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October Demonstration
At the October meeting, Denis Delehanty showed us
many, many ways of holding wood on a lathe.
 scroll chucks
 screw chucks
 jam chucks
 tape
 faceplates
 vacuums
 mandrels
 and a whole bunch more
His grand
finale was a
radical version
of offset
chucking.
Interestingly,
there is a
similar chuck in
construction in
my studio.
Hopefully it will be completed and lead to something
on the show and tell table soon.
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President’s
Page
Editor’s
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Parson
ByBob
Peter
Bills

Hello CATs
The first order of business that I need
to mention to you has to do with bank
fraud. Since it is such a lucrative
business for scam operators, and
since there are literally thousands of
different fraud schemes, no one is
immune to being a target.
Unfortunately, Catoctin Area Turners has been the victim of a fraud
scheme. To cut to the chase, we have lost money, and we will provide
further details at the next meeting. The scammers have tried,
unsuccessfully, to deplete our account using fake checks, and as of my
conversation with the bank on November 1, they are still trying. We
closed the account immediately upon discovering the fraud, and
prevented further losses. We have provided the Loudoun County
Sheriff’s office and the bank fraud department with all of the background
material we have in an attempt to recover the lost funds. We are still
solvent. I am appointing a small ad hoc committee to recommend as
many fraud blocking procedures that will be feasible for us to implement.
Second, sadly, the woodturning world has lost another great one. Many
of us knew CA Savoy who has been a woodturning icon in the
Washington DC area for decades. CA passed away on October 30. He
was one of the first woodturners I met when I became interested in
turning years ago. He was a fixture at CAW and was an inspiration to
countless friends. There was a Celebration of Life remembrance for CA
in Alexandria on Friday, November 3. Ken Poirier, Charlie Wortman and
I represented CAT at the remembrance. He will be sorely missed. I will
have a card at the November annual membership meeting on the table
at the door to the firehouse. Please sign the card and we will send it to
his wife, Joyce.
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Third, the CAT Board passed a resolution that sets forth the CAT policy
regarding fractal burning. We are in the process of updating a few prior
policy statements/standard operating procedures, and this fractal
burning policy will become a part of that document. The fractal burning
policy is effective immediately and it states:
Be it resolved that the Catoctin Area Turners (CAT) woodturning
club adopts the American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
policy prohibiting the demonstration or featuring the process of
fractal burning at all CAT club events including meetings, public
events or Thursday Night Turning (TNT).
Last, our club meeting in November will be our “Annual Membership
Meeting”, so I encourage everyone who is able to attend this important
meeting. We will be electing our club Officers for 2018 and we will need
to have a quorum of 25% of our members vote. If you cannot attend in
person it is possible to vote by proxy. Your proxy vote must be in writing,
and there are instructions elsewhere in this newsletter regarding the
process of casting your vote by proxy.
The slate of officers put forth by the Board of Directors for 2018 is listed
in this newsletter. We will also take nominations from the floor as a part
of the election process for any Board position. In addition to the Board
we are fortunate to have terrific volunteers in this organization. Thanks
to all who volunteer to help Catoctin Area Turners.
Thanks for listening!
“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

There are many important items in this
issue.
Please be sure to read the
President’s page, the Treasurer’s note
below, and the proposed Officer’s slate on
page 5.
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

********************************************************************

From the Treasurer:
Soon it will be time for dues to be paid and to that end I am asking
everyone to confirm their member status (i.e. - whether you have a
Regular, Family, or Dual club membership). You can email me
at jgrantcat@gmail.com or just update your info with me at the
November meeting. If you have a dual club membership in CAT,
please also give me the name of your primary club. Thank you all
very much.
John Grant
Treasurer
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Notice of CAT
Annual Membership
Meeting
Editor’s
Bench
And Proposed Slate of CAT
Officers
By Peter
Bills
and Directors For 2018

