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The President’s Page
George Carrigan

I

t's been two months, and too long to go between meetings. I'm sure glad CAT participated in The Woodworking Show in Chantilly, because it fell right after we had

to cancel our March meeting. Many thanks to Tom Boley for all his work in setting up
the Woodworking Show ,and thanks to everyone that helped make it a great experience. Only time will tell, but I think we'll have at least a dozen new members showing
up at either CAW or CAT in the near future. Therefore, If you see a new face at one of
our future meetings, make sure you welcome them into the vortex of turning. If you
haven‟t heard, it appears that the show will not be returning to Chantilly next year. Rumor has it that they will be moving the show to Fredericksburg because apparently
Wal-Mart bought the building and the parking lot at the Expo center . That may be a
little too far to drive but it will sure save me some money.
Since we had to cancel last month‟s meeting, this month we'll start the “bring
back feature” that we previously discussed doing . I will be starting this project out by
brining in a Maple burl hollow form on a pedestal. Don‟t worry if you forgot how this
goes, as we will go over the process again at the meeting. Roy Aber will be handing
out a raffle ticket for each member who wants to participate, so make sure you find
him before the meeting to get yours. The raffle ticket won't cost you a dime, and it's a
great way to start or add to our own collections. Also, because the March meeting was cancelled, we missed Bill Fowkes‟ demo. Terry Lund, our Program Director, is
working overtime trying to re-schedule Bill for another month. I'll let him explain the
new schedule at the meeting. We will have David Reed Smith from Maryland as our
featured demonstrator this month.

Continue page 3
2

Continued from page 2

T

here has been some discussion among the board members about doing a
hands on turning session at either the picnic in July, or possibly getting a jump

on the Woodcraft turning pens for the troops event. The board would like to hear what
you, the members, think, and what you would like to do for the picnic. This could be a
casual turn-a-thon where we set up a couple lathes and have the pen kits already predrilled for anyone to turn a couple pens. Or, we could set up a couple mini lathes and
let anyone interested in showing off just go at it. Think about it and I'll bring it up at the
meeting. Remember, that you must be a AAW member to turn at any of the club activities for insurance purposes.
One last thing, I made my first real box and I'll bring it to the next meeting.
George Carrigan
CAT President
————————————————————
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Upcoming Demonstrations
By Terry Lund

April 14:
Our demonstrator for April will be David Reed Smith from Hampstead,
MD. David has published many articles about his work, and there is a lot of information
on his web site at http://www.davidreedsmith.com. He will be featuring two projects:
Blue Bowl Reversing (published in Spring 2010 Woodturning Design and available on
his web site at http://www.davidreedsmith.com/Articles/BlueBowlReversing/
blue_bowl_reversing.htm, and a homemade Shear Tools.

May 12:

Hands On Turning

June 9:

Bob Rosand

July 16:

Annual CAT picnic (Banshee Reeks)

Aug 11:

Barbara Dill - "Multi Axis Turning"

See additional information for all
below.

The rest of the 2011 programs are still being planned, but we are trying to arrange to
have the following:
Jamie Donaldson (http://www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com/),
Keith Holt (http://www.kholtartwork.com/), and
Alan Lacer (http://www.alanlacer.com/).
—————————————————————————
Just in case anyone needs a reminder, April 15 is the magic day
that those tax returns must be
filed, or ask our dear uncle for
an extension.
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Upcoming Demonstrations
(continued from p. 4)

June - Bob Rosand demonstration and workshop (description on page 6). Bob is a
nationally known turner who specializes in various kinds of ornaments. His web site at
http://www.rrosand.com describes his work, and we will finalize the contents of his
demonstration before the April meeting.
————————————————————
July - Our annual CAT picnic will be held on Sat July 16 at Banshee Reeks, and it will
replace the regularly scheduled meeting for this month. During the picnic we will have
an opportunity for another hands-on turning session to turn pens as part of the Woodcraft "Turning for Troops" program. Details will be provided in future newsletters.
————————————————————
August - Barbara Dill - "Multi Axis Turning" - Barbara is a well known VA turner from
near Richmond. She will be providing a CAT demo and associated workshop for 6
participants. Her work is described on her web site at http://www.barbaradill.com.
Please let Terry know if there are specific areas of her work you would like to have
Barbara demonstrate at our meeting and/or incorporate into the workshop. We expect
her workshop to cost $85 and we will finalize the details before the June meeting.

