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Meeting
Presenters:

August 14
“Tips and Tricks”
September 18
Molly Winton

C

AT Members, this month’s meeting, Thursday, August
14, features our popular, annual “Tips and Tricks” program.
Chapter members will present techniques and methods of work sure to be helpful to everyone’s practice of the
craft.
We have a lot of talent in our Club, and a great deal of wisdom
to share. Don’t miss this special program!

Share the Knowledge!
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The President’s Page
By Tom Boley

M

any thanks to Dave Robinson for a terrific demonstration last month on how to prepare and turn what Dave
has been calling an Octopod. I had not seen the process before so was quite interested in how Dave did it. Thanks for
the great demo, Dave.

When I asked last month for someone to help Dennis
McCormick, our Treasurer, with the membership aspects of that position,
not only did someone offer to help, but TWO did. That is the kind of response I always hope to get when the club needs support for something.
Thanks to you both for offering to help. Just remember that this club
doesn't run on hope. It runs on hard work and diligent efforts by a lot of
folks. One good example is how Juan has turned the vice presidency into
a dynamic effort to save us all some money through group buys. Please,
when you talk to your officers, tell them that you appreciate their time and
efforts and maybe offer to help where you can. It is a team effort.
I sure do love woodturning and I love sharing it with others. You all inspire me to do better than I do, not only from our conversations about
turning but especially from the pieces you bring to Show and Tell each
month. I will sure miss you all when we move. And that will be before the
end of August. We have sold our house on Black Oak Road and, as I
write this, are returning from Kansas having bought a house on Walnut
Creek Drive near Manhattan. Both being wood names seems appropriate. Not much time to prepare for the movers but throughout the whole
process, I will sure be thinking about all the friends I have made in northern Virginia at CAW, CAT, and AVW as well as through my classes at
Woodcraft. Many many thanks for all you have done for me both as your
president and as a fellow woodturner. I wish you sharp tools and vigorous
dust collection!

Tom Boley
CAT President
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Editor’s Bench
By David Roseman

W

ell, fellow CAT Members, it looks as if Judi and Tom Boley
are really serious about moving to Kansas! All in the space
of a few weeks, they’ve sold their lovely place in Purcellville and
bought another in Wamego, KS. This Thursday evening, August 14,
will be Tom’s and Judi’s last CAT meeting before their big move later
this month. Please join us at the meeting to say our fond farewells
to the Boleys as they embark on their next excellent adventure together!
Show and Tell photos from both our June and July CAT meetings appear in this
issue of our Newsletter. Jeter Benbow has managed to take and process the photos
and accompanying descriptive information despite convalescing from a challenging
injury. Thank you, Jeter, for your continuing contribution of time and photographic talent.
And speaking of Show and Tell, here’s a shout out to all of you who take the time to
write legibly on your accompanying info sheets so Jeter can read them when she is
preparing the attribution lists for me. We can’t get the names and descriptions right if
we can’t read them!
I think you’ll enjoy Ken Poirier’s great article in this issue on using marbling techniques
on your woodturnings, beginning on page 21.
Our meeting demonstrator for September will be Molly Winton. Her topic will be
“Embellishing Your Turned Work with Pyrography”. She will hold a workshop the
Wednesday before the meeting, September 17. Watch for details by email. Molly will
also be a featured demonstrator the weekend before at the Virginia Woodturning Symposium in Fishersville, VA.
We look forward to seeing you at the CAT meeting Thursday, Aug 14, at 6:30. If you
are able to join us for dinner at Ruby Tuesdays in Leesburg beforehand, please do!
We start gathering there at about 4:45 p.m.

