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Woodturning Classes

Meeting
Presenters:

Last Thursday was our October 15 CAT
meeting featuring a “Three Ring Ornament”
Demonstration. This was not about turning
three rings on an ornament, but having
three lathes and different turners turning
ornaments at the same time. Thursday’s
demonstration featured audience
participation as we interacted with the
turners and guessed what they are turning.
It was a different type of turning
demonstration and provided entertainment
from both sides of the bed ways. Hopefully
you were in the audience and got several
ideas for Holiday gifts.
Our November demonstration will feature a guest turner/carver
from our sister club in Alexandria, Capital Area Woodturners.
Bill Fowkes will show us how he starts with a section of tree
limb and then turns and carves it into a tree of the same
species. This is a unique project that he will be demonstrating
so be sure to attend the November demonstration meeting.
The December meeting belongs to you the membership. We
can all learn from each other and sharing what you have
learned helps everyone in the club. So dust off your favorite
tips and tricks and let your program director know what you
want to share. Let Ken Poirier know what you want to talk
about at either of the upcoming meetings or send him an email
at programs@catoctinareaturners.org.
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The President’s Page
By Dave Robinson

Don’t Believe Everything You
Hear … Especially If They
Have Something to Sell
Most of us have been around long enough to have
heard teachers say that their way of doing things is the
only way or the best way. Most of us have learned to
take what they say with a grain of salt. Their way may
be a good way, and it may be the “only” way for them.
When it comes to woodturning, there’s always another
way. Other than demonstrators with one way of doing
things, there are other dangers in our craft in listening to “experts."
I told previously how by moving around, working with my saw at different locations, I
had mistakenly given it a drink of UNMIXED fuel; embarrassing but true. Let me
share what happened next as it may be helpful to you or someone you know who will
sooner or later do the same thing.
The saw slowed down, ground to a halt, and then would not start. Unaware of the
fuel foul-up, I assumed it needed a tune up so I took it in to the shop. A few days
later, I got a call telling me the saw had been run with un-mixed gas which ruined it
and that I needed to buy a new saw. Wow! That was an unhappy phone call.
Checking the fuel at one of the cans I had been fueling from, I found the part about
the fuel was indeed true. I told them I would pick up the saw; so for $35.00 I got my
sick saw back with the parts in a plastic bag. It was like losing a family member.
Some of you saw me moping around without my big baby at the last cutting party.
I looked in the exhaust and could see some scoring marks on the piston skirt, so the
diagnosis was correct, at least the part about the fuel and the scoring. But whether
the saw was totaled and I needed to start over with new saw… that was still to be
determined.
I began to do research, talking to guys in the club and checking online forums. It’s
amazing what’s easily available with Google, or just pick up the phone and ask Siri.
Club members Don Maloney and Paul Lion also pointed me in the right direction.
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(Continued)
Here’s what I found out.
1. Unmixed gas will indeed score a piston and eventually seize up a saw or
other 2 cycle engine.
2. That may or may not be fatal to the unit.
3. A complete rebuild with factory parts is probably not economically feasible
as the cost will approach that of a new saw.
4. A top end rebuild may be all that is needed, which includes the cylinder
and piston.
5. Still, factory OEM parts for this will cost 2-3 times as much as
aftermarket. Testimonials on various forums say the best aftermarkets
have served well.
6. A top-end rebuild is within the capabilities of most of us. Aftermarket parts
are a little over $100. Not too bad versus a $1,100 replacement.
7. There’s a chance the saw can be resurrected without any of this. Giving it
a try won’t make anything worse and it just may work.
I tried the resurrection route: Mounted the saw in a vice to hold it in position to allow
a thin lubricant to flow down over the piston rings from the exhaust port. Liquid
Wrench was recommended, but I used WD-40. I flooded the port with WD-40
several times over several days. Occasionally I would gently pull the starter cord.
Each time it got easier and easier.
After it got as smooth as it was going to get with the lubricant it was time to put the
rest of the saw back together. Schematics from the internet allowed me to get all the
parts back where they belonged.
Now it was time to pull the starter cord and see what happened. It started on the
second pull! Wow! I hadn’t really expected that nor the amount of smoke that it put
out. I shut it down before the smoke alarms went off but I could barely see in my
shop; WD-40 burns real smoky.
Going outside, I started it again and—after burning out all the WD-40—it started
running clean. Then I sank its teeth into a big cherry log and it seems to be cutting
as well as it ever did.
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(Conclusion)
Paul suggests that I may have shortened the life of my engine by 20%. But since I
only use the saw 100 hours a year, I expect that it will last me the rest of my days.
To summarize: Of course do not run unmixed gas in your two cycle saw. But if you
do, the dealer’s statement that “you need to buy a new saw” is probably not the case.
You may be fortunate and be able to resurrect your saw like I did. Or you can
replace the cylinder and piston and rings quite economically, especially if you use
good aftermarket parts. Another thing is to develop a system like an aircraft pilot’s
checklist about mixing and fueling your saw. And finally, it is good to find a saw
mechanic who has a preference toward repair rather than a dealer who has a
preference toward new sales.