Pursuant to Article Eight, section 1 of the CAT Bylaws, the election of
CAT Officers and Board of Directors for 2018 will occur at the Annual
Membership Meeting, which will be held on November 16, 2017. As
provided in the Bylaws, the CAT Board of Directors has proposed the
following slate of candidates for consideration by the membership.
Additional candidates may be nominated at the meeting.
President and Chairman of the Board: Bob Parson
Vice President and Vice Chairman of the Board: Charlie Wortman
Secretary and Member of the Board: Tom Smart
Treasurer and Member of the Board: John Grant
Operations Director and Member of the Board: Jim Pahl
Program Director and Member of the Board: Denis Delehanty
Newsletter Editor and Member of the Board: Peter Bills
Proxies: Members may vote by proxy. Proxies must be in writing and
are revocable at the pleasure of the member. Proxies should be sent to
the Club Secretary, Tom Smart, at secretary@catoctinareaturners.org not later
than Tuesday, November 14, 2017.
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November Demo
By Dave Robinson

November Micro Symposium
In November we’ll have a Micro Symposium. There will be 4 lathes
around the room with various demonstrations and some hands on
opportunities. Like in larger symposia, members will be able to walk
around and visit the demonstrations of their choice.
There will also be a flea market and tool exchange table. One turner’s
trash may be another turner’s treasure. Bring the tools that you don’t
need or want to get rid of to make room for others. Someone else may
need exactly those tools.
We have several demonstrators confirmed…. but we need a few more.
Please contact me if you’d be willing to do a short (or longer) demo. I’m
in Africa till the 11th but email will work part of the time. I’ll be looking
forward to resuming TNT on Nov 30th, fresh with some photos like this
and a couple new knees.

December will be Tips and Tricks. Please be thinking of what you’d like
to share. Something that saves you time or gives a special effect.
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Member Provided Article
By Tom Boley

Tom Boley, our first Club President, continues with his offer to provide
selected articles he has prepared for wood turners.

How To—Duplicate Spindles
How to make the others look like the first one...
How To – Spindle Duplication by Tom Boley
Turning spindles is a basic task which may be done on a lathe. I suspect
early spring pole lathes were developed in order to make turned table legs
and spindles for other furniture. This article is not about spindle turning but
more about duplicating spindles so they all look alike. Table legs should
look alike but differences become minimized the farther from each other
they are. Candlesticks do need to be pretty darn alike if they aren’t kept at
opposite ends of a table differences will be easily revealed. I have gotten
in the habit of having the top of a table leg at the headstock end as it
seems easier to me to turn the bottom round part toward the tailstock but
that is just personal preference as either works just fine.
So this is about duplication and assumes you have already turned the first
one, or have a scale drawing and just need to make more like the first. I
realize that most of your spindle turning won’t be for table legs turned from
a 6 x 6 which is 30” long but that particular job offered an opportunity to
get progress photos on some big legs which may be easier to show
throughout this How To guide. These are legs made for a customer from
his antique pine posts which he cut to length before bringing them to the
shop. So the first task in spindle duplication is to be sure your square
stock is the same -- same square dimensions, same length, and same
kind of wood.
Using a center finder, mark from each corner with a line across the center.
Doing it from two corners isn’t good enough because the center cross may
be off by as much as an eighth of an inch. I use the yellow plastic center
finder.
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

Measuring up from bottom of
table leg.

If your wood is nice and square and
you use a very sharp pencil, you may
well get a nicely centered cross in the
middle. If using antique post wood
which may be out of square, you will
draw a small square or rectangle in
the middle of the end of the blank by
marking from all four corners. Using
an awl, make a hole as close to center
as you can as that makes it easier to
get the spur drive in the center of the
top and the live center in the center of
the bottom of the piece.

Measure up from the bottom of the spindle toward the upper square end
and mark the point where the round section begins. It is this point to which
you will cut down into the square of the spindle in a vee cut to round.
Using a skew is the best way to get a good cut but a spindle gouge will
also work well. If you wish a sloping cut from square to round, angle each
cut from one side, then the other, to cut a vee but round that vee cut a bit
on the upper end so the cut itself curves down into the wood. This
process, when finished with a curved slope from square to round is called
cutting a pommel. Once you have cut down so the cut is completely
around the piece, and you may have to
stop part way and adjust the blank a
bit so the depth of cut is even from all
four sides, then use your spindle
roughing gouge to round off the rest of
the spindle which will be round.
In the case of this table leg, it will be
clear to the end of the leg. Only cut
down to round, leaving it as large as
possible (but round).
Cutting pommel
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

