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Happy 2014!

Annual
Anniversary Party
Saturday
January 25, 2014
6-8 pm
Whitestone Farm,
Aldie, VA

T

he New Year is here, and 2014 promises to be a great
one for The Catoctin Area Turners! Our membership is
growing quickly, our new meeting venue is proving to be everything we hoped, and we have a wonderful line up of chapter activities planned. Please include among your New Year’s
resolutions to take advantage of the opportunities our organization makes available.
This is a reminder that, In lieu of a chapter meeting this
month, our annual CAT Anniversary Party is scheduled for 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday, January 25, 2014 at beautiful
Whitestone Farms in Aldie, VA. Mark Duffell, a CAT member
and the Managing Director of the Farm, has once again been
gracious in offering us the use of the facility. Details of the
event will be provided to CAT members by membership
email.
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The President’s Page
Ron Cote

F

irst of all, I would like to thank the membership for providing me
the opportunity to lead our AAW chapter in 2014. This would not
have been possible without the help of Pam and David Roseman who
have graciously accepted the position as our new newsletter editors.
Thank you Pam and David! David will serve as a member of our
Board.

Secondly, thanks to Terry Lund for leading our Chapter during 2013. He has worked
hard during the past year in keeping CAT going forward. We certainly wish him the
best of luck in his move to Rochester, NY (brrr!). Our loss will certainly be a gain for
the AAW chapter in the Rochester area. Good luck, Terry!
Third, I would like our Chapter to have stated goals for the coming year. I believe that,
without stated goals, an organization is like a boat without a rudder. I will ask for inputs from each of our board members as well as our membership. I personally would
like to see more participation in our turning events. As a reminder to everyone, we are
a non-profit organization and part of our charter is to educate the public. Article 1 of
our Bylaws states the following: “The corporation is organized exclusively for education purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code,
and its mission is to educate woodturners, its members, and the public in and about
the art and craft of woodturning. This purpose will be accomplished by encouraging,
providing, and facilitating the establishment of training programs for woodturners; by
disseminating information about technique, safety, sources of material and equipment;
by exposing the art of woodturning to the public; and by serving as a center of information about woodturning for members, schools, galleries, and other interested
groups and the general public.”
I believe that we, CAT, have been providing these services above, but somewhat haphazardly at times, as it has been accomplished by mostly a handful of the same members. So I encourage you all to occasionally pitch in whenever possible.
Finally, I believe that we are all quite pleased with our new meeting location at the
Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company. Although we certainly appreciated the low cost
rent of Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve, we believe that location really prevented us
from seeing the Chapter’s full potential. We have already experienced an immediate
increase in membership, as well as in our meeting attendance, over the last two
months.
Ron Cote
CAT President
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“Monday Night Turning”
By Dave Robinson

C

AT has rolled out a new educational program that we are calling Monday Night
Turning. The first session was held December 16, 2013 at the Blue Ridge Turnery. That's my shop in Round Hill, VA. We are off to a great start!
Monday Night Turning is a weekly combination of a Skills Enhancement and an Open
Shop event — a chance to try out different equipment and learn from each other. It is
open to all Chapter members, as well as their guests who are interested in turning.
I have two lathes and am storing the two Chapter lathes for the time being. So we'll
have plenty of opportunity for hands on turning. There is also still a lot of wood from
Terry Lund's stash for us to process into blanks with my electric chainsaw and bandsaw.
I don't really have enough tools for four turners to all do a push cut at the same time,
so bring some of your favorite gouges! It’s a good idea to mark them so they all go
home with the right people.
Each week we typically have one teaching demonstration. The rest of the time is Open
Shop. You can work on a project you’ve already started, or start a new one, or just cut
coves and beads...or threads. If you want to turn a kit item, like a scoop or a pepper
mill, bring the hardware you'll need. I may have a few kits that I can sell you at cost,
but don't count on it. My inventory is pretty sketchy.
On Mondays when I’m out of town, we’ll try to arrange to hold the session at another
CAT member’s shop.
I’m looking forward to seeing some of you at the next Monday session!
Happy turning!

