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he weekend of April 27 - 28 was certainly a very busy
weekend for many of us. The weekend began with the
“Warrior Transition Program” at our local Woodcraft store with
special guest turner, Bob Rosand. There
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On Sunday, April 28 a more hardy group of folks had a little rain and chill to contend with at Clyde’s restaurant in Broadlands. CAT had been asked to participate
in “Earth Day” activities. Many types of local
businesses and supporters were representated
in order to demonstrate to the local public
what products are currently available. CAT’s
participation focused on our use of trees, their
beauty and usefulness, especially after either
being uprooted by nature or man. Permission
was also even given to sell our turnings.
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The President’s Page
Terry Lund

B

y the time you are reading this newsletter issue, our activities over the past weekend for
Wounded Warriors and Earth Day events will be part of our successful CAT history.

There's more information about both events in this issue, but I want to personally thank Ron
and Charlie for organizing our participation at the events and for all the CAT members who
participated in one way or the other to help each event be successful. Unfortunately, I had to
miss both events with family activities in Rochester, NY, namely the 3rd birthday for our grand
twins (boy and girl twins).
Unfortunately, we had another injury incident at the CAT meeting in April when one of our
members tripped on the pole that was along the driveway by the walkway. Please try to remember to bring a flashlight or go with another person with a light when it's dark after meetings (or
before the meetings when we get into the Fall). Ron Circe wrote that they had to put the poles
down to try to contain rainwater runoff from heavy rain, which had caused some flooding into
the meeting annex building. Also, Ron reminded us that the County is insisting that vehicles
cannot park by the annex building except for the time needed to unload or load up, and we must
move our vehicles to the parking lot during the meeting. It's an issue with the fire regulations
which we must follow so that we don't risk loosing our ability to meet at Banshee Reeks.
Also, Dave Robinson hosted the inaugural "Open Shop" session at his home in April, and had a
good turnout of folks to check out how he has his shop set up and to pick up some of his quantity of maple wood blanks. We are looking for other folks who will be willing to host another
session, possibly every other month, to give us a chance between meetings to get together to
share some shop tips and techniques, and to get some ideas for our own shop areas. Please let
Dave know if you are willing to host a session.
(continue on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

President’s Page
By Terry Lund

Juan Gil has been real busy handling our group buys with a Craft Supply order, and an order
for pepper mills. If you have not yet participated in the group purchases, please consider taking
advantage of this great member benefit. There are some terrific discounts available through our
club group purchases.
Now that we've finally arrived at "real Spring weather", we are all going to be busy with yard
projects and mowing. Hopefully everybody can still find some time to get into the shop for
some turning time. I've finished up some "flat work" projects for warping mills for Sandy's
weaving friends, and I'm hoping to get some turning time to make a few pepper mills for some
presents and sales. When you are able to get into the shop for turning time, please be sure to be
safe in all aspects of your shop work.

Mother’s Day is Coming

Sunday
May 14
.
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Upcoming Demonstrations

By Dave Robinson

May 9:

Patrick O’Brien from Capital Area Woodturners (CAW). He
will be demonstrating one of his winged natural edge vessels that he
makes from limbs. If there's time, he will do something else from limbs, like
mush-rooms. He lives in Alexandria, VA and has been turning since 2001. He
has attended numerous woodturning courses from many of the well known
woodturners. In 2003 he opened his studio in Alexandria and recently moved to a permanent studio in Building 10 of the new Workhouse Work Center in Lorton, VA. His workhorse is a Oneway
1640 lathe. Patrick has taught woodturning fundamentals in 2007 & 2008 at the JC Campbell Folk
School and currently teaches skill enhancement workshops twice a month for the Capital Area
Woodturners. Patrick certainly encourages you to visit his web site “OhBeWood” at http://
www.ohbewood.com/index.html

Jun / Jul:

Aug 8:

Still to be determined as to our annual picnic date.

TBD: Tom Zepeda

Additional Thoughts From Dave
We will be implementing two new events and maybe a third. I'll let you know when something firms up on these:
1. A (monthly?) shop tour of a veterans shop.
2. A (monthly or as announced) Skill Enhancement - Hands on day.
3. A few guys have met a few times at Anthony's in Purcellville. We figure, Ya gotta eat ...
and if woodturning comes up ... oh well. My vision is that would be to have a couple of
"Lunch Bunches" maybe in the north and south end of our range. It's an easy thing to invite
people too. Last week we had 2 non members (soon to be members) come to our lunch group.
I'm thinking of bringing a few pieces for critique also ... a mini show and tell in the middle of
the restaurant! We're prototyping this & will keep you all posted.
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Odds and Ends
Upcoming Events
Membership Renewals:

As an additional reminder, please either renew your CAT
membership at the next club meeting, or send your membership dues directly to our treasurer,
Dennis McCormick. His address information can be found on page 10.

