
 1  

 

Catoctin Area Turners 

Next meeting: Thursday 13 September, 2012, 6:30 pm 

Location: Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve,  

Leesburg, VA  

 

 
Volume 4 Issue 9 - September 2012  

 

Page 2 
August Demonstrator 

Page 3 

President’s Page 

Page 4 
Upcoming Demos 

Page 5/6 

Workshops 

Page 7 
Editor’s Page 

Page 8 

Monthly Meetings 

Page 9 
Officers 

Page 10/11/12 

Show & Tell 

Page 13 
Group Buy Update 

Page 14 

Equipment list 

Page 15 
Mentoring Program 

Page 16 

Member Discounts 

Page 17 
Turning Classes 

Page 18 

For Sale 

Contents 
 

 

 

http://catoctinareaturners.org/ 

Our  featured club demonstrator this month is Allen Alexopulos.  Allen 

produces custom woodturning art in Annapolis, Maryland. He strives to 

create unique turned objects from many trees species including walnut, 

cherry, holly, maple, poplar, beech, oak, Norway 

pine, mulberry and pear.  Most of the pieces 

turned by Allen are "harvested" from trees that 

have already been cut down and are usually des-

tined for disposal in a fireplace, woodstove or 

trash dump.   

 

Allen's artistic goal is to draw as much of the 

natural figure, texture and color out of the wood 

as is possible.  Simple shapes combined with graceful curvatures amplify the 

beauty of the turnings.  Many representative examples of his work are included 

on the LatheScapes web site.  Each of the objects depicted on this site contains a 

link to a high resolution image.  By examining the high resolution imagery, we 

hope that you will enjoy the wonderful figure and colors that nature has given to 

these pieces.  Make sure you use the maximum zoom capability of your browser 

to fully utilize these images! http://www.lathescapes.com/ 
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Tom Boley 

Roy Aber 

AAW’s Rep Stan Wellborn  

Dale Bright 
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The President’s Page 

T hanks to Roy Aber, Dale Bright, and Tom Boley for last month’s demonstrations.  I don't 

know about you, but I always think the information and education received from fellow 

members just seems to mean a little more than from the paid instructors.  Maybe I just feel 

more comfortable with faces I know, or maybe fellow members feel more comfortable talking 

in front of friends.  Either way, it was probably one of the most informative demos we've had 

this year.  I wish everyone would think about stepping up and doing a short demo for the club 

sometime.  If you have any thoughts or ideas, talk with Terry or myself and we'll be glad to 

work with you on it. 

  

 Thank you also to Stan Wellborn for his grab bag of ideas.  Number one in my book 

was the first aid kit and the safety video from Alan Straton.  If you haven't had a chance to see 

the video from Alan, please for your own well being to take a few minutes and watch it.  It's 

truly amazing how 4 seconds can change our lives forever.  Alan was lucky -- the Apricot was 

not.  You'll understand after watching the video. 

  

 Terry Lund has a great demo set up for this month with Allen Alexopulos showing us 

how to turn Banksia Pods.  If you've ever tried turning one without knowing what you're doing, 

you already know that you need to be there this month.  I've tried twice and both times they 

blew apart.  Hopefully I'll finally be able to turn the other two that I bought years ago. 

  

 On last thing, with all the presidential and local election talk we hear about every day, 

it's also time to start thinking about our club elections for the 2013 Catoctin Area Turners board 

members. In October we'll have nominations of officers for 2013, followed by the elections 

during our November meeting.  If anyone has an interest in any of our board positions for 2013, 

please feel free to talk with any of your 2012 officers.  We'll be glad to explain the position du-

ties, and help out any way we can. 

 

                                    George Carrigan 

        CAT President 

George Carrigan 
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          Upcoming Demonstrations 

    

  
Our September meeting will feature a demonstration by Allen Alexopulos. 

"Working with Banksia Pods"  Allen will also touch on making elegant finials 

which you can see in examples of his work on his web site at http://www.lathescapes.com/ 

  

The demonstration will be focused on Australian Banksia Pod turning techniques.  These exotic 

seed pods are challenging to turn, but can be incorporated into beautiful turned vessels.  The 

demo will include a discussion of the physical properties of Banksia Pods, the tools required, 

and techniques that may be used to build a pod into a complex hollow form.  The process that 

Allen uses includes turning the pods into specific shapes, hollowing them, and combining them 

with other wood species to form artistically pleasing pieces. 