Dave Robinson

Monday Night Turning
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, VA 20141
When:
Each Monday 7 - 10 p.m.
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Monday Night Turners in Action
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More Monday Night Turners in Action
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How Often Should I Sharpen?
By Dave Robinson

L

ately I’ve been helping some new turners at the Monday Night Turning sessions.
One thing they and I have all noticed is a significant improvement when we
sharpen their gouge. Some of them are so new to turning that they don’t yet have a
sharpening system. This has caused me to recommend a sharpening system as the
third item to purchase after deciding to enter this craft First a lathe. Second a gouge.
And third, a sharpening system. Really, don’t pass Go… don’t buy anything else before you get a good sharpening system.
Most CAT members have a low speed grinder and a Wolverine jig system. That’s a
good place to start, since there is a lot of help available to show you how to use your
new system.
So how often should we sharpen? Probably more often than we currently are. Here
are some things to think about concerning tool sharpening:

1. Always, always sharpen before your final cut. This will give you the best finish
your current tool handling skill can produce and will (significantly) reduce the
amount of sanding required.
2. Sharpen sooner than you think you need to. Have you had the experience of
sharpening and saying to yourself “Wow! That’s cutting a lot better!”? Think of
the previous cuts with that dull gouge. Dull tools share three unhappy attributes:
They are dangerous
They teach you bad habits.
They cause you to go through a lot of sandpaper and time.
To help you sharpen more often:
3. Having your sharpening system very close to your lathe will make it more likely
that you’ll use it often. Two steps away is ideal; at the other end of the shop will
cause you to sharpen less (and sand more).
4. Learning to sharpen quickly will make it more likely that you’ll sharpen often.
Hand sharpening is the very fastest because there is no jig to install or adjust. But
it takes awhile to get comfortable hand sharpening accurately. Jig sharpening is
probably best for beginners and intermediate turners. After you get comfortable, a
jig sharpening should take less than a minute, maybe less than 30 seconds.
When it’s that quick, there’s no reason not to stay sharp.
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5. If you use the Wolverine jig, one issue that most turners just skip over is how to
set the Vari-Grind jig. I know that for my first two years of turning, I just set it in the
middle and left it there. Not necessarily the best plan. There are many angle and profile variations achievable with the Vari-Grind, but also some that it will not reproduce
accurately.
Even a small change can make a big difference, for better or worse, in the way the
gouge handles against the work piece. While it is good to find a grind or two that we
are comfortable with, there is also a risk of not recognizing how limiting our routine
habits can sometimes be. I think it is important to be open to trying new settings and
new techniques. For example, this is a photo of the jig in the Craft Supply classroom
when I took my course on bowl turning with Mike Mahoney in November 2013. It is
the way to get closest to the way Mike Mahoney and Kirk DeHeer grind by hand. You
can see how much it differs from my old practice of setting it in the middle and leaving
it!

If you'd like to practice sharpening, come to the next Monday Night Turning.
Open Shop and Skill Enhancement combined. Bring your gouges!
Dave Robinson
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It's

Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos
And Miscellaneous Events 2014
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of Chapter activities, and
is subject to change. Out-of-town demonstrators for CAT meetings will usually also be
conducting workshops on neighboring dates. Sign-up details to be announced.

Jan 9

Reminder: No regular CAT meeting. Anniversary Party is Jan 25.

Jan 25

Anniversary Party, Whitestone Farm, Aldie, VA

Feb 13

“Pendants from Sketch to Necklace” with Ron Cote

Mar 13

“Pen Tricks” by Charlie Wortman

Apr 17-19

CAT meeting. demonstration and workshops with Liam O’Neill

May 2-3

Mid-Atlantic Penturners Gathering - Richmond, VA Woodcraft

May 4

Loudoun Earth Day CAT participation

May 8

CAT meeting demonstrator TBA

May 15-17

Utah Woodturning Symposium - Orem, UT

Jun 13

CAT meeting demonstrator TBA

Jun 13-15

AAW National Symposium - Phoenix, AZ

Jul 10

CAT meeting demonstrator TBA

Aug 10

CAT meeting demonstrator TBA

Sep 11

“Embellishing Your Work With Pyrography, Carving and Such”
with Molly Winton

Sep 13-14

Virginia Woodturning Symposium - Fishersville, VA

Oct 9

CAT meeting demonstrator TBA

Nov. 13-15

CAT meeting. demonstration and workshops with Jimmy Clewes

Dec 11

CAT meeting demonstrator TBA
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Odds and Ends
Correction to December Bring-Back Credit:

In the Show and Tell

section of the December Newsletter, the Bring-Back item, a pocket watch, was incorrectly credited. The piece was created by the talented Randy Hamilton.