The next step is to use calipers to determine the widest part of the round
section on your original or on the drawing and then a parting tool at the
top and bottom of the part you just rounded to cut in until the calipers just
slip over the shaft of the spindle. Once you have that groove cut top and
bottom, use your spindle roughing gouge once more to cut the entire
round section down to that fattest dimension from top to bottom.
The easiest, fastest, most accurate method of marking where all the
beads and coves go on the round part is to use a story board. Take a thin
and not too wide strip of wood and lay it alongside your original or the
drawing and make a pencil mark at each design element. If doing several
copies, I recommend using a triangular file and filing a shallow groove in
the edge of the story board to cradle your pencil when marking. It helps
get the pencil mark in the right place each time. With the lathe running, lay
your story board on the tool rest and close to the round section of the
spinning wood. Lay a pencil in the grooves one by one and mark a circle
around the spindle. With these legs, the upper round part was a bit fatter
than the lower section so I marked the upper part down to where I had to
cut it skinnier and then used my calipers once again with a parting tool to
cut down to the top and bottom of the smaller round dimension. The
spindle roughing gouge quickly cut that part down and then I continued
with the story board, marking pencil circles on the rest of the spindle to the
bottom. HINT: Use a single pencil line for significant features such as the
margins of beads and coves, a little wider pencil line (1/8”) for the deepest
part of a cove, and an even wider pencil line (1/4”) for the fattest part of a
bead. For example, compare the pencil lines in this drawing to the pattern
piece in the previous drawing.
Once you have your pencil circles laid out from the story board, use
calipers and a parting tool to cut to the final diameter for each element.
Two beads which are adjacent and the same diameter will just need to be
cut into beads with a skew or spindle gouge. The photo on the right shows
cutting the top to beads with a groove to the right which defines the depth
of the cut for a cove, which is the next element. To the right of that groove
is a wide pencil mark. That marks the top and center of the bead which is
next. The process continues on down the shaft of the spindle where you
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

have marked each element and cut in with parting tool and calipers to the
final diameter. Each element is then linked together to produce the final
piece. Use of a spindle roughing gouge to properly shape the long taper
of the leg down to the flare and back out to the final section. You may be
able to see the wide pencil mark on the fat part of the tulip shape near the
top. The next step is to sand the piece. Sanding by hand with 80 grit, 100,
120, and 150 should produce the surface which you want. Depending on
the wood and the style of the table, you may wish to sand to finer grits and
then stop the lathe to sand with the grain to fully disguise all the sanding
marks.
Sometimes it is useful to use several sets of calipers. On these large and
long table legs, I used six sets of calipers, each set to the diameter of a
significant feature, so that I did not have to stop and change the width of
the calipers for each element of each leg.
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Member
Provided Article cont’d
Group Buy Report
By Tom Boley

The usual items will be for sale at the November meeting.
 CA glue: thin, medium and thick
 CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill
 Dispensing tips
 Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle
stopper starter kits that include the mandrel. I will also have a few
of the newly designed stoppers for purchase.
 Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood
 Ruth Niles, heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and gun metal
Anchorseal – we are currently out of stock – see below.
I am working to set up an Anchorseal purchase and will need a large
collection of 1 or 2-gallon containers. No milk jugs but rather the tougher
thicker type of containers. Bring your cleaned containers to the
November meeting and I will collect them.
Scott Synnott

***************************************************************
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Show
and Tell - October
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Open Segmented Bowl
Maple, Walnut, Cherry, Padauk,
Yellow Heart, Purple Heart
2071 pieces
Richard Lowman

Bowl
Norway Maple
Richard Lowman

Octopod
Ralph Pugh

Mint Dish
Cherry
Diane Rodgers

Heart Bowl
Maple
Roy Aber

12

Rolling Pin
Maple
Diane Rodgers

Footed Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
George Paxton

More ANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - October
Meeting
PARTY

