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Meeting
Presenters:

May 19
Mike Sorge
Our guest turner at this month’s meeting will be Tom Wirsing.
At our meeting Tom will be demonstrating how to turn the
perfect platter. Having just returned from a turning tour of
Australia he may just regale with some stories from down
under. (So do the lathes turn in reverse on that southern
continent?)
Tom Wirsing was born in Roanoke, Virginia, in the
Shenandoah Valley, an historic center of American furniture
building and woodturning. Tom’s dad was an expert on
American period furniture and had a well-equipped workshop
which included a lathe. Tom began turning wood as a young
boy. After graduating from Roanoke College with a degree in
Physics, Tom began traveling extensively. He lived and
worked in Europe, Asia, and nine US States. The lathe in his
dad’s workshop became distant memory.
About 20 years ago Tom found himself working for the Hewlett
-Packard Company in Chicago and living in a house with a
spacious basement. He bought a lathe and began turning
wood again. At first he made mostly furniture but, almost by
chance, he attended a demonstration by Richard Raffan, a
well-known Australian wood turner. Richard took a rough
piece of American black cherry timber and turned it into a
wonderful bowl. Tom was hooked.
Thus began Tom’s interest in creating art pieces on the
lathe. He now turns primarily platters and bowls from a variety
of woods. His favorite wood is figured maple.
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April’s Demonstration
(Continued)
Tom is a member of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), a non-profit
organization of wood turners which has 15,000 members worldwide. Tom served
two terms as president of the AAW. He also served two terms as president of the
Front Range Woodturners in Denver. For more information on the AAW visit
www.woodturner.org.
Tom has demonstrated at the AAW Symposium, the Utah Woodturning Symposium,
the Rocky Mountain Woodturning Symposium, Turnfest in Australia, as well as many
AAW chapters across the USA and Canada.
In addition to turning wood, Tom enjoys building furniture. He has built tables, beds,
chests of drawers, cabinets and a variety of other furniture.
Tom is an avid traveler. He has visited all 50 US states, around 70 countries and all
seven of the world’s continents.
Tom resides with his wife Melinda on a ranch in north Boulder County, in the foothills
of the Colorado Rocky Mountains, where he grazes Angus cattle, builds furniture,
and turns wood.
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The President’s Page
By Dave Robinson

How The American Woodturner
Saved My Vacation!
Luelle and I just checked another one off our Bucket
List… sailing through the Panama Canal. We left from
LA and stopped along the way down the coast to
Panama, Cabo San Lucas, Acapulco, Costa Rica and a
few more. The Panama Canal was awesome, but
mainly because I had read Path Between The Seas, the
definitive work on the Canal. Solid history but written as
a story including the intrigue, deception, heartache and
the final victory. Don't do the canal without reading that
book. After the canal was Cartagena, Columbia, then
straight to Fort Lauderdale.
So how did the American Woodturner save my vacation? Well, this trip was 17 days
and there were several “sea days” no ports of call, and no tours. Sure there were
lectures and jacuzzis and all you could eat and drink. But after a while relaxation
starts to set in. That’s a good thing. That’s when I pulled out one of the three
copies of American Woodturner that I had brought along for just such an
eventuality. I read it cover to cover and I was really reading with different eyes. I
had read it before but it had been in between the hustle and bustle of “normal” life. I
normally skim and read a few articles and come back to the magazine, (or not) as I’m
able. Reading it in a full on relaxed state is a whole different experience. From this
deeper reading, I found:
Demonstrators that we need to host
Classes that we need to offer
Audio Video that we need to catch up on
Tools that I need
A new twist on my career as a wood turner…
Needless to say, I was glad I was a member of AAW and had thought to bring old
copies of the American Woodturner magazine. Actually I can’t imagine being a
woodturner without joining AAW and getting the magazine and all the other benefits
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The President’s Page
(Continued)
of membership. As a member, I get access to all the old magazines, all the way
back to the beginning. Those magazines have some really good articles, some of
which have strongly affected who I am and who I am becoming as a Woodturner.
To summarize: It’s really good to get to a state of deep relaxation. This was the
longest vacation with the most sea days we’ve ever had.
Subscribe to American Woodturner and make sure you read it in a relaxed state to
get the most benefit from it.
Just a final note. I didn’t come home with all my magazines. One evening we
shared a table with the world’s most travelled film director. Marlin Darrow has been
making film documentaries internationally for over 40 years. After reading the
recent article about Glen Lucas mastering filming and editing and listening to our
librarian, Burgan, about Glen’s training DVD’s at the last meeting, I was primed to
ramp up our video training efforts.…. So I asked Marlin to another dinner for some
deeper level discussion about filming, editing, publishing etc. I hope you’ll be seeing
the results of that meeting in months to come. We discussed the difference
between art and craft and what it takes to raise a training video to the level of an art
piece . It turns out that there was an exhibition of Salvador Dali’s sculptures on
board. Now there was a tortured mind and a genius for sure. And Marlin had done
a documentary on Dali so was quite familiar. Anyway, I sent Marlin home with the
American Woodturner and our mutual promise to continue our dialogue. I’m staying
curious to see where this goes. Bottom line: Don't miss out on the fun. Join
AAW. Relax. And read the American Woodturner. Sit back and see what
happens!
Happy Turns,

Dave Robinson
CAT President
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

There’s a new editor in town. I’m learning the ins and outs of this routine and will
strive to meet the high standards that have been set. This may take some time so
just stick with me.
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