Show and Tell
Sorry, but no show and tell in this month’s newsletter as we were
forced to cancel our March meeting due to inclement weather.
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Upcoming Workshops
By Terry Lund

Bob Rosand - June / $70
Barbara Dill - August / $85
Jamie Donaldson - TBD / $85
Keith Holt - TBD / TBD
Alan Lacer - November / $100
Next Workshop:
Bob Rosand will present our first workshop for 2011. It will be held on Friday June 10
at Woodcraft. Bob is an engaging and dynamic presenter, and this should be a great
demonstration and workshop combination. You can read more about Bob Rosand at
his web site http://www.rrosand.com/. We will have additional details about the workshop plans in the April newsletter.
The hands-on workshop day with Bob Rosand will be held on June 10. Registration
is only available to CAT members until April 20, however, after that date, we will
open up registration for any remaining spots to CAW and AVT members. Send a
check payable to Catoctin Area Turners for $70 to Terry Lund 14592 Nina Ct. Waterford, VA 20197 to reserve a spot at the workshop.
Planning for Future Workshops:
As you can see from the program plans described earlier, we've lined up some pretty
well known demonstrators who will also offer a full day hands-on workshop for 6 participants at Woodcraft in Leesburg. The cost of the workshop is covered by the fee
charged to the participants, and we can only hold the workshop if we can confirm that
we have 6 paid participants at least 30 days ahead of the workshop.
We will open registration for each workshop for CAT members 3 months before the
actual workshop and they have a month to send Terry a check made out to Catoctin
Area Turners for the amount of the workshop fees to secure a place at the workshop.
If we do not have at least 6 participants from CAT signed up 2 months before the
workshop date, we will open up the registration to members of Apple Valley Turners
(AVT) in Winchester, and Capital Area Woodturners (CAW) in Alexandria.
We will accept names (with a check) for a waiting list for each demonstration. Your
check will be held until the day of the workshop, and you can get a full refund (the
check will be returned to you) if your place at the workshop is filled by another person.
We have structured the workshop fees so that CAT does not subsidize the costs of the
workshop, so that's why we need to confirm we have 6 participants paid at least 30
days in advance for each workshop.
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Planning a Hands-On
By Terry Lund

T

he CAT Board members have been discussing a number
of ideas for providing some type of hands-on turning opportunity for CAT members. We initially thought about using
one of the regular meeting dates for a hands-on session, but
have more or less come to the conclusion that this might not be
the best idea for several reasons, including that our meeting
time is somewhat limited and the logistics of setting up multiple
lathes at BRNC are not trivial. However, we are interested in getting member feedback
about this or any of these ideas, so we can understand the level of interest.
We would like to consider organizing a hands-on session outside of a regular
meeting time, perhaps on a Saturday at one of our member shops where there's
enough room to have several lathes set up, which could be done in advance, and we
would have more flexibility for what activities can be handled. The idea of these sessions would be that anybody who is an AAW member, and CAT member, could come
with their questions or their interest in some project, and we will have some more experienced folks available to help answer questions or show how to do
"whatever". CAW holds two "skills enhancement" sessions as they call them twice a
month, and this is a similar idea that we hope would be of interest to any of the CAT
members, regardless of your skill or experience level. If there are CAT members who
have not purchased a lathe yet, this is a great opportunity to do some actual turning.
Once we determine that there is sufficient interest from the members for organizing this kind of an activity, we will work out the various alternatives and possibilities, but first we need to get feedback from the
members. Please email Terry Lund at
terry.lund@gmail.com or bring your feedback comments to the April meeting.
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Renewals for 2011 are due and will be
accepted at our next meeting. Should you
not be able to attend, you are certainly encouraged to make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our
treasurer,
Individuals: $30

Family: $45

Mark Kaplan
12013 Canter Ln,
Reston, VA 20191

2011 CAT Officers
President
George Carrigan
716-812-0096
George.carrigan@yahoo.com

Vice President
Jeremy Baker
571-246-5166
jeremywbaker@gmail.com

Secretary
David Bell
703-476-0839
new.turner@offthisweek.com

Operations Director
Jeff Greene
703-787-1858
jeff_greene@bmc.com

Treasurer
Mark Kaplan
703-608-6914
markap6@comcast.net

Program Director
Terry Lund
585-455-2517
terry.lund@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Ron Cote
703-444-0026
ron4519cote@yahoo.com

Support Volunteers
Burgan Pugh - Lending Library
Terry Lund
- Mentors / rep to VWI
- Silent Auction
Roy Aber
- Raffle Tickets
Juan Gil
- Equipment listing
Chet Olson
- Web site/Gallery Photos
Jeter Benbow - Gallery Photos
Brian Sullivan - Bulk Purchases
Jeremy Baker - Arborist Extraordinaire
Tom Boley
- Newsletter Proofreader / rep to VWI

Don‟t forget the kids or the grand
kids. This is a great time of the
year.
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The Editor’s Bench
by Ron Cote

