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Annual Member Meeting and Tips and Tricks
Our Thursday, December 15th meeting will be all about you the
CAT member. First and foremost is the election of the 2017
CAT Officers and Board of Directors. Several members have
stepped forward to fill vacancies, but there are still important
board and volunteer positions that remain open and the Club
needs members to step up and fill these open positions. The
board position of Operations Director is open and needs
someone to volunteer to fill this slot. The Operations Director
supervises the setup at the fire hall for our monthly meeting
and coordinates scheduling and setting up our external events
(e.g. anniversary party, Bluemont festival and the like). We
also need a volunteer to be our Gallery Photographer taking
pictures of Show and Tell, Demonstrators, and events. Please
contact any board member if you want to accept these
opportunities to serve the Club.
The second portion of our December meeting will be on Tips
and Tricks. This is always a great learning experience for the
Club and an opportunity for you, the member, to share
something that has been useful in your turning experience. We
still need folks to step up and fill the remaining open slots.
Your item to share with the Club can be something so easy
and simple that you might not consider worth sharing with the
Club. Please do! We will all take something away from the
meeting so please contact the program director with your
nugget of gold (mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org or
mailto:kapperall@hotmail.com) so we can get you on the
schedule.
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Membership Renewal
It’s that time of year again.
Time to renew your CAT membership.
Beginning 10 Dec, please renew your CAT annual memberships.
Dues remain at $40 for singles, $50 family, and $20 for secondary club
memberships.
By renewing, you will continue to enjoy CAT meetings with nationally-known and
regional demonstrators, show-and-tell, the Club library of DVDs and books, attractive
pricing of supplies and group buys, cutting parties, discounts at Woodcraft, and the
Thursday Night Turning sessions with hands-on mentoring.
Members can take advantage of hands-on workshops with nationally-known
turners. Most of all, CAT offers friendship where members at all skill levels are able
to get pointers, suggestions, and encouragement with current and future projects.
Members may renew through the CAT website
(http://catoctinareaturners.org/v5/)
Use the link at the bottom of the home page. Payment may by made via PayPal and
credit card on the web site. Checks may be mailed to the Treasurer at
43665 Jernigan Terrace, Lansdowne, VA 20176.

While you’re at it, sign up or renew your AAW membership
NOTE: There has been an issue reported that AAW has experienced a problem
when updating family memberships. There has been a software glitch where the
family member ends up being shown as “suspended” or “expired”. Recommend
checking after renewing or adding a family member. A phone call or email to AAW
should remedy this.
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The President’s Page

The Woodturner’s Christmas
Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the shop
Not a spindle was turning; the lathes were full stop;
The bowls were all funnels, the pen blanks were bare
The platters were warped, the stoppers still square.
The ornaments were hanging in rows overhead,
Waiting for finish suspended with thread.
The gifts we were making were mostly not done;
We’d dawdled too long; it was no longer fun.
While Mom with her spray gun and I in my smock,
Finally admitted we’d run out the clock.
The gifts on the morrow would not be hand made,
But gift cards from Kroger would serve in their stead.
Mom hummed a sad tune in a key all her own.
She’d breathed too much lacquer - was totally stoned.
As we rinsed off the sawdust, and turned off the light,
We headed to bed for a very short night,
Our eyeballs slammed shut once we’d hit the bed
While visions of finials danced in our heads
When out in the driveway there came a deep roar
I grabbed up my glasses and peeked out the door.
There by the garage door, all covered with dust,
Stood a ‘53 pickup, a collection of rust.
It once had been green, but now mostly red,
Covered with primer from grill to the bed.
The rust spots were stuffed with dirty old rags,
But the bed of the truck was filled with loot bags.
The cab stood there empty, but big footprints led
To the back of the house and out to my shed.
‘
Mom was up now and calling the cops,
Her story was crazy; they told her to stop.
“Flying trucks full of elves? Get off of our phone!
We’ve real crimes to deal with; please leave us alone.”
To the window upstairs, I crawled on my knees,
Peeked over the sill, but all I could see
Were eight little reindeer down in the back yard
Eating my carrots, the bushes, the kale, and the chard.
The shed doors were open - the light spilling out 3

