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The President’s Page
George Carrigan

I

t's time again for the annual Catoctin Area Turners summer picnic. As always, we'll have
BBQ chicken and pork from Red, Hot, and Blue in Leesburg with side dishes and desserts

from the membership. Don’t get enough time to turn at home? We'll also have a couple lathes
set up for anyone who would like to turn. Bring some tools, a couple pieces of wood to make a
quick spinning top, or a ring holder, and show off your skills to all our guests and significant
others. We'll even have a prize for the best turning done at the picnic judged by a vote of your
peers. We'll start setting up about 10:00 am, and we can party until about 2:00 or 3:00 pm. I've
also worked out a deal on a special raffle drawing in addition to our regular raffle for an Easy
Wood Tool from Woodcraft. These tools are unbelievably easy to use and we can unwrap it
before the raffle drawing for everyone to give it a try. See you all there.
Ralph Redmond was the “bring back” winner for May. So Ralph is on the clock for
June. I've known Ralph for three years now, and his turnings have gotten better and better. He
probably doesn't like to be put out there, but he's a perfect example of a guy who's worked on
his skills and his woodturning shows it. I can't wait to see what he brings in.
A friend of mine in Florida sent me a picture (I won't share it with you because it's too
gross) of another friends left thumb and left thumb nail. Let's just say they're no longer connected. He was drilling a hole in a metal ruler on a drill press so he could hang it on a nail. He
was holding the ruler in his left hand and operating the drill press with the right hand. The drill
caught in the ruler and the ruler spun like a propeller. In a fraction of a second, an experienced
wood turner and woodworker is the victim of a foolish and senseless accident. I'm not telling
you this to belittle my friend, but rather to remind everyone that accidents just don't happen.
The victim knew he should have used a clamp on the ruler, but he was in a hurry and he paid
the price. Stop and think, so that I don't use your accident as an example to others.
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(continued)

One last thing, in doing some research on lathes I came across an 18th century Great
Wheel Lathe that the wood turner would use to turn larger objects. It required an apprentice to
crank the six foot or larger wheel connected by belts and pulleys to the turners work station.
My thought is that the next time she complains about my needing a bigger lathe I'll show her
what I could do with her help if she wants to be my apprentice. Hmm, on second thought,
maybe not.

George Carrigan
CAT President
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Upcoming Demonstrations
By Terry Lund

Saturday Jun 16: Annual CAT picnic
Please see President’s page and watch for emails from David
Bell on any of the specifics.

Jul 16:

Jamie Donaldson

The Jamie Donaldson workshop is on Friday July 13. It’s currently full, with one person on the waiting list. We certainly appreciate Terry Lund’s efforts in getting us these wonderful turners and especially the use of his workshop.
Jamie is an experienced instructor for all aspects of turning bowls, both functional
items, as well as artistic items. The people who register will have an opportunity to provide input to the topics to be covered for the workshop. You can read more about his work at http://
www.jamiedonaldsonwoodturner.com.
Please contact Terry if you have any questions about this workshop, or if you have suggestions
for future workshops.
Aug 9:

CAT Tips and Techniques
More info to come on this with the possibility of including a tool/machinery/wood sale
from the membership.
Sep 13:

To be Determine

Oct 11:

Bill Grumbine
There is also a workshop planned for Wednesday Oct 10.
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Upcoming Workshops
By Terry Lund

Workshops: Bill Grumbine - Wednesday, 10 October 2012 - The cost per person, yet to be
determined. http://www.wonderfulwood.com/

Planning for Future Workshops:
When future demonstrators can provide a full day
hands-on workshop, it will most likely be restricted to 8
participants. We can handle up to 10 participants, but prefer to limit the class size to allow more one on one interaction with the instructor. We will consider going up to 10
participants if we get a large response for a particular workshop. The cost of the workshop is covered by the fee
charged to the participants. We can only hold the workshop
if we can confirm 8 paid participants at least 30 days ahead
of the workshop. If we accept more than 8 participants, we will refund the difference to each
participant. The workshop cost includes ten dollars for lunch, unless the participant opts to
bring their own lunch. The workshop fee also includes a $10-15 for the cost of supplying the
necessary wood for projects.