  

One of his sources for banksia pods is http://www.burlsource.com/ 

 

We will collect a $5.00 demo fee for this meeting, but first time visitors are free. 

 
 

 —————————————————————————————————————— 

 

   

Bill Grumbine  

 Bill will talk about preparation of bowl blanks and considerations for grain orienta-

tion with bowl blanks, and he will demonstrate making 2 or 3 different kinds of bowls.  

 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

 

 TBD 

By Terry Lund 

  Sep 13: 

  Oct 11: 

  Nov 8: 

http://www.lathescapes.com/
http://www.burlsource.com/
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Workshops: Bill Grumbine -  There will be a workshop with Bill Grumbine for 8 participants 

on Wednesday Oct 10 and the registration fee is $75. (The fee includes instructor $50,  allow-

ance for wood $15, and $10 for lunch). Make checks payable to Catoctin Area Turners.  Send 

the checks to Terry Lund 14592 Nina Ct Waterford VA 20197, or bring a check to the meeting. 

The first 8 checks received will secure a spot in the workshop. Participants will have an oppor-

tunity to provide input into the specific agenda topics for the workshop on Oct 10. If we do not 

get 8 participants from CAT signed up by Sept 1, we will advertise the workshop to other area 

clubs. http://www.wonderfulwood.com/ 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Planning for Future Workshops: 

 

 When future demonstrators 

can provide a full day hands-on 

workshop, it will most likely be 

restricted to 8 participants.  We can 

handle up to 10 participants, but 

prefer to limit the class size to allow more one on one interaction with the instructor.  We will 

consider going up to 10 participants if we get a large response for a particular workshop.  The 

cost of the workshop is covered by the fee charged to the participants.  We can only hold the 

workshop if we can confirm 8 paid participants at least 30 days ahead of the workshop.  If we 

accept more than 8 participants, we will refund the difference to each participant.  The work-

shop cost includes ten dollars for lunch, unless the participant opts to bring their own lunch. 

The workshop fee also includes a $10-15 for the cost of supplying the necessary wood for pro-

jects. 

  

  

         (continued on page 8) 

  

             Upcoming Workshops 

By Terry Lund 
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 We will open registrations for each workshop for CAT members 2-3 months before the 

actual workshop.  You have a month to send Terry a check.  Checks should be made out to Ca-

toctin Area Turners.  This will reserve your place in the workshop.  We will open up the regis-

tration to members of Apple Valley Woodturners (AVW) in Winchester, and Capital Area 

Woodturners (CAW) in Alexandria if we do not have at least eight CAT members signed up 

two months before the workshop date.  We will accept names, with a check, for a waiting list 

for each workshop.  Your check will be held until the day of the workshop, and your check will 

be returned to you if your place at the workshop is filled by another person. We have structured 

the workshop fees so that CAT does not subsidize the costs of the workshop.  That's why we 

need to confirm we have eight participants paid at least 30 days in advance for each workshop. 

 

In case you haven’t noticed, it won’t be long before December and Christmas are upon us.  So, 

this is just a little reminder if you hadn’t yet considered turning 

those treasured presents for this com-

ing holiday season.  So, get those 

lathes turning, and make those special 

gifts for your friends and relatives. 

   

 

 

   

   Upcoming Workshops 

Continued from page 5 
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I  have three issues or so that I would like to bring to your at-

tention this month. 

 As you look at our members’ “show and tell” pictures, 

you’ll notice that there are a number of mystery turners that ei-

ther forgot to identify items or themselves, or it may have been 

just bad penmanship. Whatever the reason, we’re not able 

to properly give you credit for your work.  So please, try not to 

forget to properly identify your turnings for Jeter and I.  Your 

clarity truly makes our tasks much easier to accomplish. 

  

 It’s also that time of the year when we will once again be thinking about the elections of 

our CAT officers.  I hope that some of you will consider given us a helping hand in our con-

tinuing efforts in keeping our organization running smoothly.  I have been your newsletter edi-

tor for three years, and it may be a time to get a new editor.  As a number of you know, I have 

acquired some additional responsibilities with my job, and have had to move my office from 

Crystal City to Ft. Belvoir.  Previously, when time permitted at work, I could update the news-

letter during the month.  I no longer will be able to accomplish this.  Therefore, if there is 

someone out there that could take over the responsibility of the newsletter, I would certainly 

not object.  I may be able to do this again when I retire, next spring or summer, but currently 

the newsletter is a burden on me. 

