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Meeting
Presenters:

February 19
Doug Thompson
March 19
Steve Schwartz
Doug Thompson of Thompson Lathe Tools
thompsonlathetools.com will be our
February demonstrator. Many of you
may know of Doug's wonderful turning
tools and handles and may, in fact,
have them in your turning arsenal.
Several years ago Doug, a former
Ford Motor Company machinist, set
out to make a high quality turning tool
at an affordable price. After successfully meeting that goal, he started
showing his tools at his local club and
before long was manufacturing tools
for friends and club members. As word spread of his work,
he now spends his "retirement" working full time to meet the
demand for his tools.
Doug will discuss the history of his tools, providing a background into metallurgy, heat treatment and annealing of tool
steel. He will discuss and demonstrate his sharpening techniques with special attention on the bowl gouge and the various grinds that can be used to obtain various profiles for different cuts. Doug will be available to discuss your special
needs and how different profiles can improve your cuts and
finish. He will also have his full array of tools and handles for
you to inspect—and I'm sure to buy, if you haven't already
pre-ordered your own.

1

The President’s Page
By Dave Robinson

Creativity… What Is It? Where Does It Come From? Can It
Be Cultivated?
I’ve heard so many people say, “Oh, I’m not creative; I just wasn’t born with the gift.”
Basically, I don’t believe any of them. I believe all of us humans are born with the ability to create -- some more, some not so much. But in all cases creativity can be cultivated and promoted. What is creativity, anyway? Is it related to rebelliousness? Independence? If so, all us Americans should do well; isn’t our founding document a
declaration of independence? How about a desire to be different? To walk alone? To
march to a different drum? Are the “creative” ones, the ones who “colored outside the
lines” in kindergarten? Should we decide to skip the lines later in life?
All of these metaphors may be helpful but they don’t really give the answer to how
creative people create or how the rest of us can increase our own creativity. If you are
an AAW member, you saw that the cover photo of the October issue featured Terry
Martin’s book, The Creative Woodturner. Inside, the book was reviewed. Since I’ve
wondered about these creativity questions all my life, I immediately ordered the book.
It’s one of three books I took on my recent trip to Cambodia (and the only one I read).
Here’s the Magazine with the action photo on the cover;
and the book, with the same
piece, now finished, on the
cover
Does looking at that those two
photos give you some ideas?
The lathe can give more than
most of us have expected of it.
Terry Martin has been turning for over 30 years and is recognized worldwide as one of the most creative turners out
there. After being asked about creativity many times, he
decided to self-analyze his creativity and write down some
of his influences and thinking processes. He also includes several quotes from other
people from many disciplines who are known for creativity.

(continued)
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The President’s Page
(continued)
Martin spends the first two chapters talking about creative thinking and where ideas
come from, giving some tools to boost creativity. Each of the remaining 15 chapters
highlights a gallery piece (like the covers) in which he tells where the ideas came from
and the tools he used -- both mental tools and turning tools to bring the creative ideas
to fruition.
See if some of these resonate with you:
1. Sometimes the best ideas come from other disciplines, like pottery, or weaving, or
photography, or architecture, or nature—especially nature.
2. Sometimes we don’t need new ideas, as much as we need to escape from old
ones.
3. Much creativity is a compilation of various ideas borrowed from various sources.
Solomon said, “… there is nothing new under the sun.”
4. Think about what might be possible before you go to sleep. Wake up and go turn
your dreams.
5. Don’t ask what? Ask why? Even better, ask why not?
6. Ask, What if? What if a bowl had two bases? How about three? etc.
7. If you have a problem, exaggerate it and make it a virtue. Filling a crack with turquoise, coffee, or key shavings with epoxy is an example.
Martin assures us that creativity can be learned and increased but we must work at
it—and he gives us some pointers on how to do that. He says it’s similar to learning
other things; like how to not get a catch. How do you learn to not get catches? By getting catches, of course. So in the pursuit of the creative, we must be willing to produce
some not so creative pieces along the way and not give up on the process of continuous improvement.
He says, "Being creative involves the way we think, the way we see, and the way we
interpret information. Much of this book is about that process and, if you are open to it,
you can break down the barriers to producing original work."
Let me close with a challenge: Take some of these ideas and make something creative. If you get stuck or want to brainstorm some options… come join us at TNT
(Thursday Night Turning). Terry Martin’s book will be sitting on the table saw. The
pictures alone will get your creative juices flowing. Denis Delahanty was over and together we kicked some ideas around about how to make a three legged something or
other… You’ll see it at Show and Tell soon. I bet you’ll say, “Wow, that’s creative!”
Happy Turns,

