance will be about a mile 
along on the left.

Banshee Reeks Nature 
Reserve is located at:

21085 The Woods Road
Leesburg, VA 20175

703-737-7843

You can find out more 
information about the 

Preserve at 
www.bansheereeks.org
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Show and Tell!
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Last month everyone was so excited about see Mark St. Leger, they neglected to 
bring their items to be photographed!  In place of Show and Tell this week, I have a 
couple pictures from the demonstration.  Enjoy.



Classifieds
1.  Delta Dust Collector with pleated Dust Dog top cannister and 
plastic bag for catching sawdust (not shown)  $350
2.  Four-roller homemade outfeed stand, variable height, with solid 
cover for rollers (red oak)  $75
Both from Tom Boley, 540-338-1718.