Update… You Will Not Believe This!!
After happily running my big saw for a few weeks, I was leading some volunteer work
at our community garden. I had “trained” a young man on the chainsaw including
pointing out the oil and properly mixed fuel for when he finished the first tank… and I
headed off on a hardware store run to get needed parts. When I got back, he
informed me that the saw had stopped after he had filled it with…. of course….
unleaded fuel, which he had found on his own. It was hard for me to keep a good
attitude at that point…. but this was a church group; maybe this was my patience
lesson for the day.
But the good news and the rest of the story is that after dumping the unmixed fuel
and refilling with mixed (plus a little extra oil for good measure) it started up again
and seems to be running strong. So the moral of the story is of course you do not
want to run unmixed gas—but if you do it does not seem to be as catastrophic as the
saw dealers would have you believe.
If anyone has a saw they would like to try to resurrect, I would be happy to help you
give it a try.
Happy Sawing & Turning,

Dave Robinson
CAT President

4

Editor’s Bench
By Jeanette Lion

When Paul and I left for Tennessee, I was wondering if a week’s hotel and dining
were going to be worth the price for five days of instruction at Arrowmont School.
Were not the CAT classes just as good or maybe even better, since travel expenses
are not required? Moreover, the instructor had been one of CAT’s demonstrators.
But, it would be a shame to waste the free week of instruction (Paul had won the
tuition at the Fishersville Symposium).
I had changed my tune by the time we returned from Gatlinburg. Paul has gained an
ease and confidence with his turning which had not occurred with 2-day classes or
demonstrations. The environment was perfect for learning. Paul seemed to absorb
new techniques and perfect others.
So if you are interested in enhancing your skill level or gaining a new technique, let
me suggest a week at Arrowmont. In my opinion, you will be investing wisely.
Jeanette Lion
CAT Newsletter Editor

Classroom instruction at Arrowmont with Rudy Lopez
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Cynthia Gibson Demonstration
Article by Ken Poirier