We will open registrations for each workshop for CAT members 2-3 months before the
actual workshop. You have a month to send Terry a check. Checks should be made out to Catoctin Area Turners. This will reserve your place in the workshop. We will open up the registration to members of Apple Valley Woodturners (AVW) in Winchester, and Capital Area
Woodturners (CAW) in Alexandria if we do not have at least eight CAT members signed up
two months before the workshop date. We will accept names, with a check, for a waiting list
for each workshop. Your check will be held until the day of the workshop, and your check will
be returned to you if your place at the workshop is filled by another person. We have structured
the workshop fees so that CAT does not subsidize the costs of the workshop. That's why we
need to confirm we have eight participants paid at least 30 days in advance for each workshop.
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The Editor’s Bench
By Ron Cote

I

had the opportunity to visit with my good friend Bob
Rosand this past month. I’ve never felt overly confident
with my own finishing techniques. Thereby, we discussed
what are the finishes that he most frequently uses, and how
does he apply them.
Bob says that he has found success using both oil based and
lacquer spray can products. His choice is normally dependent on the use of the particular finished object. His favorite
oil based product is Waterlox. Regardless of the specific oil based product used, his application method remains the same.
He applies the oil using a small craft brush; let the wood object soak up the oil for about 5 minutes; wipe off the excess oil; let it dry at least 8 hrs or overnight; lightly use 0000 steel wool;
now repeat the process by applying the second or additional coats. When asked about how
many coats does he apply? His response -- it depends on what you are trying to accomplish
with the finish and how well the wood you are using accepts the oil. So, it could be just a couple of coats, or it could be 4 or 5 coats, but in every case his application method for each coat
remains the same. He completes most finishes by a buffing of wax on a Beal system. Note:
An alternative method of applying the oil is to apply the oil directly with 0000 steel wool between each coat.
His use of lacquer sprays is often applied on smaller objects, or for items that need some durability, such as his Christmas ornaments, acorn bird houses, or handles for ice cream scoops.
His application method: spray the item lightly; let it dry overnight; use 0000 steel wool as
needed between coats; apply additional coats as desired. A wax buffing may be used to finish
some items. Note: remember that when applying additional coats of lacquer, the previous coat
(s) will soften the previous coat and rebind.
Hopefully you will find the above useful.
Ron Cote
Newsletter Editor
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Monthly Meeting
Next meeting: Thursday, 12 July 2012, 6:30 pm
Location: Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve,
Leesburg, VA
The July demonstrator/speakers:
Jamie Donaldson

Membership Dues !
Membership dues for 2012 are due and will be accepted at our next
meeting. Should you not be able to attend, you are certainly encouraged to make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them
to our treasurer.
Individuals: $30

Family: $45

Dennis McCormick
43665 Jernigan Terrace,
Landsdowne, VA 20176
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will be accepted at our next meeting.
Should you not be able to attend, you are
certainly encouraged to make your checks
out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail
them to our treasurer.
Individuals: $30
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Dennis McCormick
43665 Jernigan Terrace,
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2012 CAT Officers
President
George Carrigan
716-812-0096
George.carrigan@yahoo.com

Vice President
Juan Gil
703-444-9407
juanggil@att.net

Secretary
David Bell
703-476-0839
new.turner@offthisweek.com

Operations Director
Jeff Greene
703-787-1858
jeff_greene@bmc.com

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
571-333-0400
d44@smartneighborhood.net

Program Director
Terry Lund
585-455-2517
terry.lund@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Ron Cote
703-444-0026
ron4519cote@yahoo.com

Support Volunteers
Burgan Pugh
Terry Lund
Roy Aber
Juan Gil
Chet Olson
Jeter Benbow
Juan Gil
Jeremy Baker
Tom Boley
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- Lending Library
- Mentors / rep to VWI
- Raffle Tickets
- Equipment listing
- Web site
- Gallery Photos
- Bulk Purchases
- Arborist Extraordinaire
- Newsletter Proofreader / rep to VWI

Show & Tell
By Jeter Benbow

Spalted Maple bowl
Mahoney’s Oil
Terry Lund May “Bring Back”

Cherry Scoop Salad Oil
Tom Boley

Maple Candy Dish / Tung Oil
Dave Robinson

Ball / Large Spatula
Ron Cote

Darning eggs
Sycamore / mahogany / Mylands
David Bell

Bottle Stopper / Rosewood
Mylands
David Bell
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Show & Tell
(continued)

Palm nut Minitures & Norfolk Pine
Bowl
George Carrigan

Pizza Cutters
Pauduk/Yellow heart/Rosewood
David Bell

The above pieces were shown by our May demonstrator
Frank Stepanski
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What I Learned—Year 3
By Jeff Greene

W

ow, it’s been nearly a year sense my last article. Isn’t it amazing how time flies. It
certainly has been a crazy year filled with the normal family and work demands. Ad-

ditionally, as many of you know my son and I had back to back surgeries in February. He had
his appendix out, and I had two disks fused in my neck. You’d think we would have been able
to pull a two for one deal, but no dice. Steven was fully recovered by the end of the week after
his surgery. I swear, the healing process is so quick at his age. My spine continues to heal
nicely and I’m extremely grateful to be free of pain (thank you Lord). The absence of pain
combined with the beautiful weather does tend to make it difficult to do the right thing and let
my body heal. Luckily, the doctor gave me permission to start playing golf again (YA) so that
should keep me occupied until I am completely healed. My first purchase after the healing
process is complete will be a new chainsaw. With Jeremy’s help, I’ve decided on a Stihl 441
Magnum with a 25 inch bar (Ar, Arr, Aar as Tim Allen would say), but to be honest, I’m a little
scared of the beast. If anyone has one I’d welcome your feedback and/or the opportunity to try
it out. Specifically, I’m looking to use it for milling. I know it requires a special blade I’m just
curious on how well it cuts compared to my POS home Depot model.