Anchorseal: Just a reminder that George Paxton does have Anchorseal for $10
per gallon. Please see George at the meeting.

Colorwood:

If anyone needs any Colorwood, please either give Ron Cote a call

or send him an email and he will bring some to the meeting.
_______________________

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Togethers
Watch for emails, as the dates change!
Some Tuesdays

Some Thursdays

Time: 12:00 Noon

Time: 12:00 Noon

Where: Wegmans / Sterling

Where: Anthony’s / Purcellville
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Editor’s Bench
By David Roseman

A

ll good things must pass, so we knew our friend Ron Cote
would eventually hand off his duties as our hardworking Newsletter Editor. Fortunately he hasn’t gone far. Congratulations to Ron
as he takes on his new responsibilities as CAT President!
As I step into the Newsletter Editor role, Pam Roseman has agreed
to become Associate Editor. We are quite honored to have been asked to serve.
With Ron’s and Pam’s collective wisdom, and the continued support of the officers and
members of the Chapter, I’m reasonably confidant that the Newsletter will survive!
You’ll notice a different look for this January issue. The masthead has been redesigned to accommodate the new CAT logo, and we’ve made some page design and
font changes to see if it makes things a bit easier to read online. Please don’t hesitate
to let us know what you think, or to make suggestions for future newsletters. By all
means, feel free to submit short articles and announcements for publication.
For this first issue of 2014, we are introducing a new feature called “Who’s Who in
CAT.” Remember the old “Dewars Profiles” ad campaign for scotch? That’s sort of
the idea. From time to time, we plan to feature a short interview with a member of the
Chapter, invited at random. Participation is completely voluntary, of course! As CAT
continues to grow (over 70 members at present), we may never call on everyone!
For our first Who’s Who, we feature Ron Cote as our incoming President. His interview is more detailed than I anticipate subsequent features will be. But, hey, electees
to high office deserve more scrutiny, don’t you think?
Pam and I wish all of the members of CAT and their families a happy and prosperous
2014!
David Roseman
Newsletter Editor

Pamela Roseman
Associate Editor
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Who’s Who in CAT?
Editor’s Note: From time to time, we will be featuring an interview with one of our Chapter members on their interest in woodturning. The featured member in this issue is our new President,
Ron Cote.

Q: How did you get started in turning?
I began turning in 2004 when I was able to purchase a used JET 1236 lathe. Prior to
that time I had been strictly a flat woodworker for a number of years. I had turned a few pens
to start off with and was immediately appreciative that a project could be completed in an afternoon versus a week, day, or even months.
Q: Were you influenced by any other turners, in particular?
Yes, I was influenced by two special people. The first is Tom Boley. Tom invited me
over for some lessons when he lived in the Springfield area and was president of Capital Area
Woodturners. I wasn’t able to devote as much time to turning as I would have liked. My job
kept me on the road, and my family occupied much of my free time. So I mostly focused on
pen turning. I did have a pretty good thing going with that for about five years. I was working
as a government contractor for the Army’s Chief Information Officer at the Pentagon. When
word got around that I made going-away pen gifts, I discovered I had a captive audience! I
must have sold over 300 pens during that period.
The other special person is Bob Rosand. I started to move away from pen making
about four and a half years ago when I no longer had to travel. I looked around to see what
type of turning, other than pens, that I might like to do. I discovered Bob though his AAW
DVD, “Turning Projects from Scraps”. Bob has over 64 articles published in the America
Woodturner magazine. I contacted him at his home in Bloomsburg, PA and took some lessons. Since that first visit, Bob, his wife Susan, my wife Jacqui and I have become very good
friends. Bob and I get together every few weeks up at his place to work on different projects.
Q: Anything in particular that you’ve especially enjoyed in woodturning over the last
couple of years?
I really have enjoyed helping/mentoring Juan Gil and David and Pam Roseman in
woodturning. They have all been doing a great job. I’ve always told Juan that his turnings are
only a couple of weeks behind me. Well, I can now truly say that I believe he is about to leapfrog ahead of me with his new Robust lathe!
Q: Do you have any special turning plans for 2014?
I’ll probably turn more pendants on the Joyner jig, and more pepper mills. Certainly my
wife and I are looking forward to our anticipated cross-country trip this May/June, enroute to
the AAW National Symposium, Phoenix, AZ in June. And don’t forget, we also have our own
Virginia Woodturners Inc. symposium in Fishersville, VA in September!
Q: What are your current lathes and are there any other lathes in the future?
My current lathes are JETs; a 1642 and 1014. I can’t imagine that there won’t be a
Powermatic, Oneway or Robust in my future!
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Show and Tell
Photography By Jeter Benbow