The Woodturner’s Christmas
‘He’s after my tools,’ was my obvious thought.
I loaded the Mossberg with double - aught buck,
For this was one burglar who’d run out of luck.
As I slipped out the door, and crept toward the shed
The reindeer all saw me and instantly fled.
They ran a few steps and started to fly
Up to the roof - their eyes to the sky.
Something was fishy. I knew in my head,
“The pieces don’t fit”, to my dazed self I said.
For what kind of burglar steals eight little deer?
He’s hijacked poor Santa and brought them all here!
His loot’s in the truck, his deer in the yard
The thief’s in my shed, the evidence hard!
I gripped my twelve tighter and slipped toward the door.
Then I saw him! I fainted. I fell to the floor.
For there at my lathe stood that jolly old elf,
The blood left my brain, it was Santa himself!
I woke in a minute and looked at the scene
The walls were all draped in bright red and green.
He was dressed all in fur from his head to his sole
And his clothes were all covered with chips from a bowl
The stub of a pipe he held tight in his jaw.
My shop burned to ashes my inner eye saw,
For the chips from his cutting ignited in air,
And fell to the floor to smolder on there.
The rotund old man laughed loud as he turned,
And kicked at the sawdust as slowly it burned.
He finished a bowl in ten seconds, not more,
Tossed it to the elf who stood by the door.
He sprayed it with finish while still in the air,
And caught it full dry, and stacked it right there.
He called for another, a bigger bowl blank,
From the pile in the corner by the compressor tank.
An elf with a chain saw was cutting more wood;
Left a yard full of stumps where trees had once stood.
He hefted his chisel and sucked in his gut The cutting edge glowed with the heat of his cut
In a sixth of a minute he breathed in fresh air,
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The Woodturner’s Christmas
And another bowl flew toward the elf standing there.
The bowls were piled up to a perilous height;
The ornaments all glistened in the harsh workshop light.
The pens were all finished, as they stood in the rack;
The platters were oiled, to the ceiling were stacked.
Finials sprung from a hundred box lids;
Seam rippers for Moms, and toys for the kids.
Stoppers enough to plug up the spouts
Of a truck load of wine were scattered about.
I asked the great Santa, “Sir, where is your sleigh?
I see your elves here, but the deer ran away.”
He laughed while he turned, “The sleigh’s in the shop.
We crashed with a drone and were forced there to stop.
They offered a loaner, so I left the sleigh there,
But that ’53 Ford was all they could spare.
It’s not much on looks, but she flies fairly straight
I had little choice, for I could not be late.”
I turned around and looked at my house
Every window was glowing, as I ran for my spouse.
I thought to myself, ‘Now they’re burning it up!’
I ran in the door, grabbed Mom, cat, and pup,
As the elf with the chain saw was venting the roof
But no smoke came out to offer up proof
That the place was on fire, no flames came up through,
As the elf began cutting our fence posts up too.
So we waited, perplexed, out there in the snow,
And wondered what’s next in this most surreal show.
Santa was finished; all orders were done.
The elves packed the truck and made it look fun.
“I’ll drop these all off on my regular rounds
But I must go now, for I cannot be found
Without my red sleigh in the dawn’s early light.
I’ve an image to keep up, but try as I might,
The kiddies would cry to see such a yuck
As Santa and elves in a rustbucket truck.”
Mom Claus rode shotgun, and carried one too,
To take down the drones as onward they flew.
Four elves pushed the truck to get it to run
5

The Woodturner’s Christmas
As he popped out the clutch and gave it the gun.
Elves jumped in the bed to catch their cold ride
Four elves and eight reindeer, jam packed side by side.
The truck rolled a bit, and then it took flight
It picked up more speed and went out of sight.
Rust flakes and duct tape fell from the sky
As the unlikely equipage blasted on by.
He flew back around and Santa gave shout,
“Merry Christmas to All! Be sure the fire’s out!”
I then looked at Mom whose eyes were now clear,
“Santa’s saved Christmas for our family this year.
But our shop is destroyed, our tools are all shot,
Our lathe beds are swayback, the bearings blue hot.
The floor is burned out, our chisels are broken,
And the roof of our house is lying wide open.
The money from sales we’re able to make
Will never repair the wreck in his wake.
Our tight little budget won’t cover next year;
Our turning is finished. That’s what I most fear.”
We turned to the house and slowly walked in
To survey the damage from Claus and his kin.
Into the parlor, we saw such a sightA ten foot Yule log was burning so bright.
The fireplace was warm; the tree all aglow,
Gave hope for the day as we took in the show.
For there on the floor, stacked up to the skies,
Were the tools of a king’s shop, and all just our size
There was a PM for Mom, a Oneway for me,
And a couple of Novas stacked under the tree.
Chucks hung from the mantle, their jaws shone all round
Smiling at us and the wonders we’d found.
There were tools of all shapes, all sizes and functions;
There were Sorbys and Crowns and Easys and Thompsons.
And as we turned our eyes up, our tree had so grown,
That it went through the ceiling, to the attic its crown.
And up in that attic, all stacked ere so high,
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The Woodturner’s Christmas
Five hundred bowl blanks were piled up to dry.
The hole in the roof had become a kiln vent,
With warmth from the star, the top ornament.
And as we turned round, looked out in the snow,
There stood our new shop, its windows aglow.
Hung on the tree we found a small note
We took it down gently to see what he wrote.
“Happy Christmas again,” we read through our tears,
“Enjoy your new tools, but start earlier next year!”
Adapted by: T. Richards
Tidewater Turners of Virginia
With Apologies to:
Clement C. Moore
Edna St. Vincent Millay
Santa Claus
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

