Next CAT Meetings:
Thurs, Feb 13
Thurs, Mar 13
6:30 pm
Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Department
215 Loudoun St, SW
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Volume 6 Issue 2 – February 2014

Meeting
Presenters:
Feb: “Pen Tricks”
with
Charlie Wortman

Mar: TBA

T

hanks to all who turned out for our annual Winter party
in January at Whitestone Farm! A special thanks goes
to owner George Lemm, Managing Director Mark Duffell, and
their staff for hosting another successful CAT event. We
counted 75 hardy souls in attendance on an unseasonably
cold January night. This was our best turnout ever, and another indicator of the growth of our Chapter!
This is a reminder that the dates for our monthly chapter
meetings have been adjusted for 2014 to take advantage of
scheduling opportunities for guest demonstrators and turning
workshops. Our meetings will be on the Thursday before the
third Saturday of each month, instead of the second Thursday of the month. This will make it easier to share demonstrator availability and expenses with three sister chapters,
the Capital Area Woodturners, the Apple Valley Woodturners, and Mid-Maryland Woodturners’ Club. For convenience, all of the meeting dates for 2014 are listed on page 10,
so you can mark your calendars well in advance.
For our February 13, 2014 meeting, our guest demonstrator
will be our own Charlie Wortman. The topic will be “Pen
Tricks.” Charlie is an award-winning pen turner who has won
numerous pen turning competitions. Experienced and novice
pen turners alike will be sure to find something helpful in this
presentation!
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The President’s Page
Ron Cote
Editor’s Note: Many of our CAT chapter members know that after this installment of The
President’s Page had been finalized, Ron Cote notified the members of his very difficult
decision to step down from the role of President. In the interim, our Vice President,
Juan Gil, has assumed those duties. A further update will be forthcoming from Juan
and the Board of Directors at the February 13, 2014 meeting of the Chapter.

O

ur annual anniversary party is now behind us. It was the largest
attendance of our previous five years. It’s always great to see so
many of the family members join us for this event!
As always, we are very appreciative to Mr. George Lemm and Mr. Mark
Duffell of Whitestone Farm for providing us with an excellent facility to
hold our party. In return, I hope that many of us will be able to support
Whitestone Farm’s annual bull sale by attending the sale on Saturday,
March 22. The sale begins at 12 noon, but I would suggest arriving early to get a couple of outstanding Angus hamburgers for lunch. This is an indoor event, but I would
recommend stadium seat cushions, for additional comfort on the aluminum grandstands.
It is great to hear that a number of our members are taking advantage of Dave Robinson’s Monday Night Turning event out at his Round Hill home. It certainly is a good
way to discuss and solve many of your turning issues, as well to get to know each other on a much more personal basis. Speaking of Dave, please take a look at what demonstrators he has lined up for us so this year in the Upcoming Demos and Events of
this Newsletter. Dave, thanks for a job well done.
Cleanup after the CAT meetings: I certainly appreciate the effort that you are all making at the end of our meeting nights. Getting those chairs picked up and the tables put
away in a timely manner helps us all get out of there once activities conclude. Thank
you!

A reminder about parking at the meetings: We have been given permission to park
around the sides and back of the Fire Department building, including in those parking
slots that say Fire Company personal only. We also have permission to use the
church parking lot across the street for overflow parking. However, please, do not
park anywhere in front of the Fire Department building!
As announced at our December 2013 Chapter meeting, the Board will be asking the
CAT membership to approve the creation of a new category of membership in CAT for
“Sponsor Members”. This would permit the Board, at its discretion and on terms that it
(Continued on next page)
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The President’s Page (continued)
thinks appropriate, to extend limited memberships to persons associated with organizations that actively support CAT and its programs and activities. The terms for a
Sponsor Membership may include a reduction or waiver of dues for a designated period of time. Sponsor Members would not be entitled to vote, but otherwise would be
entitled to the privileges of regular CAT membership.
Creation of the new category of membership requires the amendment of the CAT Bylaws. On page three of this Newsletter you will see the official Notice of Proposed
Amendment to CAT Bylaws. This notice must be published in the Newsletter 30 days
before the meeting at which approval by the CAT Membership will be sought, in this
case the meeting scheduled for March 13, 2014. Questions about this may be addressed to any CAT board member, and there will be opportunity for comments and
questions before the vote at the March 13 meeting itself.
Ron Cote
CAT President