Bring-Back Item
Oil Lamp/Padauk /Mylands FP
By David Bell

Large Salad Bowl /Monkey Pod/Walnut Oil
By George Paxton

Cherry Bowl/Wood Turners Finish
By Roy Aber

Pendants/Poplar/Acrylic Paint/Semi-gloss Deft Lacquer
By Roy Aber
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Show and Tell

Siberian Elm Bowl /Teak Oil and Ren Wax
By Dave Robinson
Wire Globe Ornament/Walnut Oil
By Roy Aber

Walnut Pen and Pencil
Holders/Walnut Oil
By Dave Robinson

Maple Vase/Walnut Oil and Spray Lacquer
By Dave Robinson

Cherry Platter/Lacquer
By Bill Devlin

Open Segmented Bowl
Maple/Cherry/Padauk/Walnut/Lacquer
By Richard Lowman
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Show and Tell

Bottle Stopper/Colorwood/Mylands Sanding
Sealer/Beall Buffed
By Charles Wortman

Lidded Box/Box Elder
GF Wood Turners Finish
By Denis Delehanty

Right: Threaded Needle Box/Redheart/Mylands FP/
Ren Wax Left: Practice Piece/Maple/no finish
By David Bell

Off-Center-Turned Pendants/Colorwood/Beall Buffed
By Robin Wortman

Christmas Ornament/Sycamore Bulb/Cherry Icicle/CA Finish
By Denis Delehanty

Ice Cream Scoops/Colorwood/Queenwood/Black and
White Ebony/Canarywood/Redheart/Wood Turners Finish
Mylands Friction Polish/Ren Wax
By David Bell
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Show and Tell

Bowl/Bloodwood/Purple Heart/Mineral Oil
Dave Swiger

Lidded Box/Walnut/Lacquer Sanding Sealer
By Ron Cote

Rice Pens/Rice and Polyester Resin
By Scott Schlosser

18”x 6” Bowl/Spalted Yellow Poplar
De-waxed Shellac/High Gloss Wipe On Poly
By Dave Swiger

Natural Edge Bowl/”Crotch” Red Mulberry
GF Wood Turners Finish
By David Roseman

Shallow Bowl/Maple/GF Wood Turners Finish
By Scott Synnott
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Show and Tell

Bottle Stoppers/California Redwood
By Tom Steinbach

Natural Edge “Branch” Bowls/Elm/Oil/Wax
By Harriet Maloney

Cheese Board and Platter/Maple
Salad Bowl Finish
By Mark Kaplan

Ash Platter/Farris Ash/Walnut Oil
By Don Maloney

“Battle Top Arena” for Spinning Tops
By Scott Schlosser

Spinning Top/Colorwood/Walnut Oil
By Bill Devlin
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Monthly Meeting
No January Meeting! Come to our Annual Anniversary Party
on Saturday, 25 January 2013 at Whitestone Farm, Aldie, VA!
Next regular meeting: Thursday, 13 February 2013, 6:30 pm

Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department,
215 Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our February Demonstrator/Presenter:
Ron Cote
“Pendants from Sketch to Completion”
Thursday, 13 February

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Department
215 Loudoun Street
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
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Membership
Renewals
Now Due