Dave Robinson
CAT President
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President’s Creativity Challenge
Creativity Contest Rules
1. The piece must be made during the contest period; from now till the March Meeting.
2. The piece must be unlike anything the contestant has ever done before.
3. Collaboration is allowed.
4. Inspiration from other disciplines is encouraged.
5. Other materials besides wood are allowed.
6. Other tools besides lathes may be used, but a lathe must be used on at least part
of the project.
Common and not so common embellishment is allowed and encouraged.
Judging will be by a judge or judges who are from outside the club and creative professionals in their fields.
Awards will be in the following categories:
1. Most outside the box thinking. This one is for raw creativity—skilled craftsmanship not so important.
2. Best development of an unusual idea. This one is creative but skill in executing
the work is essential.
Awards to the winners will be decided and announced at the April Meeting.
Happy Creative Turning,
Dave Robinson, CAT President
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More About the Creativity Challenge
Here’s an example of the progression of an idea which represents
several of the ideas that Terry Martin expands on in his book. The
top ‘Four Foot Bowl’ was from the
first CAT workshop I ever attended
… in Terry Lund’s shop with Jamie
Donaldson instructing. Some of
you were there. As you can see,
the project was a square bowl with
corners in the ‘normal’ configuration
and a standard base. At the end of
the day there was time, and wood
left, so I began asking myself the
questions: What if? I wonder if I
could? Why not? Who says I can’t? and I’ll bet I can!
My first thought was, “If I can have four legs, why not more? How about 8?” So I began my crude attempt at what eventually evolved into the bottom piece which I’ve
named the Octopod and some have turned on a Thursday night TNT. I remember Jamie coming over to my lathe and asking, “What are you doing?” It wasn’t condemning.
It was just a question. At that point I couldn’t even give a clear answer, I just knew I
was doing “something different.”
Five iterations later, the wings had turned down and everything had gotten bigger, but
it was basically the same idea Jamie had brought to the class … just with additions
and modifications. Perhaps the mantra should be, “Creativity is in the Rabbit Trails.”
Points along the way from this example can mostly be summarized in questions:
Always question the status quo. Is this the only way? Is this the best way? There
must be a better or different way.
If I can do this, maybe I can do that. Who says I can’t? Access your Declaration of
Independence roots. Thumb your nose at King George and dump the tea in the harbor. Bet that you can. Give it a go. And do not give up after initial attempts. Along
the way to the Octopod, I made a funnel and decorated a few pieces of firewood.
Don’t listen to people who say you can’t do that, or that your ideas are “incorrect."
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Creativity Challenge (continued)
Can someone please make a 6-legged bowl? That’s an example of this “Divergent
Thinking” that we are talking about.
Quantum Leap or Continuous Improvement?
The answer is usually “Both.” In this example, there was a quantum leap to an eightlegged bowl. (I had never even thought of a four-legged bowl before that day). Then
there were small movements of continuous improvement. Both are valid steps of creativity. The small steps are almost guaranteed, if you head into your shop taking the
questions listed here and in Terry Martin’s book as the context of your thinking.
The Quantum Leap is a little harder to schedule—but it is possible to at least help it
along. One of the best ways is to get out of your comfortable environment. Go to a
gallery. See someone else’s thinking. Visit someone else’s shop.
I love our Show and Tell. There I see both Quantum Leaps and Continuous Improvement. One of the best opportunities is the AAW National Symposium which will be
held in Pittsburgh on June 25-28. There will be so many mind blowing opportunities
for Quantum Leaps in Creativity, your head will be ready to explode by the end of the
second day! Mark you calendar. There will be carpools.
One more thought; don’t worry about copying. You can’t copy Bin Pho. Even if you
tried, the result would be different. Creative people are Compilers. They take an idea
from here and an idea from there and one from who knows where else. Mix it all together and out comes the finished piece which the rest of us call creative. If you carry
these questions into your work, you will find so many diverging rabbit trails of differentiation before you are done…. It will be different. It will be creative, and it will be yours.