I

hope that those of you who participated in the Woodworking Show enjoyed it as much as I did. I hadn‟t
done many spinning tops prior to the show, but after my
3rd and 4th hour of turning, my production level had definitely increased to the point that I was beginning to run
out of wood. I had thought that I had brought plenty of
wood. Surprise! I had also brought my chatter tool that I
had purchased off of CAW‟s C.A. Savoy a number of years ago, but I never had any
real success in using this tool. Now coincidently, C.A. was turning next to me, and he
quickly provided me with a quick tutorial. Next, using my colored markers, I became
an artist. Hmm! I wonder if Binh Pho would like some lessons?
But really, the best part of the turning for me was to actually slow down, and
sometimes stop turning to actually talk to those folks who were kind enough to watch
us. To me, this is what our participation in the show was really about. Their interest in
understanding our passion and how can they get involved was just great. I would be
very surprised if CAT and CAW don‟t see any of these faces at our next meetings.

A big thank you to Barry Gross of BG Artforms who had a booth at the show.
Jeff Greene and I spent a few minutes and dollars with him at the show. He also provided us with some great pen finishing tips. The following day I sent him a thank you
email note for his tips. In return, Barry forwarded one of his pen videos for our club
library. For those of you who don‟t know Barry, his books and videos are a very good
source for we pen makers. Check out Barry‟s web site at http://www.bgartforms.com/
and I will bring in three pens to our next meeting that I completed using his method.
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Monthly Meeting
Next meeting: Thursday, April 14, 2010, 6:30 pm
Location: Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve,
Leesburg, VA
This month demonstrator/speaker:
David Reed Smith from Hampstead, MD

Terry Lund would like to have a member take over the coordination of our Mentor

Program as we now have a volunteer for the Equipment list. This tasks takes a small
amount of time in any given month. Speak to Terry at any of the meetings or contact
him with the information listed on the officers page.
We are also looking for someone who can typically arrive a few minutes early for each
meeting to set up the coffee pot and supplies and to make sure things are cleaned up
and put away at the end of the meeting. Having someone available to handle this task
(or a couple of people can trade off different months) will help make our setup and clean
up activities easier and faster.
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Arbor Day
30 April 2011
Middleburg, VA

T

his year‟s Arbor Day will be held at the Hill School in Middleburg. This is a beautiful 120 acre site on the south
side of Middleburg. There is excellent infrastructure (barns,
power, lighting, tables, shelters, etc.). To get to the “hub” area
that will used, turn south on The Plains Road from the west
end of Middleburg (Route 50). Go ½ mile and turn left into site
at Arbor Day sign. Hope to see many of you there.

————————————————————————————————

Florida Wood - For Sale

In early February, Tom Boley made a trip to Florida with his wife, Judi,
to visit one of Judi's childhood friends. Thinking ahead, they drove the F150 in order to bring back some of that great Florida wood. Dropping Judi off at her friend's
home near Jacksonville, Tom drove on to St. Petersburg the following day and
bought a truck load of wood, mostly East Indian rosewood but some camphor, mimosa, red gum eucalyptus, Australian cypress, and Cuban mahogany. Tom would
have brought the wood to our March meeting, but as you know, it was canceled.
Therefore, he will bring some of this wood to the April CAT meeting for sale to club
members and guests. Prices range from about $20 to $100. If you may be interested, you might want to bring some $$$ or your checkbook.
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Advice from The Arborist
Jeremy
Baker
Jeff Greene

S

pring is upon us, or so the calendar
says. As I write this, it is 40 degrees out
with rain drizzling down… I‟m certain that
some of you are beginning to think about
getting your yards ready for the upcoming
growing season. Please ponder this article on mulching as you get to it. As always, I
welcome ideas for future articles or questions regarding this one.
jeremywbaker@gmail.com

Proper Mulching Techniques
Benefits of Proper Mulching
*Helps maintain soil moisture. Evaporation is reduced, and the need for watering can
be minimized.*
*Helps control weeds. A 2”-4” layer of mulch will reduce the germination and growth of
weeds.*
*Insulation. Mulch keeps soils warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer.*
*Improved quality of soil. Many types of mulch can improve soil aeration and structure
and can improve drainage.*
*Some types of mulch can improve soil fertility.*
*A layer of mulch can help inhibit some types of plant disease.*
*Helps facilitate lawn maintenance and reduce the risk of mechanical damage from
weed-whips or lawn mowers.*
Trees growing in a natural forest environment have their roots anchored in a rich, wellaerated soil full of essential nutrients. The soil is blanketed by leaves and organic materials that replenish nutrients and provide an optimal environment for root growth and
mineral uptake. Urban landscapes, however, are typically a much harsher environment with poor soils, little organic matter, and large fluctuations in temperature and
moisture. Applying a 2”-4” layer of mulch can help mimic a more natural environment
and improve plant health. The roots of most trees can extend to a width of 2-3 times
the diameter of the canopy of the tree. Additionally, most of the fine, nutrient and
moisture absorbing roots are located in the top few inches of the soil.
(Continued on page 12)
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Advise from the Arborist
(continued from p.11)
by Jeremy Baker