My woodturning focus lately has been on multi-axis turning as I am scheduled to be a
mentor on this topic at the Virginia Woodturning Symposium. I had completed a grand total of
three multi-axis projects. So I have a lot of work to do between now and the event. I’ll bring
some examples to the next meeting. However, if you’d like to see the instructions for creating
the piece, I will be demonstrating this on my website: http://www.woodturningtoday.com/
Turning_Instructions.html

My wood recommendation for the month is English walnut, wonderful to turn and beautiful to
behold. Well that’s all for me this month see everyone at the next meeting.
Jeff Greene
Operations Director
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Arbor Day Thank You
By Tom Boley

I

received a letter from Dana Malone, the County Urban Forester who was also the coordinator for the county Arbor Day festivities at Morven Park. I wanted to share what he had

to say with CAT and especially with those who participated in the event:
"Please accept my sincere Thank You on behalf of the 2012 Loudoun Arbor Day Committee for the faithful support and participation of Catoctin Area Turners, Inc. through the years
and, in particular, at this year's Arbor Day held at beautiful and historic Morven Park. We feel
very fortunate that the rain held off again and that we were able to hold the formal program in
front of the mansion portico. I appreciated the work of each turner and the effort to exhibit
their crafts and wood turning talents. The CAT demonstrations and exhibit is both educational
and supportive of Arbor Day and for that I'm very grateful." The letter was signed by Mr.
Malone with a hand written "Thanks again!" after his signature.
And let me add once again my thank you to the seven other CATs who joined me at
Morven Park that day, in spite of the weather. We had a great time and showed a lot of folks
what woodturning is about. Thanks very much for your support to our woodturning club.
Tom Boley
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Group Buy Report
(by Juan Gil)

Groupbuy once again delivered for CAT members during the month of May. A
groupbuy for peppermill kits was organized after Don Maloney secured a 50% discount from Chef Specialists. The order included 219 kits and generated a total of
$1400 in savings off the retail price.
The items are now in our possession and will be delivered at the picnic in June or
during the July CAT meeting.
Happy Turning
Juan Gil

Great job Juan!
15

Lathe & Equipment Listings

Terry Lund

Juan Gil is now maintaining a listing of what lathes members own which can be used
by other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan is
interested in adding some additional information to this listing to also include some specialized
tooling or other items that might be of interest to other members, such as the following items:
1. Hollowing system(s)
2. Coring system(s)
3. Favorite turning tool
4. Favorite homemade tool
5. What model bandsaw
6. What model(s) chainsaw
7. Favorite web site related to woodturning
There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the July 12 meeting, and Juan
will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information, or you can now contact
Juan Gil via email at juanggil@att.net (his information is also listed on the contact page on
CAT web site to get a copy of the form if you are not able to attend the meeting).

NOTICE * Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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Mentoring Program

W

by Terry Lund

e have established a mentoring program for CAT members, so Terry Lund is looking
for volunteers to be mentors as well as requests from any of our members who would

like to be paired up with a mentor in one of the following areas of interest for turning skills, or
for general mentoring activity. Terry will have sign-up forms for those who want to be a mentor as well as for those who would like to be matched up with an assigned mentor at the next
meeting on July 12. If you are interested in either opportunity but will not be at the meeting,
please contact him via email at terry.lund@gmail.com or call him on his cell phone 585-4552517. Please include your name, address, phone number, email address, and indicate your level
of experience as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with a mentor who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible, and if we get enough mentors to sign up, we will also try to match based on
one of the following areas of interest, or feel free to mention another area of interest.
Areas of interest for mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens and Pencils

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads

We are still looking for a volunteer to replace Terry as the
Mentor coordinator
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Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: 703-737-7880
Fax: 703-737-6166

Leesburg@woodcraft.com

Store Hours:

Sun:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:

9 AM— 5 PM Thr: 9 AM— 9 PM
9 AM—9 PM Fri: 9 AM— 9 PM
9 AM— 9 PM Sat: 9 AM- - 6 PM
9 AM— 9 PM

Show your CAT membership card and get a 10% DISCOUNT! Valid Thursday thru Sunday of each monthly meeting week.

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Located near the Dulles Expo Center at
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
I would suggest that you give them a call prior to making the trip to ensure that they
are open.
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Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
2012 Schedule

09
15
22
29
30

June
Basic Segmented Turning
Turning a Ball
Beginning Wood Turning
Basic Segmented Turning
Bowl Turning

08
12
13
28

July
Intro to the Lathe
Yo-Yo turning for kids
Beginning pen turning
Turning Natural Edge Bowls
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