Pictures by Jeter Benbow

Cynthia Gibson, a pyroengraver and wood artist, visited
CAT this past September 16 and 17 leading a 2-day
workshop and finishing up her stay with a demonstration at
our monthly meeting. Cynthia clearly and succinctly laid out
her method of pyrography and color treatment of her
engravings. Cynthia stressed that the key to her style of
engraving is to:
1. Use a light colored, tightly grained wood such as
Bradford pear (her favorite), maple, and sycamore.
Cherry is good to burn, but with her coloring
technique the darker, reddish hue of the wood can
change the final coloring and not truly represent your
intended final color.
2. Find a comfortable working position. Bring the work
as close as possible to your eyes and be sure to have a comfortable seat for
the long hours of burning you will be doing. Although she does not like using a
magnifying light or visor, if it helps you to see your work better then by all
means use the tools.
3. Provide ample light on your work field. Make sure that you have ample light and
this may mean using several lamps to illuminate, without shadow, the area that
you are working on.
4. Finish sand your piece to a minimum of 400 grit. She does not recommend
using the pyrography to hide or camouflage imperfections or turning mistakes.
To create your best work, do so on your best turned pieces.
5. Use a light touch and low voltage (heat) for the pyrography. The hand piece
should be comfortable in your hand and avoid over gripping as it may lead to
cramp and loss of control on the work piece. Too tight a grip also leads to too
much pressure on the pyrography tip which leads to diminished control and
more mistakes. Cynthia favors the Razer Tip dual output power unit as it
provides 2 levels of heat control. This unit also allows to reliably and
consistently control your voltage (heat) setting for your hand piece. Although not
necessary or required, she prefers fixed
tip hand pieces as supplied by Razer
Tip. Use of the fixed hand piece saves
time when changing a whole hand piece
as opposed to stopping to fiddling with
mounting screws on interchangeable tip
hand piece. Additionally, she asserts that
a fixed tip hand piece provides a stiffer
and better to control tip.
6

Cynthia Gibson Demonstration
(Continued)
Cynthia demonstrated a number of different texturing and pen techniques. She stated
that uses a medium Razer Tip rounded skew for 80-90% of her work. Be sure to keep
the tip sharp and free of debris. Clean and sharpen as often as is needed. Another of
her other favorite tip profiles is a 1/32” ball tip which can be used to stipple, shade and
write with, Cynthia also favors using small and medium fish scale tips and V-tip to
create interesting repeating patterns, either in combination or by themselves.. Before
jumping right into creating your masterpiece, have a similar specie of wood finished to
the same degree as your finished piece to test your technique, hand piece control and
heat level. This may help you to discover a better way to approach your finished piece.
These basic techniques and more were presented to the hands-on workshop
participants. The attendees created a story board on Day 1 and practiced their
technique and experimented with the different tips. Cynthia showed the class how to
apply color to a pyroengraved piece. She demonstrated how she layers color on and
builds to her final top coat color. For the workshop, the participants used alcohol based
paint pens. Tombow and Prismacolor colored ink pens were used in the workshop,
however Sakura Pigma and Faber-Castell pens are also recommended. In her own
work, Cynthia uses shellac/alcohol based inks applied by artist brushes to color her
work. She does not recommend acrylic based inks as they tend to raise the grain on
your previously smoothed piece.
Both the demonstration and workshop attendees learned a lot. Many of the workshop
attendees would like to learn more advanced techniques. Perhaps there is an
opportunity in the future to combine a class to accommodate all the CAT members
who wished they had taken this workshop and to provide the next level of
pyroengraving to our
already accomplished
CAT pyrographers.
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Show and Tell - September Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Cherry Bowl
with Pyrography
Ute Gil

Pyrography Sample Board
Gibson Class
Tina Chisena

Maple Pyrography
Sample Board
Gibson Class
Robin Wortman
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Pyrography Plate Sample
in progress in Maple
Gibson Class
Robin Wortman

3D Pieces X-Axis Turned
Jelutong with Pyrography
Tina Chisena

Pyrography Sample Board
Gibson Class
Ken Poirier
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Cherry Coffee Scoop
with pyrography
(Gibson Class)
Maple Bottle Opener
ready for pyrography
Ken Poirier

Box Scraper Handle
Red Oak with Chestnut
Dyes & Semi-gloss
Lacquer
Ken Poirier

Cherry Platter
no finish
Charlie Wortman
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting
Blackwood Tear Drop
Boxes
Harriet & Don Maloney