Dave Robinson
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Editor’s Bench

T

By Jeanette Lion

he January Newsletter has a new Editor. David Roseman has left some “big
shoes” to fill. He has been very gracious in assisting me with the transition.

At the December, meeting all of the proposed amendments to the Bylaws were
passed. The slate of offices published in the December newsletter were elected; the
editor position was filled later in the month.
December’s meeting was rather quickly followed by the 2015 CAT Anniversary Party
at Whitestone Farm. The food was delicious, the fellowship was fabulous, and the
host—George Lemm—delighted with stories of the farm. George has invited everyone to attend their Spring Sale on March 28th at noon. More details can be found at
their website WhitestoneFarm.com and pictures of the Anniversary Party are on the
following pages.
Both East and West’s “You Gotta Eat” luncheons were well attended despite the cold
weather. The West’s luncheon explored a new location—The Green Turtle. The management permitted us to have a designated room, which enhanced the fellowship.
Watch your inbox for the next luncheons.

Jeanette Lion
CAT Newsletter Editor
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CAT Anniversary Party
Pictures provided by Jeter Benbow and
Dennis McCormick
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More Pics from the Anniversary Party
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More Pics from the Anniversary Party
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Ken Poirier’s Decorative December Demonstration
by Jeanette Lion

C

AT’s own program director stepped in for the December program a presented an
informative demonstration titled “Gilt Trip.”

Ken began the evening showing the
techniques for turning a bowl.

Then a light coat of black lacquer
was applied to cover, but not fill,
the open pores of the sanded bowl
exterior.

After drying, the bowl was reversed,
chucked at the tenon, and hollowed
to final thickness
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December Demo (continued)

Various shades of spray paint were
used to create a gradient of color on
the interior of the bowl.

Ken discussed the use of Cole
Jaws, a specialty chuck accessory, which holds the bowl at
the rim allowing access to the
tenon for final shaping or removal."

The final step was applying the
gold gilding paste .

We appreciate Ken stepping in
at the last minute to bring such
a glittering demonstration.
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Show and Tell - December Meeting
All Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Dinner Plate - Siberian Elm
Paul Lion

Decorative Plate - Box Elder
Paul Lion

Bowl - Walnut
Bill Devlin

Toy - Olive Wood, Padauk
Bill Devlin
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Basket Weave
Pyrography on
Cherry Bowl
Robin Wortman

Winter Scene Pyrography
on Hollow Maple Ball
Robin Wortman

Stipple Design
Pyrography on
Ambrosia Maple
Robin Wortman
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Vase with live flower
Ambrosia Spalted Maple
Lim Schubert

Snowman Twist Pens Holly (left), Oak (right)
Chris Liebermann

Snowman Winter Scene project
(Carmichael Workshop)
Chris Liebermann

Various tool handles:
White Oak and Bocote with
double-ended Hosaluk inserts
Ken Poirier
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Jimmy Clewes inspired torched ash bowl with
dyed curly maple lid, and blackwood knob
Ken Proirier

Gilt Trip Bowl - Red Oak
Ken Poirier

Dyed Rim Platter - Curly Maple
Hands-on with Jimmy Clewes
Ken Poirier
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Bowl - Spalted Maple
Harriet Maloney

Bowl - Cherry
Juan Gil

Burl Bowl - Cherry
Don Maloney
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Coopered Birdhouse
Gordon Swenson

Two Bowls - Maple
Carved / Ink Spalt
Gordon Swenson

Natural Edge Bowls
Cherry
Gordon Swenson
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting
Lacquered & Gilded Rim Ash Platter
Jimmy Clewes Workshop
Roy Aber

Box
Jimmy Clewes Workshop
Roy Aber

Tree Topper
Maple and Colorwood
Roy Aber
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Chip & Dip Platter
Spalted Maple
Scott Synnout

Hollow Forms
Maple, Tungua Nut, Walnut
Ray Willis

Luncheon Plate American Chestnut
Paul Lion
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Large Bowl Red Sycamore
Paul Lion

Large Bowl Florida Mahogany
Paul Lion

Natural Edge Plate Black Cherry
Paul Lion
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More Show and Tell - December Meeting

Pen with Scroll Saw Cut
Virginia State Quarter
Charlie Wortman

Acrylic Casting Pens
Copper Foil (t),
Bird Feathers (m),
Indian Maiden Scene
Charlie Wortman

Christmas Tree
Curly Maple, White Oak
& Purple Heart
Battery Pack Package
Ken Poirier
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Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos
and Miscellaneous Events 2015
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops.
Dates and sign-up details to be announced.