This month’s meeting, December 15, is our 2016 Annual Membership meeting. As
announced in the November meeting, we will have our annual election of Officers
and Board of Directors for next year. The proposed slate of CAT Officers and Board
of Directors was announced at the November meeting, has had some changes since
then, and is shown on page 9. All terms of elected office in CAT are for one year.
We still need a nominee for the Operations Director position. Additional
nominations may be made from the floor at this Annual Meeting.
Additional volunteer needed:
We also need a volunteer for the Gallery Photographer position.
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

***************************************************************
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Notice of Annual CAT Membership Meeting
And Proposed Slate of CAT Officers
and Directors For 2017

Pursuant to Article Eight, section 1 of the CAT Bylaws, the election of
CAT Officers and Board of Directors for 2017 will occur at the Annual
Membership Meeting, which will be held this year on December 15,
2016. As provided in the Bylaws, the CAT Board of Directors has
proposed the following slate of candidates for consideration by the
membership. Additional candidates may be nominated at the meeting.
President and Chairman of the Board: Bob Parson
Vice President and Vice Chairman of the Board: Charlie Wortman
Secretary and Member of the Board: Doug Balzer
Treasurer and Member of the Board: Beverly Robillard
Operations Director and Member of the Board: (Candidate to be determined)
Program Director and Member of the Board: Dave Robinson
Newsletter Editor and Member of the Board: Peter Bills

***************************************************************
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November Demonstration
Photos by Jeter Benbow
Bob Rosand was our featured turner
in November and entertained us with
three different projects. Bob
explained that the idea of his “Ed
Moore” box was designed to honor
an old friend and mentor. Upon
cleaning out Ed’s shop, Bob came
across a simple but elegant lidded
box that encapsulated his mentor’s
turning skill and sense of design. This
demo piece was turned on a piece of
ambrosia maple about 2 ¾” x 2 ¾” x
6 inches. Round and turn a tenon on both ends to fit your #2 jaws. Place in your
chuck and part off about 1/3 of the piece. Shape the exterior of the box (imagine an
African Tom Tom drum), face the
form and hog out the interior with
decreasing diameter Forstner bits.
Hollow the interior with a gouge in
stages getting down to your final wall
thickness, going as thin as you risk
but allowing sufficient wall thickness
to provide an offset for the lid to rest
on. Refine with a round nose scraper
as needed. Bob repeatedly sprayed
the area to be hollowed with lacquer
to wet the fibers to make for easier
removal of the interior. Once the
vessel is hollowed and finished on
the inside, Bob used a specially
ground square scraper (ground on
the nose and side) to create the lip
that the lid will fit in and onto. Sand to
finish and apply your finish of choice.
Bob uses an oil finish, but spray
lacquer can work too. Using a thin
kerf parting tool, remove the box and
measure the inside diameter.
Transfer that measurement to the
remaining stub in the chuck and turn
a jam for the box.
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November Demonstration
Photos by Jeter Benbow
Bob wrapped blue painter’s tape
around the box and jam to further
secure the box before finishing the
bottom. Sand the exterior to your
final grit and apply your finish of
choice.
Once the box is finished, place the
saved 1/3 section in the chuck. To
make the top, Bob measures the top
of the vessel, transfers the dimension
with his calipers taking care to
engage only the caliper jaw on side closest to him, which is supported by the tool
rest. (If you are new to turning, a safer way is to use a pencil with the lathe
turned off.) You are trying to create a cap that will rest inside the lip created by the
square scraper such that the lid will have a stepped profile. Bob then shapes the
outside and bottom of the cap. Once that is done, he can create a mortise or jam
that tightly fits the cap so he can clean up the top, creating a slight dome shape. The
last step for the cap is to carefully
drill the mortise for the finial with a
1/8” drill being careful not to drill
through the lid. Of course be sure to
complete your finishing steps on the
bottom of the lid before parting off
and shaping the top. Finish the top
while it is mounted in the jam.
Finally, chuck your knob material in
spigot jaws and turn a nice simple
knob (Bob used ebony) with a tenon
of appropriate length to fit the 1/8”
hole. Glue in the knob and your
lidded box is ready.
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Show and Tell - November Meeting
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Snow Men
1 inch Dowel
Bill Devlin