Pen Turners:
There is an upcoming Mid-Atlantic Penturners Gathering, MAPG 2013 - May 17 & 18, 2013 to
be held in Richmond. Details about this event can be found on this web site at
http://www.midatlanticpen.com

AAW Symposium:
The annual AAW symposium will be held in Tampa, Florida this coming summer. The AAW
symposium is an event that all woodturners should strive to attend. Dozens of world renowned
turners are always featured. For more information on the symposium go to
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2013/index.htm#registration
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Upcoming Club Events
And a word from Our Operation’s Director
Charlie Wortman

Woodcraft Turning
We now have another turning day at Woodcraft scheduled! If you couldn’t make it last time,
here is your chance.
Saturday, May25th 9:00 – 5:00 (5:00 – 6:00 clean-up)
They will have one lathe to use with the second one available if we have enough folks sign up.
Please email and let me know what time during the day you can make it. numberonehubby@verizon.net Please specify Woodcraft May 25thth.

Other Upcoming Turning Events
Down The Road:
Joshua’s Hands, October 2013
Turning For The Troops, November 2013
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The Editor’s Bench
Ron Cote

Since my last editor’s bench column, I believe most of you
have either heard or seen me about my misfortunate problem
that I’m currently experiencing with a herniated disc in my
lower lumbar area of my back. The first two weeks was extremely painful. I have had two sessions of spinal injections
over the last 10 days which has improved my condition. It
looks like I may have avoided surgery.
I would like to thank everyone who came out to support the
“Warrior Transition Program” on Saturday, April 27. Mr.
Trujillo, founder and program director, wanted to thank everyone who participated and that he
had an opportunity to talk to. He hopes that you will all be able to donate a turned item in the
future in support of this program.
A special recognition to David Bell, as he took on the task of helping a young lady turn one of
the red, white and blue pens. So impressed was her father with our group and Mr. Trujillo that
he went home and donated $50 to the Warrior Transition Program. Great job David.
Ron Cote
Newsletter Editor
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Monthly Meeting
Next meeting: Thursday, 9 May 2013, 6:30 pm
Location: Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve,
Leesburg, VA
The May demonstrator/speaker:
Patirck O’Brien
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Membership dues for 2013 will be accepted at our next meeting. Should you
not be able to attend, you are certainly encouraged to make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our
treasurer.
Individuals: $30

Family: $45

Dennis McCormick
43665 Jernigan Terrace,
Landsdowne, VA 20176

2013 CAT Officers
President
Terry Lund
703-787-1858
terry.lund@gmail.com

Vice President
Juan Gil
703-444-9407
juanggil@att.net

Secretary
David Bell
703-476-0839
new.turner@offthisweek.com

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
703-444-1649
numberonehubby@verizon.net

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
571-333-0400
d44@smartneighborhood.net

Program Director
David Robinson
559-994-9477
dave@greenearthequities.com

Newsletter Editor
Ron Cote
703-444-0026
ron4519cote@yahoo.com

Support Volunteers
Burgan Pugh
Terry Lund
Roy Aber
Juan Gil
Chet Olson
Jeter Benbow
Juan Gil
Jeremy Baker
Tom Boley
Dale Bright
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- Lending Library
- Representative to VWI
- Raffle Tickets
- Equipment listing
- Web site
- Gallery Photos
- Bulk Purchases
- Arborist Extraordinaire
- Newsletter Proofreader
- Mentor Monitor

Show & Tell

Log Bowl example from Demonstration By Tom Boley

Hollow Vessels / Norfolk Island Pine By George Carrigan

Bottle Stoppers fm 12 Gauge Shot Gun shells
Birds Eye Maple stained and Honduras Mahogany
Lacquer over oil and poly wipe on
By David Roseman
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Show & Tell

Covered Pot / Bloodwood/
Canary/Red heart
By Harriet Maloney

Checken Flower holder for Bring Back item.
By Harriet Maloney

Urns
English Walnut and Ambrosia Maple / Renaissance Wax finish
By Don Maloney

Maple Bowl
1st turned bowl on new lathe
By Scott Synmont (?)
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Show & Tell