David Roseman
CAT Newsletter Editor
Pam Roseman
CAT Associate Editor
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Turning an Octopod
With Dave Robinson
Thank you, Dave, for a great demo at the July 2014 meeting!
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More Demo Pics with Dave Robinson
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More Demo Pics with Dave Robinson
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More Demo Pics with Dave Robinson
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More Demo Pics with Dave Robinson
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More Demo Pics with Dave Robinson
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More Demo Pics with Dave Robinson
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Show and Tell - June Meeting
Photography by Jeter Benbow

Black Walnut Bowl - Liam O’Neill
method - Graham Taylor

Lidded Box - Tasmanian Blackwood
Dave Swiger

Hollow Form - Spalted
Japanese Red Maple
Roy Aber

Ring Holder - Japanese Red Maple
and African Blackwood - Roy Aber
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More Show and Tell - June Meeting

Bowl - Red Gum
Ray Wills

Platter - Spalted Curly Maple
Ray Wills

Covered Pot - Indian Rosewood
Harriet Maloney

Pot with Lid - Indian Rosewood
Don Maloney

Bowl - Partial Basket Illusion
Wood Unknown
Harriet Maloney

Bowl - Camphor Burl
Harriet Maloney
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More Show and Tell - June Meeting

Natural Edge Vessel
Cherry Blister Burl
Don Maloney

Lidded Box - Maple
Traudy Woldenhauer

Mallet - Live Oak
George Paxton

Seam Rippers - Acrylic
Charlie Wortman

Mystery Piece!
This nice lidded box was among the Show
and Tell photos from the June meeting. We
have no information on the turner or the wood.
Can you help? If so, please email us at
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
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More Show and Tell - June Meeting

Large Platter - Rosewood
George Paxton

Platter - Ambrosia Maple
George Paxton

Bowl - Ambrosia Maple
Dale Bright

Bowl - Spalted Silver Maple
Paul Lion

Bowl - Box Elder
Dale Bright

Bowl - Leopardwood
(roupala montana)
Gordon Swenson
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More Show and Tell - June Meeting

Bowl - Oak
Paul Lion

Pendants - Spalted Maple
Chris Liebermann

Vegetable Peeler
“Bring Back”
Randy Hamilton

Top - Cherry and Maple
Tim Gregory

Salt & Pepper Shakers - Colorwood
Turned by Bob Rosand
Won and Finished by Jeter Benbow

Mortar and Pestle - Poplar
(Commissioned Work in Progress)
Tom Boley
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Show and Tell - July Meeting

Steam-bent cracked and pre-cracked
end-grain bowls - Experimenting with
Cherry and Maple - George Swenson

Salt & Pepper Shakers - Ash
Chris Lieberman (Bring-back)

Pen - Watch parts in Plastic Resin
(It’s Five O’Clock Somewhere!)
Charlie Wortman

Roller Ball Pen - “Pansy Bloom” in
Plastic Resin - Charlie Wortman
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More Show and Tell - July Meeting

Footed Bowl - Poplar
Roy Aber

Bowl - Oak
Traudy Moldenhauer

Goblet - Norfolk Island Pine
Paul Lyon

Celtic Ring Wedding Goblet
Bill Devlin

Marbling Technique Exercise
Tool Handles - Ken Poirier
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More Show and Tell - July Meeting

Bowl and Tool Handle - Maple with
Marbled Finish and Lacquer
Ken Poirier

Maple Bowl, Willow Bowls and Tool
Handle - Marbling technique
Ken Poirier

Vase - Maple, Marbling finish
Ken Poirier

Vessel - Blackwood
Mark Kaplan

Winged Natural Edge Bowl - Walnut
Darren Embree
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More Show and Tell - July Meeting

Pen - Ebony, Yellow Heart, Maple
CA Finish - Darren Embree

“Ray Key” Lidded Boxes
Big Leaf Maple and Redwood Burl
Don Maloney

Lidded Box - Rosewood
George Paxton

Natural Edge Bowl - Cherry
Scott Synnott

Lidded Box - English Walnut
Don Maloney
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More Show and Tell - July Meeting

18” Oak Bowl with carved, turned and painted apples
Herb Wittenstein

Bowl with beading - Cherry
Scott Synnott

Vase - Black Walnut
Richard Lowman
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A Marbling Primer
By Ken Poirier