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO CAT BYLAWS

P

ursuant to Article Fourteen of the Bylaws of The Catoctin Area Turners, notice is hereby given that a proposed amendment to the Bylaws
will be submitted to the CAT membership for a vote of approval at the regular membership meeting scheduled for March 13, 2014.
The proposed amendment is as follows:
In Article Two, section 1, the following new, unnumbered paragraph is
added:
Sponsor Membership A sponsor membership may be bestowed by
the Board of Directors on any individual associated with an organization
which provides support for the operation and programs of CAT. The dues
required (if any) will be set by the Board of Directors. Sponsor members
shall not have the right to vote on any issue but shall be entitled to all other privileges of membership on the same basis as regular members.
*******
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Woodcutting Parties

O

ne of the pleasures of woodturning is seeing functional and beautiful items
emerge out of material that otherwise might end up as firewood, mulch or in a
landfill. From time to time CAT members learn of opportunities to harvest wood from a
variety of sources: homeowners hoping to see a downed tree recycled for good use,
landscape and tree companies looking to avoid transport costs and landfill fees, and
so on.
“Woodcutting parties” can be organized on just a few hours notice. When a call or
email comes in telling of an opportunity, be prepared to grab a pair of gloves, a chainsaw if you have one, and join in the fun. While you’re there, consider snapping some
pics with your camera or cell phone and sending them to the Newsletter Editor at
newsletter1@catoctinareaturners.org
Below are photos of a monster Silver Maple stump, complete with huge burls, that was
saved from a landfill by CAT members. As you might guess, it took several trips and
considerable ingenuity to harvest!
There’s just no telling what beauty lies within!

.
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Editor’s Bench
By David Roseman

T

his month’s Editor’s Bench focuses on two of our Chapter’s most
popular activities: Our Show and Tell participation and the
demonstrations at our Chapter meetings.
Show and Tell: Our Show and Tell section this month is part of
our photo spread on our Anniversary Party. The display tables at the
party held beautiful items previously featured in Show and Tell at earlier gatherings, as well as items shown for the first time.
Photos of the individual pieces were not taken at the party. If your items were
newly displayed, please bring them, along with your information forms, to the
February 13 meeting so they may be photographed individually and featured in
the next Newsletter!
Speaking of the information forms, we want to thank our members for being so conscientious in filling out the forms. Jeter Benbow does a terrific job with the photography,
and for each photo, we try to include a description of the piece, the type of wood or
other material, and something about the way it was finished. Taking the time to include these details with your description, along, of course, with your name, lets us do
a better job of showcasing your work! If you used walnut oil, wipe-on poly or friction
polish, we’d like to know! If you’ve mixed your own brew, tell us! If you’ve power
buffed, please mention that. Space permitting, we’ll include as much info as we can
under the photo. With all the talent in this Chapter, it’s a good way to share our experience!
Help with the video cameras: During the demonstrations, video cameras project
the show onto our HDTV, and in some cases we record the show on videotape. One
thing we haven’t been doing regularly is capturing still images for our Newsletter.
Starting with our February meeting, we’re going to change that!

