Next CAT Meeting:

Thurs, June 16
6:30 pm
Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun St
Leesburg, VA
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Meeting
Presenters:

Volume 8 Issue 6 – June 2016

June 16
Mandrel/Jig demo

JUNE

July 24
CAT Picnic

June Demonstration
Our Own CAT
Members
Our June demonstrators will be our very own CAT members.

Demonstrations include
Making Staved Turning
Blanks. (A finished pepper
mill shown.)

A Ruth Niles Bottle Stopper
Mandrel
and
Joyner Off-Center Pendant Jig
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The President’s Page
By Dave Robinson

Did You Get What You Came For?
I’ve heard it many times… I didn’t get what I came
for. I got more than I came for….. What did I come for,
anyway? When thinking about “continuing education”
in Woodturning or any other skill, these are the
questions and comments that come up about various
workshops, symposiums, skill enhancement sessions,
or even our TNT.
My experience has usually been twofold: I have gotten
more than I came for…. But it wasn’t what I thought I
was coming for. That may sound confusing. Let me
use this last workshop with Mike Sorge as an example. In the two days, we made a
natural edge vessel, like the one he did in the demo, and a square plate. I had
made similar pieces before, so I could have felt that I didn’t get what I went for. But I
didn’t feel that at all. Mike’s techniques were enough different to where I could say I
learned some things. But the biggest benefit were the things I wasn’t even
expecting. Like the way he took a green piece all the way to finish (600 grit) in the
first day. I got home from a play, and found him in the shop, finishing up a piece
with his Makita sander and wavy edge blue discs. He was done, and headed for
bed, but said, “Here, just try it,” and gave me one wavy blue disc of each grit, and
his sander. Sure enough, I totally finished my piece from that day. The
combination of the sander, the backer, the discs, and sanding mostly with the lathe
not running… got the job done better than I had been doing previously. And since I
really hate sanding, anything that will reduce it is a big boon to me. Also getting a
piece done, Done, finished and signed and on my display rack not my waiting to be
finished rack… That’s worth a lot to me too.
So, I got more than I came for, but it wasn’t what I came for. That’s the way it will
be for most turners after they’ve been around the block a few times. The key is to
be open and expect it to be like this. Expect that you’ll learn something
valuable. And expect that it may not come from the podium. Maybe it won’t even
come from the demonstrator at all. Or maybe it will be a side comment.
That happened again at the same workshop, and once again it wasn’t what Mike
was demonstrating on the lathe. Just watching Mike and a few things he said
helped me clarify the type of turner that I am and the type of work that I want to
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The President’s Page
(Continued)
do. Some in the Art Community refer to “finding your voice” I’m not sure it’s my
voice, but I’m more clear now on a few things. One way to put it is that a well
designed, well turned, well finished, well displayed piece is more valuable to a buyer
or the recipient of a gift, and also brings more pleasure to me as a turner-artist
producing it… even if it started with a similar piece of timber that went into a
mediocre one. Combining these excellent ingredients into an excellent piece may
even cause me to re-evaluate my commitment to my “only Road Kill” approach for
my source wood. Because excellence in design and execution along with a
stunning piece of wood pushes the value and the satisfaction up even higher…
probably 50% to 100% purchasing wood may become something that I will do from
time to time. Like maybe in Atlanta. (Don’t worry, I’m not giving up on Road Kill,
F O G wood. My chainsaw will continue to be heard at our wood cutting
parties.) BTW, I’m driving to Atlanta, so if anyone flies and needs wood
transported back home, I can do that and bring it to the meeting.
So my advice to those attending the Symposium in Atlanta. And the VA Symposium
in November, or any Demo, or Workshop or TNT that you take your time to go to is
simply. Go, expecting to learn something valuable. But hold your expectations
loosely …. in an open palm so to speak. And expect to be surprised and find value
in unexpected places.
Happy Turns

Dave Robinson
CAT President
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

