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June 16  
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July 24  

CAT Picnic  
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Thurs, June 16  
6:30 pm  
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Fire Company  

215 W. Loudoun St  
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Woodturning Classes 

 

June Demonstration  
Our Own CAT  

Members  
 

Our June demonstrators will be our very own CAT members. 

 

 

Demonstrations include 

Making Staved Turning 

Blanks.  (A finished pepper 

mill shown.) 

 

 

A Ruth Niles Bottle Stopper 
Mandrel 

 
and 

 
Joyner Off-Center Pendant Jig 

JUNE 
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The Presidentôs Page 

Did You Get What You Came For?  
 
 
Iôve heard it many timesé I didnôt get what I came 
for.   I got more than I came foré.. What did I come for, 
anyway?    When thinking about ñcontinuing educationò 
in Woodturning or any other skill, these are the 
questions and comments that come up about various 
workshops, symposiums, skill enhancement sessions, 
or even our TNT. 
 
My experience has usually been twofold:    I have gotten 
more than I came foré. But it wasnôt what I thought I 
was coming for.   That may sound confusing.    Let me 
use this last workshop with Mike Sorge as an example.    In the two days, we made a 
natural edge vessel, like the one he did in the demo, and a square plate.   I had 
made similar pieces before, so I could have felt that I didnôt get what I went for.   But I 
didnôt feel that at all.   Mikeôs techniques were enough different to where I could say I 
learned some things.  But the biggest benefit were the things I wasnôt even 
expecting.  Like the way he took a green piece all the way to finish  (600 grit) in the 
first day.    I got home from a play, and found him in the shop, finishing up a piece 
with his Makita sander and wavy edge blue discs.   He was done, and headed for 
bed, but said, ñHere, just try it,ò  and gave me one wavy blue disc of each grit, and 
his sander.   Sure enough, I totally finished my piece from that day.   The 
combination of the sander, the backer, the discs, and sanding mostly with the lathe 
not runningé got the job done better than I had been doing previously.    And since I 
really hate sanding, anything that will reduce it is a big boon to me.     Also getting a 
piece done, Done, finished and signed and on my display rack not my waiting to be 
finished racké Thatôs worth a lot to me too. 
 
So, I got more than I came for, but it wasnôt what I came for.    Thatôs the way it will 
be for most turners after theyôve been around the block a few times.    The key is to 
be open and expect it to be like this.   Expect  that youôll learn something 
valuable.  And expect that it may not come from the podium.   Maybe it wonôt even 
come from the demonstrator at all.   Or maybe it will be a side comment. 
 
That happened again at the same workshop, and once again it wasnôt what Mike 
was demonstrating on the lathe.   Just watching Mike and a few things he said 
helped me clarify the type of turner that I am and the type of work that I want to  

By Dave Robinson 
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The Presidentôs Page 
(Continued) 

do.   Some in the Art Community refer to ñfinding your voiceò     Iôm not sure itôs my 
voice, but Iôm more clear now on a few things.   One way to put it is that a well 
designed, well turned, well finished, well displayed piece is more valuable to a buyer 
or the recipient of a gift,  and also brings more pleasure to me as a turner-artist 
producing ité even if it started with a similar piece of timber that went into a 
mediocre one.   Combining these excellent ingredients into an excellent piece may 
even cause me to re-evaluate my commitment to my ñonly Road Killò approach for 
my source wood.   Because excellence in design and execution along with a 
stunning piece of wood pushes the value and the satisfaction up even higheré 
probably 50% to 100% purchasing wood may become something that I will do from 
time to time.   Like maybe in Atlanta.     (Donôt worry,   Iôm not giving up on Road Kill, 
F O G wood.     My chainsaw will continue to be heard at our wood cutting 
parties.)     BTW, Iôm driving to Atlanta, so if anyone flies and needs wood 
transported back home,  I can do that and bring it to the meeting. 
 
So my advice to those attending the Symposium in Atlanta.   And the VA Symposium 
in November, or any Demo, or Workshop or TNT that you take your time to go to is 
simply.   Go, expecting to learn something valuable.   But hold your expectations 
loosely é. in an open palm so to speak.   And expect to  be surprised and find value 
in unexpected places. 
 
Happy Turns 
 

     Dave Robinson 

     CAT President 
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Iôm still new at this wood turning thing and probably will remain that way for some 
time.  There are so many different things that one can make: bowls, spindles, bottle 
stoppers, pens, boxes, plates, and on and on.  Being new I didnôt want to get 
involved in everything and had decided to NOT get into making pens.  Like each of 
the items there are so many new tools that you just have to have to make any one of 
the items and there must be somewhere between 500 and 1000 different pens each 
with its own bushings and other absolutely necessary special tools.   
 