A

t the July meeting I was asked a lot of questions about the
marbling application I had applied to the tool handles displayed at the Show and Tell session. I thought it would be useful to give a quick primer on some of the basics of this technique in case you want to play (experiment) with this wonderfully unpredictable surface treatment. You will be able to turn
plain Jane wood into something amazing. I have had my best
success with lighter, tight grained woods such as maple and
cherry. Think of the pizazz you will add to pen blanks or tops
turned from these species. First let me describe what is needed to marbleize your turnings and then I’ll briefly explain the
process.
Alum is a hydrated potassium aluminum sulfate salt. This
chemical is used to make the fixative or mordant applied to the object you wish to marbleize. This allows the paint to immediately adhere or fix to your surface. Without this
pretreatment of the wood, the paint would slide around and maybe even come off the
surface. A typical mix of ¼ cup of alum to 1 quart of warm water is used. Application
can be by sponge, foam brush, brush or spray bottle. I prefer the later with several applications to ensure complete coverage. Allow for sufficient dry time before marbling
the piece. Note: if you want to preserve an area from being marbleized, simply mask
off that area with painter’s tape. You may also cut designs with tape or Friskit to create
an additional design element. Currently, a 1 lb. bag of alum sells for less than $9 on
Amazon. You can also find alum in the baking aisle, however it is much more expensive buying alum this way and may contain anti-caking additives.
Carrageenan is a sulfated polysaccharide extract from seaweed. It is used as a thickening and stabilizing ingredient in foods. For
marbling purposes it is used as a surfactant medium or “size” allowing the paint to float and
spread on the surface. Add 1 1/3 tablespoons of
carrageenan and distilled water in a blender and
mix until completely dispersed. Add additional
distilled water to make a half gallon (64 oz.).
Refrigerate for at least 2-3 days before using to
allow the air bubbles to dissipate. Any air bubbles remaining on the surface of the size will result in voids on the finished marbled
item. Unused carrageenan can last up to 6 months in the refrigerator. When it is time
to marble your piece, allow the carrageenan to come to room temperature. The consistency of the solution should be like corn syrup.
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A Marbling Primer
(continued)
You may need to dilute your mixture to get the right consistency. You will know if dilution is required if your paint drop floats but doesn’t disperse. Amazon sells 8 oz. of carrageenan for about $25. Methyl-cel is another size ingredient you can use instead of
carrageenan.
Paint choice is up to you though it is best to use fluid acrylics. Golden paints
(recommended) or other high quality fluid acrylics (e.g. ComArt, Createx, Badger)
need to be diluted about 1:1 with water. High flow fluid acrylics can be used as is. Mix
in small amounts. You may need to add a drop of
Acrylic Flow Release or Airbrush Medium to your
paint. This will release the natural water tension of
the paint and provide better spreading and manipulation of your color palette. Color choices are up to
you, but it is advised that your base color be the
darkest color you will be using. Drop the paint onto
your size with a dropper (disposable droppers are
also available on Amazon) covering all of the size
surface. Make sure the drop stays on the surface
(i.e. doesn’t sink) and spreads on the carrageenan solution about 1-2”. If the drop falls
to bottom then you will have to dilute your paint with more water and/or flow release. It
is always wise to pre-test your paint solutions before you start laying down your colors.
Once you are sure that you are ready to go, take a strip of newspaper and run it
across the surface of the size. This will remove any dust that may have settled on the
surface of the size. You can also use the newspaper “eraser” to remove paint to start
a new palette without replacing your size.
Various tools can be used to manipulate and create
designs on your surface palette. Combs, toothpicks
inserted in Styrofoam or wood, brushes, styli, dental
picks and bamboo skewers are just a few examples
of what you can use to create designs. A bundle of
clean broom stalk can be used as a spatter tool.
Your own imagination is the limit of what tools to create and use to manipulate your palette. This is where
the fun is found – creating your surface design.
The Process:
1. Take your turning and pre-treat with several coats of alum on the surfaces you
want to cover. Allow to dry. Once treated you can set it aside until you are
ready to apply the marbling.
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A Marbling Primer
(continued)
2. Pour the size into a vessel that is appropriate for the items you wish to marble.
A tray, a dishpan, a Tupperware container or even a bucket can be used. Just
remember that the larger the vessel the more size you will need. Allow the solution to come to room temperature. Before you start laying your palette, run a
piece of newspaper across the surface to remove any dust.
3. Start creating your palette by dropping paint from a dropper, starting with your
darkest color first, on the size. Follow with your complementary and secondary
colors by dropping directly on the base color layer.
4. Once you are satisfied with the palette color saturation, use your tools to manipulate the dispersed color circles into a design you like. Raking can create repeating patterns. Teasing with a stylus can create unique shapes. A spatter
tool will add small pockets of paint.
5. Now find a surface area that you like and roll your piece along the surface. Remember to keep moving your piece to a new surface area because you are
picking up all of the paint in that area onto your piece. If you drop your piece
into the carrageenan without paint it will saturate your fixed area and it will no
longer pick up any surface paint. Keep it moving along the paint surface constantly rotating the piece in one continuous motion. This is the hardest marbling step to master. You may want to attach a hold to your object in order to
better manipulate the object across the palette. Hot melt glue is an excellent
way to attach a dowel or skewer. You can also use tape to make holds for
smaller objects.
6. Remove your object to a drying area. It is safe to overcoat the item in about 24
hours. I have used light misting coats of rattle can lacquer for the initial couple
of coats. This is followed by light sanding with fine sandpaper, light recoating,
sand, recoat…..etc. until you are satisfied with your finish.
7. For small objects you may have other areas on your palette that are still useable. Feel free to pick up that palette or manipulate it further for effect. If you are
not happy with the result, simply “erase” the palette with a strip of newspaper
and start the process all over again.
8. Have FUN!
This is a very basic and short explanation of the marbling technique. If you want to try
this and aren’t sure of the process, feel free to contact me and I’ll try my best to get
you going. Alan Lacer has an excellent YouTube video (www.youtube.com/watch?
v=5m43OCJdjIo) on this technique which is worth viewing before you start. There is
also an excellent book called The Ultimate Marbling Handbook by Diane MaurerMathison that unfortunately is out of print but still available from various book resellers.
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Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos
And Miscellaneous Events 2014
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of Chapter activities, and
is subject to change. Out-of-town demonstrators for CAT meetings will usually also be
conducting workshops on neighboring dates. Sign-up details to be announced.