  

 Finally, I hope that many of you will have the opportunity this month to travel down to 

Fishersville, VA for the Virginia Symposium, 15/16 September.  The rotation sessions are very 

informal and very informative, and, as many folks will tell you, Jimmy Clewes, the featured 

demonstrator, is well worth the price of admission. 

 

      Ron Cote 

      Newsletter Editor 

 

    

 

 

Please Drive Carefully, as the kids are back in school 

         The Editor’s Bench 
By Ron Cote 

Ron Cote 
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  Monthly Meeting 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, 13 September 2012, 6:30 pm 

 

Location: Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve,  

Leesburg, VA 

 

The September demonstrator/speakers:  

 

Allen Alexopulos 

 

    

    

   

Membership dues for 2012 will be accepted at our next meeting.  

Should you not be able to attend, you are certainly encouraged to make 

your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our treas-

urer. 

       

Individuals: $30                      Family: $45 

 

Dennis McCormick 

43665 Jernigan Terrace,  

Landsdowne, VA 20176 

Membership Dues ! 
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2012 CAT Officers 

 
President   Vice President   Secretary 
George Carrigan  Juan Gil   David Bell 
716-812-0096   703-444-9407   703-476-0839 
George.carrigan@yahoo.com juanggil@att.net               new.turner@offthisweek.com 

 
Operations Director  Treasurer   Program Director 
Jeff Greene   Dennis McCormick  Terry Lund 

703-787-1858   571-333-0400   585-455-2517 
jeff_greene@bmc.com  d44@smartneighborhood.net terry.lund@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor  Support Volunteers 
Ron Cote   Burgan Pugh   - Lending Library 
703-444-0026   Terry Lund   - Mentors / rep to VWI 
ron4519cote@yahoo.com Roy Aber  - Raffle Tickets 
    Juan Gil  - Equipment listing 
    Chet Olson   - Web site 
    Jeter Benbow  - Gallery Photos 

    Juan Gil  - Bulk Purchases 
    Jeremy Baker   - Arborist Extraordinaire 
    Tom Boley   - Newsletter Proofreader / rep to VWI 
 

 Membership dues for 2012 will be ac-

cepted at our next meeting.  Should you 

not be able to attend, you are certainly en-

couraged to make your checks out to Ca-

toctin Area Turners and mail them to our 

treasurer. 

       

Individuals: $30                      Family: $45 

 

Dennis McCormick 

43665 Jernigan Terrace,  

Landsdowne, VA 20176 
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Show & Tell 

VA Rosebud Sq / Rectangle fm Donaldson class                                   Kingwood Sq bowl 

By Harriet Maloney 

Rosewood Salad bowl/Shellac, EEE,Carnauba wax 

                           By George Paxton 

Pizza Cutters 

Box Elder / Shellac, EEE, Carnauba wax & milk paint for grooves 

Rosewood / Shellac, EEE, Carnauba wax 

By Dale Bright 

Osage Orange Natural Edge bowl / Donaldson class 

By Harriet Maloney 

Bring Back Item 
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Show & Tell 

Mallet and Weighted Head 

by Burgan Pugh  

Dracula Stakes 

By Dale Bright  

Hollow  

Vessel 

By ?? 

Spalted Shallow Bowl / platter 

By ??? 

Sq Bowl / 4 legs & 4 wings / Hickory / Walnut Oil 

& Renaissance wax. Inspired by Donaldson demo. 

By Dave Robinson 

Sq Bowl / Hickory / Walnut Oil /Renaissance wax. 

Inspired by Donaldson demo. 

By Dave Robinson 
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Show & Tell 

Bottle Stoppers 

By ??? 

Assorted Pens 

By ??? 

Light House style 

Peppermil 

Rosewood / Shellac 

EEE / Carnauba wax 

By George Paxton 

Inlay Pen by ??? 

Vase by ??? 
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  Group Buy Report 
 

                                                                        (by Juan Gil) 

 

Nothing to specifically to report this month. The next group buy will be turning smocks  

with our CAT logo .  We will now research vendors and get a sample out.   