I’m still new at this wood turning thing and probably will remain that way for some
time. There are so many different things that one can make: bowls, spindles, bottle
stoppers, pens, boxes, plates, and on and on. Being new I didn’t want to get
involved in everything and had decided to NOT get into making pens. Like each of
the items there are so many new tools that you just have to have to make any one of
the items and there must be somewhere between 500 and 1000 different pens each
with its own bushings and other absolutely necessary special tools.
Well, my granddaughter gave me a pen kit and blank for Christmas. So now I have
to make a pen. As always CAT members stood up to help and teach me. Charlie
Wortman and Tom Smart taught me how to and I did make a pen. I’ve made a few
more since then and granddaughter has her new pen. Now its off to the races with
ordering pen kits, mandrels, bushings, cutting blanks, and there is always something
more. I have resisted buying any specialty wood and am using FOG wood for now.
We’ll see how long that lasts.
Beware of grandchildren bearing new ideas for you to make.
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

***************************************************************

ARE YOUR 2016 MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID UP?
Membership dues for 2016 will be accepted at any meeting. If you are not able to attend, please make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our
Treasurer, Dennis McCormick, 43665 Jernigan Terrace, Lansdowne, VA 20176

4

Mike Sorge – MAY Demonstration:
Photos by Jeter Benbow
We were pleased to have fellow Virginian Mike
Sorge as our demonstrator at our May 19th
meeting. Hailing from the Shenandoah Valley,
Mike has been with us before when he turned a
20 inch diamond bowl that sounded like an
airplane taxing on the runway tarmac. At our
May meeting Mike turned a Natural Edge
Winged Art Vase/Bowl explaining how to
prepare the timber with a chainsaw and bandsaw, and to safely mount it on the lathe. The
timber with bark at the top was positioned and
balanced on the lathe to obtain the desired
symmetrical design. He showed us how to
safely turn the vessel with the proper tools,
grinds and lathe speed. A quasi-shear-cut was
used on the inside hidden curve with a final
shaping of the base/foot. Here are a few
pictures from the meeting.
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Mike Sorge – MAY Demonstration:
Photos by Jeter Benbow

Mike also conducted two workshop days at The Blue Ridge Turnery
Day 1 was turning a Natural Edge Winged Art Vase/Bowl, the same as he
demonstrated at our meeting.

Dave Swiger holds this
beautiful ambrosia maple
bowl he made at this
workshop. Left to right: Mike
Sorge, Bob Pezold, and
Dave Swiger.
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Mike Sorge – MAY Demonstration:
Photos by Jeter Benbow
Day 2 was turning a Flared Tip, Reverse
Curve Square Platter. Marking, cutting,
preparing a square turning blank was
demonstrated as was mounting the square
blank to be safely and securely mounted
with an assured clear safety zone. The
safe turning of the platter was
demonstrated with the proper lathe speed
emphasized to prevent fracturing and
edge tear out..
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Show and Tell - May Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

2 Plates from
Tom Wirsing Class
Maple
Richard Lowman

Bowl/Dish
Apple
Charlie Wortman

Small Footed Cup
Embellished with Lichtenberg Fractal
Figuring/Burning
Charlie Wortman
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More
Meeting
MoreShow
Showand
andTell
Tell - - March
May Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Sycamore Bowl
Embellished with Lichtenberg Fractal
Figuring/Burning
Charlie Wortman

Hand Turned Wooden Spheres
Plain and
Embellished with Lichtenberg Fractal
Figuring/Burning
Charlie Wortman

Carved and Painted Bowl
Ash
Herb Witenstein

Platters
Maple
Roy Aber
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More
Show
Show
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Tell
Tell
- April
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Meeting
More
Show
and
Tell
May
Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Colored Platter
Roy Aber

Lidded Box
Roy Aber

Bowl
Cherry
Scott Synnott

Flared Bowl
Cherry
Scott Synnott

Hollow Form
Cherry Burl
Dale Bright
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More
Show
Show
and
and
Tell
Tell
- April
- - March
Meeting
Meeting
More
Show
and
Tell
May
Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Small Soft MaplePlatter
Natural Bottle Opener
Multitip Screwdriver
Chris Lieberman

Vacuum Chuck Adapter
Tim Gregory

Calabash Bowl
Siberian Elm
Winged Bowl
Black Cherry
David Roseman
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More
Show
Show
and
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Tell
Tell
- April
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Meeting
More
Show
and
Tell
May
Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Clockwise from top left:
Captured Ring Goblet, Tea Light Holder,
Small Box, Square Marblewood Candle
Holder, Hollow Vessel.
Beverly Robillard
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More
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More
Show
and
Tell
May
Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Lidded Winged Box
Mahogany
Dave Swiger