Feb 19

CAT Meeting and sharpening demonstration with Doug Thompson of
Thompson Tools

Mar 19

CAT Meeting and Steve Schwartz demonstrating end grain hollowing
with a captured hollowing tool

Apr 16

CAT Meeting with marbling and surface treatment demonstration by
Katie Miller

May 14-16

2015 Utah Woodturning Symposium, Provo, UT

May 14

CAT Meeting
and Alan Lacer demonstrating The Skew (Workshops TBA)

Jun 18

CAT Meeting and coring demonstration with Andy Cole
(Workshops TBA)

Jun 25-28

2015 AAW International Woodturning Symposium, Pittsburgh, PA

Jul 16

CAT Meeting with Rudy Lopez demonstrating Winged Bowls
(Workshops TBA)

Aug 20

CAT Annual Picnic (location TBA) (Tentative date)

Sep 17

CAT Meeting and Cynthia Gibson presenting pyrography and surface
embellishment (Workshops TBA)

Oct 15

CAT Meeting (Activities TBA)

Nov 19

CAT Meeting (Activities TBA)

Dec 17

CAT Meeting (Activities TBA)
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More Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, VA 20141
When:
Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights
6 to9 p.m.(Winter hours) - Watch for emails
For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at:
president@catoctinareaturners.org
**************

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together
Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change!
“CAT East” Lunches

“CAT West” Lunches

Some Tuesdays

Some Thursdays

Time: 12:00 Noon

Time: 12:00 Noon

The Green Turtle in Leesburg
(Thanks for the pictures Charlie)
24

You Gotta’ Eat Picture
The East Luncheon

Pictures by Charlie Wortman
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, February 19, 2015
at 6:30 pm
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our December Demonstrator:
Doug Thompson
Tool Sharpening

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2015 ARE DUE
If you have not already renewed your CAT membership for 2015, please pay your dues
on or before the February 2015 meeting. There are three convenient ways to pay: (1)
in person at a meeting, (2) by PayPal sent to djm@smartneighborhood.net, or (3) by
mail with check payable to Catoctin Area Turners, sent to our Treasurer,
Dennis McCormick, 43665 Jernigan Terrace, Lansdowne, VA 20176
Individuals: $30

Family: $45

2015 CAT Officers
President
Dave Robinson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Bob Parson
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Mark Kaplan
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Ken Poirier
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Jeanette Lion
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Chris Liebermann
Tom Boley, Ken Poirier,
and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Bob Parson
(Pending appointment)

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L.
Delehanty. Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of the
AAW for 2014-2016. His AAW email address is:
denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report
The Jimmy Clewes and Doug Thompson tool group buy will be available
for pick up at the February Meeting.
As announced by email, CAT has purchased AnchorSeal (the original
formula). By buying a drum and filling individual containers (one and
five gallon containers), it is offered at the great price of $12/gallon.
Please see Ken Poirier or Chris Liebermann to purchase.
Below are some pictures of the CAT distribution operation. Enjoy!
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model bandsaw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

There will be a copy of the current listing of member lathes at the next CAT meeting,
and Juan will have some sign-up sheets to submit this additional information.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

29

CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Functional turning

Ornaments and small items

Artistic turning

Pens, Pencils and Pendants

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented turning

Square Bowls

Spindle turning

Hollow forms

Turning/Chasing Threads
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: (703) 737-7880
Fax: (703) 737-6166
leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through April 2015
Feb 10
Feb 20
Feb 21
Mar 1
Mar 6
Mar 13
Mar 20
Mar 21
Mar 26
Mar 31
Apr 1
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 24
Apr 25

Shop Design, Layout & Dust Collection
Beginning Pen Turning
Turning a Three-Legged Stool
Introduction to the Lathe
Basic Segmented Turning
Turning a Ball
Basic Segmented Turning
Bowl Turning
Beginning Pen Turning
Turn a Pepper Mill
Turn a Pepper Mill
Turning Natural Edge Bowls
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
The Art of Wood Burning

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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