Spurtle
Maple
Bill Devlin

Snowman
Sycamore
Bill Devlin

Bowl
Walnut
Bill Devlin

Bowl
Pine
Paul Lion
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More Show and Tell
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Bowl
Maple
Harriet Maloney

Bowl
Sugar Maple
Harriet Maloney

ZEN Ball Point Pen
Buckeye Bore
Tom Smart

ZEN Ball Point Pen
Spalted Avocado
Tom Smart

Top
Cocobolo, Polymer
Clay
Ken Poirier

Spider Box
Boxwood, Walnut
Ken Poirier
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More Show and Tell
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow
Hollow Vessel
Walnut, Maple, Padauk,
Black Walnut
Richard Lowman

Vase
Cherry, Padauk, Bloodwood
Richard Lowman

Christmas Ornaments
Sea Urchin Shell and Curly Maple
Doug Balzer

Lidded Box
Cherry w/Bloodwood Finial
Doug Balzer
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More Show and Tell
Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow

Charlie Wortman
5 Pieces
Striated, Textured Hollow Form
Embellished Pedestal Vase
Platter w/Pyrography
Acorn Ornament & Bell-Maple, Ash
Sewing Stilettos-Cherry, Walnut, Heart
Pine, Thermally Modified Red Oak
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More Show
andShow
Tell -and
March
More
Tell Meeting
Show
Show and
and Tell
Tell Photos
Photos by
by Jeter
Jeter Benbow
Benbow

Bowl
Ash
Scott Synnott

Natural Edge Bowl
Cherry
Scott Synnott

Iron Man Arc Reactor
Maple and LEDs
Dennis McCormick

Bowl
Ash
Herb Witenstein

DIY Hollowing Tools
Herb Witenstein
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More Show
andShow
Tell -and
March
More
Tell Meeting
Show
Show and
and Tell
Tell Photos
Photos by
by Jeter
Jeter Benbow
Benbow

Natural Acorn Cap
w/Turned Pecan
Dennis Boehler

Christmas Ornament
Tree w/Angel
Oak
Dennis Boehler

Bowl
Tree of Heaven
Dennis Boehler
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2016/2017
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

December 10-11—Hillsboro Christmas Craft show Festival
December 15— CAT Meeting — Tips and Tricks and Annual Membership Meeting
2017
January 28 CAT Annual Anniversary Party-Show and tell 5:00, Dinner 5:30-8:30
February 16— CAT Meeting TBD
March 16— CAT Meeting TBD
April 13— CAT Meeting TBD
May 6—Retson Spring Festival
May 18—CAT Meeting TBD
June 15—CAT Meeting TBD
July 13—CAT Meeting TBD (Tentative)
July TBD—CAT Picnic
August 17—CAT Meeting TBD
September 14—CAT Meeting TBD
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair
October 19—CAT Meeting TBD
November 16—CAT Meeting TBD
December 14—CAT Meeting TBD
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Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
TNT is back
Watch for emails
“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together
Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change!
“CAT East” Lunch

“CAT West” Lunch
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, December 15, 2016
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our December Demonstrator(s):
Our Own Members
Tips and Tricks

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2016 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Dave Robinson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Bob Parson
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Beverly Robillard
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Charlie Wortman
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Dennis McCormick
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Ken Poirier
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Jeter Benbow
Chris Liebermann
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson
Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L.
Delehanty. Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of
the AAW for 2014-2016. His AAW email address is:
denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report
Discounted items available are:
 CA Glue
 Both styles of Ruth Niles bottle stoppers along with a new Bottle
stopper starter kit. Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood.
 Anchorseal
CA Savoy ONEWAY group buy items will be available for pickup.
Chris Liebermann

***************************************************************
***************************************************************
If you missed Chris’s ONEWAY group buy, there is still
time to order direct from CA
CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—

CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT CHRISTMAS SALE---25% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Sale from Nov.15 thru Dec.15,2016
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools
Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through February 2017
Dec 4
Dec 9
Dec 17
Dec 18&20
Dec 27
Jan 8
Jan 13
Jan 21
Feb 5
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 22&24

Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Turning natural edge bowls
Segmented and Inlay pen blanks
Turn a lidded box
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning
Bowl Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Turned Bottle Openers & Pizza Cutters
Beginning Pen Turning
Segmented Turning

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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