Dave Robinson has offered to snap some photos, take some notes, and from time to
time do a write-up on the presentations. But Dave also has been helping Charlie
Wortman operate the video cameras. Since he can’t very well do both tasks, we’re
looking for one or two volunteers to free him up from this. No prior video experience is
required! If you’d like to help, please see Charlie at the next meeting, or send him an
email at: ops1@catoctinareaturners.org.
David Roseman
Newsletter Editor
Pamela Roseman
Associate Editor
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2014 Anniversary Party
Photography by Jeter Benbow
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More Anniversary Party Pics
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Who’s Who in CAT
Editor’s Note: From time to time, we will be featuring an interview with one of
our Chapter members on their interest in woodturning. The featured member in
this issue is our resident photographer, Jeter Benbow.
Q: How did you get started in turning?
A: I stopped by and learned to turn a pen at Dulles Town Center when
Woodcraft was hosting a “Turning for the Troops.” While talking to Barbara
from the Leesburg Woodcraft Store, she encouraged me to put John’s
name in the “Navy” box to win one of the lathes. John did go to the event,
turned two pens and won the lathe! He was not all that interested in turning, but I was! I took a basic turning class with Lee Hanson at Woodcraft,
and shortly thereafter there was an organizational meeting to see if there was enough interest
to start a club. That was the start of CAT, and the rest is history!
.
Q: Do you have a piece that is a particular favorite of yours, or was the most fun to
turn?
A: The piece that will always stand out is the “Knight” chess piece that I turned at the request
of my youngest son, Parker. Tom Boley gave me the wood and helped me figure out how to
glue together a few pieces of wood to make a solid piece that would be, quoting Parker, “Big
enough to sit on a shelf and remind him that he did not always have to be in charge.” I ended
up turning the base and then, between a bandsaw, a scroll saw, some carving tools and a
Dremel tool I managed to make the horse’s head. No matter what else I turn, I will always be
proud of that piece. The look on Parker’s face when he saw it was priceless!
Q: Do you have any particular area of woodturning that you want to explore in 2014?
A: Right now I’d like to explore the type of bird houses that Dale Nish made, and some of the
things Bob Rosand does. Some of the small boxes are starting to look real interesting as well.
Q: Your photographs of Show and Tell items with your lamps and light box are terrific.
How did you go about learning to do that?
A: The Show and Tell photos are something else I just kind of fell into. Once the Club got
started, Show and Tell was very popular from the beginning. We had already moved from the
Woodcraft classroom to the meeting room at Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve, and Ron was
hard at work on the Newsletter. It occurred to me that it would be nice if everyone could see
the Show and Tell even if they missed the meeting, and it would be nice for the turners to be
recognized too. I had a 35mm camera and a little experience with backgrounds and lighting
from trying to get “good” pictures of the pens I had turned. The Internet has been a great resource for “how to.” It has evolved from a quick “snapshot” with no background, to a homemade background setup with big clamp-on spot lights, to a packaged setup with LED lights
(great Holiday gift idea!) and a digital camera. I’m no professional, but it’s a nice way to support the Club, the individual members, and to be active. I have, on request, e-mailed members
pictures of their Show and Tell pieces, and don’t mind doing that from time to time. I just need
an e-mail address.
*******
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The Relative Hardness of Wood
By Tom Boley

W

e all know that some woods seem to be harder than others as evidenced in
how often we have to resharpen our tools while turning a bowl or other form.
Of course, there are “hard woods” and “soft woods,” too, but some soft woods are
harder than some hard woods, and some hard woods softer than some soft woods.
What I am talking about here is the relative hardness of the common woods which we
use in our craft.
The Janka hardness scale was developed to provide a chart of relative hardness for
many woods, many of which are used in flooring. The determination of hardness was
based on the amount of force, usually expressed in pounds of force, which it takes to
press a .444 inch steel ball into the side grain of the wood.
Following are some of the more common woods which we as woodturners may use
and their Janka scale numbers. For the full list, go to wikipedia.org/wiki/
Janka_hardness_test.
Now you see why you may have to resharpen so often with some of them!

Basswood 410
Chestnut 540
Douglas fir 660
Silver maple 700
Lacewood 840
Cedar 900
Black cherry 950
Teak 1000
Black walnut 1010
Cocobolo 1136
Heart pine 1225
Red oak 1290
Beech 1300
White ash 1320
White oak 1360
Bamboo 1380
Coffee bean 1390

Hard maple 1450
Zebrawood 1575
Wenge 1630
Black locust 1700
Blackwood 1720
Padauk 1725
Rosewood 1780
Hickory/Pecan 1820
Purpleheart 1860
Jarrah 1910
Bubinga 1980
Osage orange 2040
Mesquite 2345
Bloodwood 2900
Ebony 3220
Ipe 3684
Lignum vitae 4500
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Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos
And Miscellaneous Events 2014
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of Chapter activities, and
is subject to change. Out-of-town demonstrators for CAT meetings will usually also be
conducting workshops on neighboring dates. Sign-up details to be announced.

Feb 13

CAT mtg and demo: “Pen Tricks” with Charlie Wortman

Mar 13

CAT mtg and demo: (activities TBA)

Apr 17-19

CAT meeting. demo and workshops with Liam O’Neill

May 2-3

Mid-Atlantic Penturners Gathering - Richmond, VA Woodcraft

May 4

Loudoun Earth Day CAT participation - Clyde’s Willow Creek
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. http://www.earthdayatloudoun.org/

May 15

CAT mtg and demo with Bob Rosand

May 15-17

Utah Woodturning Symposium - Orem, UT

Jun 13-15

AAW National Symposium - Phoenix, AZ

Jun 19

CAT meeting (activities TBA)

Jul 10

CAT meeting (activities TBA)

Aug 10

CAT meeting (activities TBA)