Well, my granddaughter gave me a pen kit and blank for Christmas.  So now I have 
to make a pen.  As always CAT members stood up to help and teach me.  Charlie 
Wortman and Tom Smart taught me how to and I did make a pen.  Iôve made a few 
more since then and granddaughter has her new pen.  Now its off to the races with 
ordering pen kits, mandrels, bushings, cutting blanks, and there is always something 
more.  I have resisted buying any specialty wood and am using FOG wood for now.    
Weôll see how long that lasts. 
 
Beware of grandchildren bearing new ideas for you to make. 
 
 

  
     Peter Bills  

     CAT Newsletter Editor   
 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 

 
 

ARE YOUR 2016 MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID UP?  
 

Membership dues for 2016 will be accepted at any meeting. If you are not able to at-
tend, please make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our 
Treasurer, Dennis McCormick, 43665 Jernigan Terrace, Lansdowne, VA 20176  

Editorôs Bench 
By Peter Bills 
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We were pleased to have fellow Virginian Mike 

Sorge as our demonstrator at our May 19th 

meeting.  Hailing from the Shenandoah Valley, 

Mike has been with us before when he turned a 

20 inch diamond bowl that sounded like an 

airplane taxing on the runway tarmac.  At our 

May meeting Mike turned a Natural Edge 

Winged Art Vase/Bowl explaining how to 

prepare the timber with a chainsaw and band-

saw, and to safely mount it on the lathe. The 

timber with bark at the top was positioned and 

balanced on the lathe to obtain the desired 

symmetrical design. He showed us how to 

safely turn the vessel with the proper tools, 

grinds and lathe speed.  A quasi-shear-cut was 

used on the inside hidden curve with a final 

shaping of the base/foot.  Here are a few 

pictures from the meeting.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Sorge ï MAY Demonstration: 

Photos by Jeter Benbow 
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Mike also conducted two workshop days at The Blue Ridge Turnery 
 
Day 1 was turning a Natural Edge Winged Art Vase/Bowl, the same as he 
demonstrated at our meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Swiger holds this 
beautiful ambrosia maple 
bowl he made at this 
workshop.  Left to right: Mike 
Sorge, Bob Pezold, and 
Dave Swiger. 

Mike Sorge ï MAY Demonstration: 

Photos by Jeter Benbow 
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Day 2 was turning a Flared Tip, Reverse 
Curve Square Platter.  Marking, cutting, 
preparing a square turning blank was 
demonstrated as was mounting the square 
blank to be safely and securely mounted 
with an assured clear safety zone. The 
safe turning of the platter was 
demonstrated with the proper lathe speed 
emphasized to prevent fracturing and 
edge tear out.. 
 

 
 
 

Mike Sorge ï MAY Demonstration: 

Photos by Jeter Benbow 
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Show and Tell  -  May Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Bowl/Dish 
Apple 

Charlie Wortman    

2 Plates from  
Tom Wirsing Class 

Maple 
Richard Lowman 

Small Footed Cup 
Embellished with Lichtenberg Fractal 

Figuring/Burning 
Charlie Wortman    
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

More Show and Tell  -  May Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Sycamore Bowl 
Embellished with Lichtenberg Fractal 

Figuring/Burning 
Charlie Wortman    

Hand Turned Wooden Spheres 
Plain and  

Embellished with Lichtenberg Fractal 
Figuring/Burning 

Charlie Wortman    

Carved and Painted Bowl 
Ash 

Herb Witenstein 

Platters 
Maple 

Roy Aber 
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  May Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Colored Platter 
Roy Aber 

Lidded Box 
Roy Aber 

Flared Bowl 
Cherry 

Scott Synnott 

Bowl 
Cherry 

Scott Synnott 

Hollow Form 
Cherry Burl 
Dale Bright 
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  May Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 
Small Soft MaplePlatter 
Natural Bottle Opener 
Multitip Screwdriver 

Chris Lieberman 

Calabash Bowl 
Siberian Elm 

 
Winged Bowl 
Black Cherry 

 
David Roseman 

Vacuum Chuck Adapter 
Tim Gregory 
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  May Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Clockwise from top left: 
 

Captured Ring Goblet, Tea Light Holder, 
Small Box, Square Marblewood Candle 
Holder, Hollow Vessel. 
 

Beverly Robillard 