Aug 14

CAT meeting and “Tips and Tricks” presentations by Club members.

Aug 22-24

Southwest Association of Turners 2014 Symposium - Waco, TX
http://www.swaturners.org/

Sep 13-14

Virginia Woodturning Symposium - Fishersville, VA - featuring Stuart
Batty, Molly Winton and others http://www.virginiawoodturners.com/

Sep 17-18

Workshop (Sep 17) and CAT mtg (Sep 18) with Molly Winton:
“Embellishing Your Work With Pyrography”

Sep 20-21

45th Annual Bluemont Fair - Bluemont, VA - CAT will have a double
booth, with turning demos, an information desk, and tables for displays
and sales by participating individual Club members. Watch for details!

Oct 16-18

CAT meeting (Oct 16) and workshops (Oct 17 and 18) with Ashley
Harwood

Nov. 13-14

CAT meeting (Nov 13) demonstration and workshop with Jimmy
Clewes

Dec 18

CAT meeting (activities TBA)
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Odds and Ends
Monday Night Turning
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, VA 20141
When:
Most Mondays 7-10 p.m Watch for emails
For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at:
programs@catoctinareaturners.org
**************

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Togethers
Watch for emails, as the dates change!
Some Tuesdays

Some Thursdays

Time: 12:00 Noon
Where: Wegmans / Sterling

Time: 12:00 Noon
Where: Anthony’s / Purcellville

Breaking Bread at Anthony’s
Photography by Charlie Wortman
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More Odds and Ends
Scott Synnott’s Cherry Haul
Thank you, Dr. Synnott, for sharing a truckload of beautiful Cherry logs with
members of the Chapter!