Two Vessels from same tree / story on bottom of one vessel
By David Robinson
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Sharpening
By Tom Boley
As I said last month, you need four things in order to be a woodturner – a lathe, tools, a
way to sharpen them, and wood. This month I want to address the issue of sharpening as it is a
basic necessity in our craft. Without a way to sharpen our tools well and efficiently, we will
gradually be more and more frustrated and likely drop out of the craft altogether. So let’s nip
that problem in the bud right now.
When I got my first lathe, it was a used Sears 4-speed from the classified ads section of
the Post. The seller even gave me three Craftsmen turning tools with it, two of which I still
use. But what I didn’t know about sharpening would fill a book. I had always sharpened my
tools with a sharpening stone. I watched my dad sharpen the kitchen knives on his stone so I
figured that was how to sharpen everything. What I found was that trying to hand-sharpen a
curved edge set at a 55 degree angle on a sharpening stone was pretty darn tough. Oh, I managed a bit but one day at a meeting of Capital Area Woodturners (CAW), the demonstrator
turned to a grinder he had set up, and in a few seconds was back at the lathe with a sharp tool.
WOW! What a revelation. So that was the second in a series of purchases I have made in my
woodturning life, getting a grinder with a grinding jig to properly position the tools when
sharpening.
It seems there are basically two kinds of grinders, high speed and low speed. Even the
low speed grinders are spinning pretty fast, about 1750 rpm. The high speed grinders double
that. Low speed is preferable to what we do. Grinders come with two grinding wheels, coarse
and not so coarse. The coarse wheel is usually something like 60-grit, a good wheel for shaping tools as it cuts the steel away pretty fast. The other wheel may be something like 120-grit,
a much finer wheel which will sharpen just fine but not wear the steel away so quickly. The
details of grinding wheel materials is beyond this article, but the guys at Woodcraft will be able
to advise which ones may be preferable. I find that the coarse wheel works well to properly
shape a tool but for regular sharpening, the finer wheel is preferable. There is also a new product on the market called cubic boron nitride, or CBN. It is an abrasive substance which is
bonded to steel wheels and is far superior to regular grinding wheels but is also far more expensive. I definitely don’t recommend it for new turners. Once you are solidly into the craft, then
give CBN wheels some consideration.
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Sharpening
By Tom Boley
You also must have a way to hold the tool to the edge of the grinding wheel in a way
which will result in a nice sharp edge without grinding off too much metal. There are several
sharpening rigs available but since the vast majority of turners use the slow speed grinder with
the Wolverine jig, which is what I recommend. That is what you will find when you use a
grinder away from your own shop and you will be familiar with it. The Wolverine system is
made by Oneway, a maker of outstanding lathes and other related equipment. Talk to someone
about it if you aren’t familiar with it for tips on how to set it up. Once set up, you will be able
to leave the lathe, sharpen the tool, and be back at the lathe in fifteen seconds.
Now, how about the tools themselves. The basic tools are the bowl gouge, spindle
gouge, parting tool, spindle roughing gouge, and scraper. An additional jig which you will
need with the Wolverine system is the Vari-Grind jig which you will use to hold both the bowl
gouge and spindle gouge. The Vari-Grind jig sits in the pocket bar, part of the Wolverine system, and holds the tool against the wheel at whatever angle you set. Generally, woodturners
have found that having the tool extend 2” beyond the face of the Vari-Grind holder is best. I
have a little stop-block on my lathe which is 2” from the front of the wood base so I can easily
set the tool through the Vari-Grind jig that distance and tighten it down. Set the Vari-Grind in
the pocket bar and slide the bar in or out so the bevel on the tool rests flush against the wheel.
Once set up, you can return to the grinder to quickly sharpen the tool and return to the lathe.
I will give you the bevel angles which seem to work best for me. I recommend them
but will also tell you that a little more or less than noted here is just fine. But what is a bevel?
That is what we woodturners call the part of the tool which is sharpened against the grinding
wheel. The angles which I use are these, all in degrees:
Parting tools
Spindle gouges
Spindle roughing gouges
Bowl gouges
Scrapers