Sep 13-14

Virginia Woodturning Symposium - Fishersville, VA - featuring Stuart
Batty and others http://www.virginiawoodturners.com/

Sep 17-18

Workshop (17th) and CAT mtg (18th) with Molly Winton: “Embellishing
Your Work With Pyrography, Carving and Such”

Oct 9

CAT meeting (activities TBA)

Nov. 13-14

CAT meeting. demonstration and workshop with Jimmy Clewes

Dec 11

CAT meeting (activities TBA)

11

Odds and Ends
Classified:
Complete Tormek Sharpening System For Sale
The Tormek T-7 system was purchased at Woodcraft and was very lightly used
because I also had the Wolverine Vari-Grind System.

The Tormek sharpens sharper ... but is slower than the Wolverine. The system
includes all the basic Tormek attachments, the 1000 grit Japanese WaterStone, plus all the attachments to sharpen woodturning gouges.
Also included is the jig to exactly match the Ellsworth Grind. Over $900 paid …
Yours for $500. Contact Dave Robinson (559) 994-9477 or
Dave@GreenEarthEquities.com

Anchorseal: Just a reminder that George Paxton does have Anchorseal for $10
per gallon. Please see George at the meeting.

Colorwood:

If anyone needs any Colorwood, please either give Ron Cote a call

or send him an email and he will bring some to the meeting.
**************

Monday Night Turning
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, VA 20141
When:
Each Monday 7 - 10 p.m
**************

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Togethers
Watch for emails, as the dates change!
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, February 13, 2014, 6:30 pm
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department,
215 Loudoun Street, SW, Leesburg, VA

Our February Demonstrator/Presenter:
Charlie Wortman
“Pen Tricks”
Thursday, February 13, 2014

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Department
215 Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
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Membership
Renewals
Now Due

Membership dues for 2014 will be accepted at any meeting. If you are not
able to attend, please make your
checks out to Catoctin Area Turners
and mail them to our Treasurer,
Dennis McCormick.
Individuals: $30
Family: $45
Dennis McCormick
43665 Jernigan Terrace,
Lansdowne, VA 20176

2014 CAT Officers
President
Juan Gill
vp1@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Vacant

Secretary
George Paxton
secretary1@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops1@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer1@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
David Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
David Roseman
newsletter1@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreader
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Webmaster

Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Juan Gil
Tom Boley
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson
David Bell
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Group Buy Report
By Juan Gil

Group Buy Status Update for February 2014
Woodcraft Utility Items
The Woodcraft utility items have been ordered and we expect to be in a position to deliver them at the February meeting

Pepper Mill Kits from Chef Specialties
By popular demand, the club will be organizing another group buy for pepper
mill kits during the month of February. These kits are typically offered to us at a
significant discount (~35%-40% off the retail price).
Craft Supplies USA
Every year, we seek to combine our wishes from Craft Supplies USA. Start
gathering your list so we can include it in a group buy order in the month of
March.
Magnetic Lamps
If you missed the magnetic LED light group buy project in December, you will
have another opportunity to participate in the March/April time frame. The price
to Chapter members is expected to be about $20.00, subject to component and
material cost changes.
As always, we have in inventory Ruth Niles bottle stoppers at $5 each, and CA
glue at $6 per bottle.
Happy Turning,

Juan
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of what lathes members own as a reference source for
other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional)
lathe. Juan has added some additional information to this listing to also include some
specialized tooling or other items of interest to members:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model bandsaw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite web site related to woodturning

There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the next CAT meeting,
and Juan will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information. Or you
can now contact Juan via email at vp1@catoctinareaturners.org. His information is
also listed on the contact page on the CAT web site to request a copy of the form.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning

talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor or who would like to be
matched up with one will be available at the next regular meeting on February 13.
You may also contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.
Please include your name, address, phone number and email address, and indicate
your level of experience as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a

mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably
close” whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but
feel free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens, Pencils and Pendants

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: 703-737-7880
Fax: 703-737-6166
leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of each
monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701, they have a great showroom,
friendly staff and a wide selection of exotic and domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items and lumber
purchases. Some specially items and items already on sale, such as bundled
lumber packages are excluded from this discount.
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Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
2014 Schedule
Feb 15
Feb 16
Mar 1
Mar 2
Mar 24-25

Turning a Three-Legged Stool
Introduction to the Lathe
Bowl Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Turn a Pepper Mill

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
——————————————————————————-
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