Heptagon Scalloped Edge
Maple Dish
no finish
Charlie Wortman

Seam Rippers in
Acrylic and Colorwood
Charlie Wortman

Off-center, Off-axis,
Off-kilter Maple Dish
no finish
Charlie Wortman

Bottle Stoppers in
Mixed Woods with
Watco Lacquer
(8x) and Buff
Charlie Wortman
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Maple Bowls
no finish
Charlie Wortman

Pepper Mill
various woods
Tim Gregory

Lidded Box in Cherry
Dale Balzer
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Small Bowl
Heart of Ash
Dave Robinson

Honey Pot
Red Maple
Dave Robinson
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Walnut Bowl
Dyed & Waxed
Daryl Rickard
Georgia Assoc. of
Wood Turners

Cherry Bowls
Scott Synnott

Ambrosia Spalted Maple
Bowl
Scott Synnott
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Maple Utility Bowl
Harriett Maloney

Norfolk Island Pine Dish
Harriett Maloney

Military Swiger Stick
Hard Maple &
Brazilian Ebony
Dyed Navy Blue
Don Maloney
Dave Swiger
George Paxton
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

16” Platter
Ambrosia Maple
George Paxton

Ambrosia Maple Mallet
George Paxton

Cedar Bowl
Trudy Woldenhauer
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

4 ½” Lidded Poplar Box
Herb Witenstein

11 ½” Poplar Bowl
Herb Witenstein

Tops made of
Purple Heart, Ash
Walnut, Maple
Herb Witenstein
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More Show and Tell - September Meeting

Cherry Bowl
Jim Horner

Walnut Bowl with
Various turnings
Gifts for Guests
Denis Delehanty

More Gifts for Guests
Denis Delehanty
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Cynthia Gibson Demonstration
Photos by Jeter Benbow
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Cynthia Gibson Demonstration (cont.)
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Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos
and Miscellaneous Events 2015 and 2016
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

Nov 19

CAT Meeting; Bill Fowkes demonstrating Tree from a Tree

Dec 17

CAT Meeting - Tips and Tricks
+ + + + + + + + 2016 + + + + + + + +

January

CAT Anniversary Party
Watch for upcoming information

Feb 18

CAT Meeting and demonstration (TBD)

Mar 17

CAT Meeting and demonstration (TBD)

(2015 Anniversary Show & Tell)
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More Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, Va. 20141

When:
Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights
6 to 9 p.m. - Watch for emails
For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at:
president@catoctinareaturners.org

**************
“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together
Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change!
“CAT East” Lunch

“CAT West” Lunch
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, November 19, 2015
at 6:30 pm
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our November Demonstrator:
Bill Fowkes

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2015 CAT Officers
President
Dave Robinson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Bob Parson
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Mark Kaplan
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Ken Poirier
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Jeanette Lion
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Chris Liebermann
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Bob Parson
Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L.
Delehanty. Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of
the AAW for 2014-2016. His AAW email address is:
denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report
Is there an item or two which you use frequently in your wood turning?
Have you wondered if there is some way to cut the price? Well, come to
the back table and let me (Chris) know.
Discounted items still available are: CA Glue in all thicknesses, AnchorSeal gallon jugs, and bottle stoppers.
Chris Liebermann

***************************************************************

Transferring Images — Cynthia Gibson Demonstration

25

Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Chasing Threads
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Leesburg Plaza
512 E. Market
Leesburg, VA 20176
Phone: (703) 737-7880
Fax: (703) 737-6166
leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
28

Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through December 2015
Oct 23
Oct 24
Oct 30
Oct 31
Nov 1
Nov 8
Nov 10 & 11
Nov 17
Nov 20
Dec 1
Dec 11
Dec 13
Dec 19
Dec 27

Beginning Pen Turning
Art of Wood Burning
Basic Segmented Turning
Turning Natural Edge Bowls
Introduction to the Lathe
Turning Christmas Ornaments
Turn a Pepper Mill
Shop Design, Layout & Dust Collection
Beginning Pen Turning
Turn a Lidded Box
Beginning Pen Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Bowl Turning
Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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