  

        Happy Turning 

        Juan Gil 

            Thanks Juan! 
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             Lathe & Equipment Listings 

 Juan Gil is now maintaining a listing of what lathes members own which can be used 

by other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional) lathe.  Juan is 

interested in adding some additional information to this listing to also include some specialized 

tooling or other items that might be of interest to other members, such as the following items: 

1. Hollowing system(s) 

2. Coring system(s) 

3. Favorite turning tool 

4. Favorite homemade tool 

5. What model bandsaw 

6. What model(s) chainsaw 

7. Favorite web site related to woodturning 

There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the September 13 meeting, and 

Juan will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information, or you can now con-

tact Juan Gil via email at juanggil@att.net (his information is also listed on the contact page 

on CAT web site to get a copy of the form if you are not able to attend the meeting). 

 

  

 

Terry Lund 

 

NOTICE *  Equipment Manager 

Juan Gil 

mailto:terry.lund@gmail.com
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          Mentoring Program 
by Terry Lund 

W e have established a mentoring program for CAT members, so Terry Lund is looking 

for volunteers to be mentors as well as requests from any of our members who would 

like to be paired up with a mentor in one of the following areas of interest for turning skills, or 

for general mentoring activity.  Terry will have sign-up forms for those who want to be a men-

tor as well as for those who would like to be matched up with an assigned mentor at the next 

meeting on September 13.  If you are interested in either opportunity but will not be at the 

meeting, please contact him via email at terry.lund@gmail.com or call him on his cell phone 

585-455-2517.  Please include your name, address, phone number, email address, and indicate 

your level of experience as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a mentor.  

  

 We will try to match interested individuals with a mentor who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible, and if we get enough mentors to sign up, we will also try to match based on 

one of the following areas of interest, or feel free to mention another area of interest. 

 

    Areas of interest for mentoring 

 

  Functional turning   Ornaments and small items 

  Artistic turning   Pens and Pencils 

  Bowls     Lidded Boxes 

  Natural Edge Bowls   Segmented turning 

  Square Bowls    Spindle turning 

  Hollow forms    Turning/Chasing Threads 

 

 

  

We are still looking for a volunteer to replace Terry as the  

Mentor coordinator 
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Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 
Leesburg Plaza 

 

512 E. Market 

 

Leesburg, VA 20176 

 

Phone:  703-737-7880 

 

Fax:  703-737-6166 

 

Leesburg@woodcraft.com 

 

 

    Store Hours:   Sun:   9 AM— 5 PM   Thr:  9 AM— 9 PM 

   Mon:  9 AM—9  PM    Fri:   9 AM— 9 PM 

   Tue:   9 AM— 9 PM    Sat:  9 AM- -  6 PM 

   Wed:  9 AM— 9 PM 

 

Show your CAT membership card and get a 10% DISCOUNT! Valid Thursday thru Sun-

day of each monthly meeting week. 

Dunlap Woodcrafts 

Located near the Dulles Expo Center at 

14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103 

 

Discounts are available to CAT members 
 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 

Purchase  $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

I would suggest that you give them a call prior to making the trip to ensure that they 
are open. 
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Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops  
2012 Schedule 

September 

   02 Intro to the Lathe 

   06 Yo-Yo Turning for Kids 

   7/8 Basic Segmented Turning 

   14 Turning a Ball 

   21 Beginning Pen Turning 

   22 Bowl Turning 

 

October 
   04 Pen Turning for Kids 

   07 Intro to the Lathe 

   19 Beginning Pen Turning 

   27 Turning Natural Edge Bowls 

  ——————————————————————————- 

2012 Fall Woodturning Workshops at Mark Supik & Co. 
1 N. Haven Street in Baltimore, MD 

Tools, materials, lunch and great donuts included in class costs. 

20% discount for members of AAW and local woodturning clubs. 

         www.marksupikco.com   410-732-8414 

The Right Start, Spindle Turning 
8:30 AM to 5 PM ~ $150 

Saturday, Sept. 29th 

Saturday, Oct. 20th 

Saturday, Dec. 8th 

Bowl Turning 
8:30 AM to 5 PM ~ $150 

Sunday, Sept. 30th 

Sunday,  Oct. 21st 

Saturday, (Beginning) Nov. 10th 

Open Shop Saturday Afternoons 

Practice time for graduates 

1 PM to 4 PM 

Saturday, Oct 27 

Saturday, Nov 17 

Saturday, Dec 15 

$30 per session  

Saturday Morning 

Next Step Workshops for Graduates 

9 AM – Noon 

Saturday, Oct 27 

Saturday, Nov 17 

Saturday, Dec 15 

 $50, Check Website for Topics 

http://www.marksupikco.com/