***************************************************************
A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

!!**LAST CALL**!!
Please send your 2016 dues to the Treasurer
via the CAT website with PayPal
or
Check (made out to CAT) to the treasurer
to
43665 Jernigan Terrace
Lansdowne, VA 20176.
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“Vacuum Chuck” Demonstration
Slides by David Roseman
Our very own David Roseman presented the March demonstration on Vacuum
Chucks , how they work, how WELL they work, where to get them, and how to build
and use your own. As we all know David is very thorough and always finds the best
places to obtain components and where to find instructions. Some of his slides from
that presentation follow:
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Show and Tell - March Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Bill Hardy
Ring Boxes
Maple and Box Elder

Bowl with Segmented
Ring
Walnut and Maple
Dave Brown

Segmented Bowl
Pecan, Purple Heart
Dave Brown
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More Show and Tell - March Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Segmented Bowl
Blood Wood and Maple
Dave Brown

Segmented Bowl
Blood Wood and Maple
Dave Brown

Turned and Carved
Ambrosia Maple
Herb Witenstein
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More Show and Tell - March Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Natural Edge Bowl
Red Gum
Ray Willis

Ray Willis

Maple Candy
Dish
Paul Lion

Cherry Bowl
Juan Gill
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More Show and Tell - March Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Salad Bowl
Harriet Maloney

Natural Edge Bowl
Harriet Maloney

Salt Cellar
Red Maple
Roy Aber
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More Show and Tell - March Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Tool Handle
Color Wood
Roy Aber

Pepper Mill and Salt
Shaker
Purple Heart
Tim Gregory
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2016
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

April 14

CAT Meeting - Tom Wirsing – Turning the Perfect Platter

May 7

Reston Association Spring Festival ***

May 19

CAT Meeting - Mike Sorge – Flared Natural Edge Bowl

May 20 and 21

Mike Sorge Workshop

June 9-12

AAW 30th Anniversary Symposium - Atlanta GA

June 16

CAT Meeting - TBD

July 24

CAT Picnic

August 18

Frank Jessup – Turning Dried Wood Harvested from Green

September 15

CAT Meeting - TBD

September 17-18 Bluemont Fair, Bluemont, VA
October 13

CAT Meeting - TBD

November 4-6

Virginia Symposium, Fishersville VA

November 17

CAT Meeting - TBD

December 15

CAT Meeting - TBD

*** Reston Spring Festival. May 7:
In lieu of the Earth Day event we have attended in Ashburn the past several years,
CAT will be participating in the Reston Association Spring Festival on May 7th. As per
our usual arrangement we will have a tent with two lathes set up to demonstrate turning. There will be an opportunity for members who volunteer at the booth to display
and sell their turnings. The event will take place from 12 – 5 pm at the Walker Nature
Center, 11450 Glade Drive, Reston, VA 20191. This festival will feature a variety of
hands-on activities and entertainment. Highlights include acoustic music, live animals,
craft-making for kids, displays and information from environmental groups as well as
fishing and canoe/kayak rentals on Lake Audubon. There will also be a native plant
sale by Nature By Design. Entertainment Sponsor: Reston Community Center. For
more information, call 703-476-9689. More information to follow if you would like to
volunteer at this event.
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Odds and Ends
The first youth class had six youngsters in four different
classes (Mallet, Pens, Bowls, and Ice Cream Scoop) is
complete and all had a good time and, more important,
learned something..
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More Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, Va. 20141

When:
Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights
2 to 5 and 6 to 9 p.m. with dinner at a local restaurant
- Watch for emails
For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at:
president@catoctinareaturners.org

**************
“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together
Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change!
“CAT East” Lunch

“CAT West” Lunch
17

Odds and Ends
Continued

More TNT
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, April 14, 2016
at 6:30 pm
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our April Demonstrator:
Tom Wirsing

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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Results of a recent
woodcutting party

2015 CAT Officers
President
Dave Robinson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Bob Parson
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Beverly Robillard
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Ken Poirier
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Chris Liebermann
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Bob Parson
Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L.
Delehanty. Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of
the AAW for 2014-2016. His AAW email address is:
denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report
Is there an item or two which you use frequently in your wood turning?
Have you wondered if there is some way to cut the price? Well, come to
the back table and let me (Chris) know.
The OneWay order from last month is in and available for pick up.

Discounted items available are:





CA Glue
A few gallons of Anchor Seal [if you would like Anchor Seal please let me
know in advance]
Both styles of Ruth Niles Bottle stoppers along with a new Bottle Stopper
starter kit. Some Bottle Stopper Blanks in Walnut and Colorwood.
A limited supply of Jerusalem Stones from Ruth Niles,

Announcing the Spring Craft Supplies Buy- With club order of $1000 from Craft Supplies we will receive Free Shipping and Club Members get an 8% discount off the
order subtotal. The club will receive an additional 2% of each sale to help with programming and demonstrations. Watch for details.

Chris Liebermann

***************************************************************
For those that missed last months ONEWAY group buy, you can still order as an individual an get a 25% discount.
CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—
25% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Sale from April 10,2016 thru May 9, 2016.
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!!
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Chasing Threads
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through June 2016
Apr 18
Apr 29
May 1
May 8
May 13
Apr 18
May 21
May 25
Jun 5
Jun 17
Jun 18
Jun 24
Jun 28

Sharpen Turning Tools by Ken Poirier
Basic Segmented Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks
Beginning Pen Turning
Sharpen Turning Tools by Ken Poirier
Bowl Turning
Octopod Turning by Dave Robinson
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Turning Natural Edge Bowls
Turning a Ball
Turning a Lidded Box

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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