These roots require oxygen and moisture to survive. A thin layer of mulch, applied as
broadly as practical, can improve the soil structure, oxygen levels, temperature, and
moisture availability where these roots grow.
Not too much!!
As beneficial as mulch is, too much can be harmful. The generally recommended
depth is 2”-4”. Unfortunately, Virginia landscapes are falling victim to a plague of overmulching. A new term, „mulch volcanoes,‟ has emerged to describe mulch that has
been piled up around the base of trees. Most organic mulches must be replenished,
but the amount of replenishment required depends upon the rate of mulch decomposition within your landscape. Thoroughly inspect your mulch beds to ensure that you
maintain only a 2”-4” level around your trees and shrubs.

Proper Mulching
*Rake the old mulch to break up any matted layers prior to adding new mulch.*
*Keep mulch back a minimum of 2” from the trunks of trees and shrubs*
*Use a well aerated and composted organic mulch to help improve soil conditions.
Avoid sour-smelling mulch!*
*Composted wood chips that contain leaves and bark make great mulch.*
*Mulch a 2”-4” layer out to the drip-line of the tree, or farther if practical.*
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Mentoring Program

W

by Terry Lund

e have established a mentoring program for CAT members, so Terry Lund is looking
for volunteers to be mentors as well as requests from any of our members who would

like to be paired up with a mentor in one of the following areas of interest for turning skills, or
for general mentoring activity. Terry will have sign-up forms for those who want to be a mentor as well as for those who would like to be matched up with an assigned mentor at the next
meeting on April 14. If you are interested in either opportunity but will not be at the meeting,
please contact him via email at terry.lund@gmail.com or call him on his cell phone 585-4552517. Please include your name, address, phone number, email address, and indicate your level
of experience as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with a mentor who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible, and if we get enough mentors to sigh up, we will also try to match based on
one of the following areas of interest, or feel free to mention another area of interest.
Areas of interest for mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens and Pencils

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads

We are still looking for a volunteer to replace Terry as the Mentor coordinator
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

Terry Lund

Juan Gil will now maintain a listing of what lathes members own, which can be used by
other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan is interested in adding some additional information to this listing to also include some specialized
tooling or other items that might be of interest to other members, such as the following items:
1. Hollowing system(s)
2. Coring system(s)
3. Favorite turning tool
4. Favorite homemade tool
5. What model bandsaw
6. What model(s) chainsaw
7. Favorite web site related to woodturning
There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the April meeting, and Juan will
have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information, or you can now contact Juan
Gil via email at juanggil@att.net (his information is also listed on the contact page on CAT
web site to get a copy of the form if you are not able to attend the meeting).

NOTICE * New Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: 703-737-7880
Fax: 703-737-6166

Leesburg@woodcraft.com

Store Hours:

Sun:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:

9 AM— 5 PM Thr: 9 AM— 9 PM
9 AM—9 PM Fri: 9 AM— 9 PM
9 AM— 9 PM Sat: 9 AM- - 6 PM
9 AM— 9 PM

Show your CAT membership card and get a 10% DISCOUNT! Valid Thursday thru Sunday of each monthly meeting week.

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Located near the Dulles Expo Center at
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
I would suggest that you give them a call prior to making the trip to ensure that they
are open.
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Tom Boley Woodturning Workshops (Leesburg / Woodcraft)
2011 Schedule
Basic Bowl Turning: 21 May
Natural Edge Bowls: 18 Jun
Basic Bowl Turning: 30 Jul

Mark Supik Woodturning Workshops (Baltimore, MD)
2011 Schedule
The Right Start, Spindle Turning:
Saturday, May 28
Sunday, June 12
Bowl Turning:
Sunday, May 29
Saturday, June 11
Classes are all day (8:30 AM to 5 PM) $150 fee includes tools, materials, lunch and great donuts. 20% discount for woodturning club members. For more information, call 410-732-8414 or visit our website
www.marksupikco.com. All classes are appropriate for beginning turners, but experienced turners tell us the
classes are helpful for them too. Please phone Mark with questions about the class content, projects or to
discuss a specific skill you'd like to work on.

More info at: www.marksupikco.com
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2011 AAW Symposium
June 24—26
St. Paul Minnesota
At the St. Paul River Center

Additional information on this symposium can found in the AAW site.
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/recent_info.htm
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