July Pre-Meeting Dinner Pictures at Ruby Tuesdays Leesburg
Photography by Charlie Wortman
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, August 14, 2014, 6:30 pm
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Department,
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA

Our August Program:
CAT Member Tips and Tricks!
Thursday, August 14, 2014

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Department
215 Loudoun Street, SW
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
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ARE YOUR 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID UP?

.

Membership dues for 2014 will be accepted at any meeting. If you are not able to attend, please make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our
Treasurer, Dennis McCormick, 43665 Jernigan Terrace, Lansdowne, VA 20176
Individuals: $30

Family: $45

2014 CAT Officers
President
Tom Boley
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Juan Gill
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Mark Kaplan
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Dave Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
David Roseman
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreader
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Webmaster

Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Juan Gil
Tom Boley
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson
David Bell

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article or
video to the AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member
Denis L. Delehanty. Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of the AAW for 2014-2016. His AAW email address is:
denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report

By Juan Gil

Group Buy Status Update for August 2014
Hurricane Chucks
Thewoodturningstore.com has offered the Club a 10%-15% discount and free
shipping on all Hurricane Chucks, Chuck Jaws, Adapters, Robust tool rests and
Hurricane turning tools. This group buy is now closed and items will be delivered during the September meeting.
Magnetic Lamps
We will continue to deliver the magnetic LED lamps at the meeting in August.
Please see Juan if you have not picked up your order.
Alan Lacer’s Slipstones/Hones
The Alan Lacer hones are in and ready for delivery during the August meeting.
Please see Juan to pick up your item.
CBN Wheels
In case you missed the CBN wheels group buy, the Club price of $150 plus
shipping will be available to any CAT member for the next four months.
The next group buy will be from Woodcraft for ice cream scoops, bottle openers, pizza cutters (4” and 2” diameter), coffee scoops and screwdriver kits. Juan
will send an email after the August meeting to consolidate demand.
As always, we have in inventory Ruth Niles bottle stoppers at $5 each, CA thin
and medium for $5, accelerator for $6, and 5 min epoxy for $6.
Happy Turning,

Juan
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of what lathes members own as a reference source for
other members who might be considering a purchase of a new (or additional)
lathe. Juan has added some additional information to this listing to also include some
specialized tooling or other items of interest to members:
1.Hollowing systems
2.Coring systems
3.Favorite turning tool
4.Favorite homemade tool
5.What model bandsaw
6.What models of chainsaws
7.Favorite web site related to woodturning
There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the next CAT meeting,
and Juan will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information. Or you
can now contact Juan via email at vp@catoctinareaturners.org. His information is also
listed on the contact page on the CAT web site to request a copy of the form.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning

talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor or who would like to be
matched up with one will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include your
name, address, phone number and email address, and indicate your level of experience as Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens, Pencils and Pendants

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: (703) 737-7880
Fax: (703) 737-6166
leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of each
monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 Fax. (703) 631-7103 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701, they have a great showroom,
friendly staff and a wide selection of exotic and domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items and lumber
purchases. Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as bundled
lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through December 2014
Aug 22
Aug 29
Sep 7
Sep 26
Sep 28
Oct 17
Oct 20
Oct 22
Oct 28
Nov 2
Nov 13
Nov 15
Nov 21

Beginning Pen Turning
Basic Segmented Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Bowl Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Turn a Pepper Mill
Turn a Pepper Mill
Turning Natural Edge Bowls
Introduction to the Lathe
Basic Segmented Turning
Turning a Three-Legged Stool
Beginning Pen Turning

Nov 30
Dec 1
Dec 3
Dec 7
Dec 18
Dec 20
Dec 21

Turning Christmas Ornaments
Turn a Pepper Mill
Turn a Pepper Mill
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Bowl Turning
Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
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