Lidded Box
Paulownia
Dave Swiger

Winged Bowl
Dogwood
Harriet Maloney

Bowl
Spalted Maple
Harriet Maloney

Lidded Bowl
Spalted Maple
Harriet Maloney
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2016
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

June 9-12

AAW Symposium, Atlanta GA

June 16

CAT Meeting—Ruth Niles Bottle Stopper Mandrel and Joyner OffCenter Pendant Jig Demonstration; Making Staved Turning
Blanks – Various CAT Members

July 24

CAT Picnic

August 18

CAT Meeting—Frank Jessup – Turning Dried Wood Harvested
from Green

September 15

CAT Meeting—TBD

September 17&18 Bluemont Fair, Bluemont, VA
October 13

CAT Meeting—TBD

November 4-6

Virginia Symposium, Fishersville VA

November 17

CAT Meeting—TBD

December 15

CAT Meeting—TBD
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Virginia Symposium
NOV 5-6, 2016
The Virginia Woodturning Symposium,
sponsored by The Virginia Woodturners
Inc, will be held in Fisherville, VA at Expoland. This location is west of Charlottesville, 4 miles west of the intersection of RT 81 and RT 64. About a 2 hour
drive from northern VA. The Virginia
Woodturners inc. is comprised of all of
the Virginia AAW clubs including, of
course, CAT. We have had great attendance by CAT members in the past. There is lots to learn from an expanded number of "big name" demonstrators and plenty of vendors, and
the space will be greatly enlarged compared to past years.

Pre-registration cost is $75 for 2 days and $50 for 1 day. Family
members are less.
Demonstrators at this Symposium include:
Jimmy Clewes, Trent Bosch, Bob Rosand, Frank Penta, John
Jordan, Lyle Jamieson, Barry Gross, and JoHannes Michelsen.
The symposium includes a large number of vendors and continues
to add more.
Visit the Symposium website for information on lodging, registration,
links to vendors, description of demonstrations, and much more.
http://virginiawoodturners.com/index.htm
Oh, and plan on attending! You can’t get a better symposium at this price and this
close to home!
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Odds and Ends
Recent wood cutting party.

We were able to salvage a large quantity of FOG wood recently. A large ash tree had
been taken down by the power company, cut into somewhat manageable pieces and
left in a big pile.. You can see the substantial heart rot but much was still usable. We
also got some Ambrosia Maple at another location. There may still be some of this
available at TNT.

We cleaned up and left a wood sculpture for the owners.
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More Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Where:
The Blue Ridge Turnery
16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, Va. 20141

When:
Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights
2 to 5 and 6 to 9 p.m. with dinner at a local restaurant
- Watch for emails
For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at:
president@catoctinareaturners.org

**************
“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together
Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change!
“CAT East” Lunch

“CAT West” Lunch
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More Odds and Ends
More TNT
Beverly is hollowing a vessel during TNT.

We saw this completed work at the May
meeting and is shown in this issue’s Show
and Tell on page 12.

All this started from a rough log and was
finished in one TNT session.
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, June 16, 2016
at 6:30 pm
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our June Demonstrators
Various CAT Members:
Ruth Niles Bottle Stopper Mandrel
Joyner Off-Center Pendant Jig
Making Staved Turning Blanks

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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At a recent
woodcutting party
Guess Who?
2015 CAT Officers
President
Dave Robinson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Bob Parson
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Beverly Robillard
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Ken Poirier
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Chris Liebermann
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Bob Parson
Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L.
Delehanty. Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of
the AAW for 2014-2016. His AAW email address is:
denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report
Discounted items available are:



CA Glue
Both styles of Ruth Niles Bottle stoppers along with a new Bottle
Stopper starter kit. Some Bottle Stopper Blanks in Walnut and
Colorwood.

Chris Liebermann

***************************************************************
CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!!
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Chasing Threads
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through July 2016
Jun 17
Jun 24
Jun 28
Jul 3
Jul 15
Aug 7
Aug 12
Aug 15
Aug 19
Aug 20
Aug 23
Aug 28/29

Beginning Pen Turning
Turning a Ball
Turning a Lidded Box
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Sharpen Turning Tools
Basic Segmented Turning
Bowl Turning
Turn a Pepper Mill
Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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