25
35
45
55
80

To sharpen a parting tool, place the handle end of the tool in the pocket of the pocket bar and
slide the bar in or out to bring the bevel of the tool against the wheel.
(continue on next page)
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Sharpening
By Tom Boley
This is most easily and accurately done with the grinder off and the wheel stopped. As you
sharpen the parting tool, be cautious that you are grinding it so the cutting tip is 90 degrees to
the shaft of the tool and the bevel on one side matches the length of the bevel on the other side.
To sharpen spindle and bowl gouges, extend the tool from the Vari-grind holder 2” and
then establish the proper angle to the wheel as noted above. Once the tool is placed in the Vari
-Grind jig, place the bottom end of the Vari-grind in the pocket and adjust the pocket bar so the
bevel matches the angle of the wheel. Grind one side of the gouge, then the other side, then
connect them across the point. You are looking for a slightly convex curve across the top profile of the edge. If you try to sharpen the tool by swinging the tool from side to side at a steady
speed, you will end up spending too much time on the point and not enough time on the sides
of the bevel and will grind off too much of the tip.
For the spindle roughing gouge, place the handle end of the tool in the pocket bar
pocket and move the pocket bar so the bevel of the tool matches the curve of the wheel. Be
cautious with this one as it is easy to rotate the tool too far left and right as you sharpen and end
up grinding back the right and left corners of the gouge. Note that the shape of this tool is not a
half circle but a parabola. Don’t over rotate the tool on the wheel as the end of the tool should
be straight across from tip around the curve to the other tip. You should be able to put the end
of the tool against a flat surface and have the entire cutting edge touch that surface.
The angle on a scraper is about 80 degrees and is most easily achieved by using the
platform rather than the pocket bar. Set the platform with the scraper flat on the top so the
bevel of the scraper is aligned with the grinding wheel. For a round nose scraper, in one
smooth motion, start at one side of the scraper and grind around the end to the other side, moving the handle from one side to the other with one hand and keeping the blade of the scraper
flat down on the platform with the other hand. Other scrapers will be sharpened pretty much
the same, following the shape of the tool.
Sharpening is critical to woodturning. We in woodturning seem to always be willing to
help our fellow turners with technique and sharpening is no different. Don’t hesitate to ask
around about sharpening, especially if you have a particular tool which presents problems in
sharpening.
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Warrior Transition
April 27

16

Earth Day
April 28
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Woodturning Studio
The woodturner studio tour of Dave Robinson
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Group Buy Report
(by Juan Gil)

Ice Cream Scoops from Woodcraft:
Current plans call for delivering the ice cream scoops items during the May CAT
meeting.
Peppermill kits from Chef Specialties and Woodcraft
We are also expecting to receive the kits in time for the May CAT meeting. Orders after discount exceeded $1000.
Craft Supply
We are finalizing plans for another Craft Supply group buy order with scheduled
delivery during the Jun CAT meeting. Please send Juan your items and description, the product code, the quantity and the retail price before May 12, 2013.
As always, we have in inventory Ruth Niles bottle stoppers at $5 each, CA glue at $6/
bottle and accelerator cans at $7 each.
Happy Turning
Juan Gil

Thanks Juan!
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

Juan Gil

Juan Gil is now maintaining a listing of what lathes members own which can be used
by other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan is
interested in adding some additional information to this listing to also include some specialized
tooling or other items that might be of interest to other members, such as the following items:
1. Hollowing system(s)
2. Coring system(s)
3. Favorite turning tool
4. Favorite homemade tool
5. What model bandsaw
6. What model(s) chainsaw
7. Favorite web site related to woodturning
There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the May 9 meeting, and Juan
will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information, or you can now contact
Juan Gil via email at juanggil@att.net (his information is also listed on the contact page on
CAT web site to get a copy of the form if you are not able to attend the meeting).

NOTICE * Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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Mentoring Program

W

e have established a mentoring program for CAT members, so Dale Bright is looking
for volunteers to be mentors as well as requests from any of our members who would

like to be paired up with a mentor in one of the following areas of interest for turning skills, or
for general mentoring activity. Dale will have sign-up forms for those who want to be a mentor
as well as for those who would like to be matched up with an assigned mentor at the next meeting on May 9. If you are interested in either opportunity but will not be at the meeting, please
contact him via email at frog21@comcast.net or call him at home at 540-751-9121. Please include your name, address, phone number, email address, and indicate your level of experience
as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with a mentor who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible, and if we get enough mentors to sign up, we will also try to match based on
one of the following areas of interest, or feel free to mention another area of interest.
Areas of interest for mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens and Pencils

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads

And the New Mentor coordinator is
Dale Bright
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Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: 703-737-7880
Fax: 703-737-6166

Leesburg@woodcraft.com

Store Hours:

Sun:
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:

9 AM— 5 PM Thr: 9 AM— 9 PM
9 AM—9 PM Fri: 9 AM— 9 PM
9 AM— 9 PM Sat: 9 AM- - 6 PM
9 AM— 9 PM

Show your CAT membership card and get a 10% DISCOUNT! Valid Thursday thru Sunday of each monthly meeting week.

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Located near the Dulles Expo Center at
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
I would suggest that you give them a call prior to making the trip to ensure that they
are open.
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Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
2013 Schedule
May 17
May 18
Jun 2
Jun 7/8
Jun 14
Jun 15
Jun 17
Jun 21

Beginning Pen Turning
Turning a Three-Legged Stool
Intro to the Lathe
Basic Segmented Turning
Beginning Pen Turning
Basic Bowl Turning
Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks
Turning a Ball

——————————————————————————-
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