Membership dues for 2014 will be accepted at any meeting. Should you
not be able to attend, you are encouraged to make your checks out to
Catoctin Area Turners and mail them
to our Treasurer, Dennis McCormick.
Individuals: $30
Family: $45
Dennis McCormick
43665 Jernigan Terrace,
Lansdowne, VA 20176

2014 CAT Officers
President

Vice President

Ron Cote
president1@catoctinareaturners.org

Juan Gil
vp1@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary

Operations Director

George Paxton
secretary1@catoctinareaturners.org

Charlie Wortman
ops1@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer

Program Director

Dennis McCormick
treasurer1@catoctinareaturners.org

David Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
David Roseman
newsletter1@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Burgan Pugh
Roy Aber
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Juan Gil
Tom Boley
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson
David Bell

Lending Library
Raffle Tickets
Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreader
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Webmaster

Thank You, Volunteers!
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Group Buy Report
By Juan Gil

Group Buy Status Update for Jan 2014
Tool Rests
The custom tool rests from Rick Herrell have been received and will be delivered at the January 25 Anniversary Party at Whitestone Farm.
Early in 2014, we hope to pursue curved tool rests and steady rests from Jeff
Nicol, although it is uncertain whether and when Jeff will get back into producing them. Jeff’s website is at www.woodennicol.com/. He has kindly created a
YouTube video on making a version of his steady rest for anyone wanting to try
fabricating their own: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyZaJdq4keo.
.
Oneway Accessories
Oneway accessories ordered via CAW were also received and delivered to all
during the Holidays.
Micro Miter Chop Saw
PSI is currently running a special on the Micro Miter Chop Saw mentioned during the meeting in December. The deadline for participating was January 5.
Peppermill Kits from Chef Specialties
By popular demand, the club will be organizing another group buy for peppermill kits during the month of February. These kits are typically offered to us
at a significant discount (~35%-40% off the retail price).
Woodcraft Utility Items
We are also planning another group buy from Woodcraft for pizza cutters, ice
cream scoops, bottle openers, screwdriver kits and coffee scoops in the month
of February.

Magnetic Lamps
If you missed the magnetic LED light group buy project in December, you will
have another opportunity to participate in the March time frame. The price to
Chapter members is expected to be about $20.00, subject to component and
material cost changes.
As always, we have in inventory Ruth Niles bottle stoppers at $5 each, CA glue
at $6/ bottle and Accelerator at $7/can
Happy Turning, Juan
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Lathe & Equipment Listings
Juan Gil

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of what lathes members own as a reference source for
other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional)
lathe. Juan has added some additional information to this listing to also include some
specialized tooling or other items of interest to members:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model bandsaw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite web site related to woodturning

There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the next CAT meeting,
and Juan will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information. Or you
can now contact Juan via email at vp1@catoctinareaturners.org. His information is
also listed on the contact page on the CAT web site to request a copy of the form.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning

talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor or who would like to be
matched up with one will be available at the next regular meeting on February 13.
You may also contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.
Please include your name, address, phone number and email address, and indicate
your level of experience as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a

mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably
close” whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but
feel free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens, Pencils and Pendants

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads
21

This article was originally published in HANDY Magazine (Dec. 2013/Jan 2014) and is
used here by permission.
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Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: 703-737-7880
Fax: 703-737-6166

Leesburg@woodcraft.com

Store Hours: Sun: 9 AM— 5 PM

Thu: 9 AM— 9 PM
Fri: 9 AM— 9 PM
Sat: 9 AM- - 6 PM

Mon: 9 AM—9 PM
Tue: 9 AM— 9 PM
Wed: 9 AM— 9 PM

Show your CAT membership card and get a 10% DISCOUNT! Valid Thursday
through Sunday of each monthly meeting week.

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Located near the Dulles Expo Center at
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to ensure that they are open.
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Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
2014 Schedule
Jan 5
Jan10
Jan 18
Jan 27/28
Feb 15
Feb 16

Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Turning Natural Edge Bowls
Turning a Pepper Mill
Turning a Three-Legged Stool
Introduction to the Lathe

——————————————————————————-
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