Photos Mark Kaplan

Ikebana Vase—Sapele
Laminated Serving Platters
- Cherrry + Canary/Purple Heart
- Maple + Canary/Purple Heart
Jacques Vesery Pendant (signed)
3&6 Point Vessl—Western Redwood
Laminated Vessels—Various Exoticss
Platter—Catalpa
Platter—Ambrosia Maple
Platter—Poplar
Ken Poirier
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More ANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - October
Meeting
PARTY

Photos Mark Kaplan

Basket Illusion Pendant
Maple
Charlie Wortman

Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
Darren Embree

Pagoda Cairn—Wenge, Maple,
Bubinga, & Holly
Heart Bowls—Purple Heart & Bubinga
Lidded Bowl—Cherry
Winged Vase—Walnut
Dave Swiger
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More ANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - October
Meeting
PARTY

Photos Mark Kaplan

Two Footed Bowls—Ash
Two Bowls—Pecan
Bowl—Maple
Bowl—Maple
Herb Witenstein

Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
Juan Gil

Cowboy Hat
Dave Robinson
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

November 11—Turning for the Troops at Woodcraft
November 16—CAT Meeting—Micro Symposium
December 14—CAT Meeting—Tips and Tricks
January 20—Anniversary Party (Whitestone Farms)
January 26-27—Tennessee Symposium
event

February 15—CAT Meeting (TBD)
March 15—CAT Meeting (TBD)
April 19—CAT Meeting (TBD)
May 17—CAT Meeting (TBD)
June 14-17—AAW Symposium, Portland, OR
http://www.woodturner.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=815608&group=

July 19—CAT Meeting (TBD)
August 16—CAT Meeting (TBD)
September 13—CAT Meeting (TBD)
October 18—CAT Meeting (TBD)
November 3-4—VA Symposium
http://www.virginiawoodturners.com

November 15—CAT Meeting (TBD)
December 13—CAT Meeting (TBD)
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Upcoming Miscellaneous Events

Announcing the 2018 Virginia Woodturning
Symposium!
Nov. 3rd and 4th, 2018 - Fishersville, VA
The 2018 Virginia Woodturning Symposium will feature:
Cindy Drozda
Rudy Lopez Donna Banfield
Nick Cook
Barry Gross Frank Penta
Graeme Priddle Joe Fleming Mark St. Leger
And more to be announced later!
In our 31,000 sq. ft. venue, there will be a total of 41 rotations covering a
wide range of turning techniques for turners of all levels. If you preregister before October 26, 2018, the price is only $80 for the weekend!
If you want to turn instead of watching, visit the Skills and Future Turners
area where experienced turners can help you work on your techniques.
Expanded Vendor areas will have a wide selection of tools and supplies
for all your shop needs and desires. There will also be an Instant Gallery
for you to view and/or display your turnings.
Mark your calendars to reserve the dates of November 3rd & 4th, 2018 to
attend the Virginia Woodturners Symposium at Expoland in Fishersville,
Virginia. Check us out for details on the web at

http://www.virginiawoodturners.com
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Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Due to travel, CAT monthly meetings, and Thanksgiving, there will be
no TNT until at least November 30th. Watch your email
for announcements.

AAW TOOL BANK
The American Association of Woodturners just launched a US
Tool Bank grant program. Please see below for details or go to the link at
the bottom of this page. If you know of worthy recipients outside of our
club membership, please feel free to pass this link on to them as well.
Purpose: The AAW Tool Bank grant program seeks to provide woodturning tools to selected chapters, educator, and nonprofit schools and organizations for the purpose of teaching the art and craft of woodturning to
youth and underrepresented groups.
History: The AAW Tool Bank collection was launched at the 2013 AAW
Symposium in Tampa, FL, by collecting tools donated for the Turners
Without Borders (TWB) global outreach initiative. Since then, members
have donated new and lightly used tools to the program to help programs
such as Woodturning Beyond Barriers, Turning to the Future, and Turners
Without Borders during the AAW’s Annual Symposium.
Eligibility: Chapters, educators, and/or nonprofit schools/organizations
who will use the tools for the purpose of teaching the art and craft of
woodturning to youth and underrepresented groups are eligible to apply
for a grant. The online application form must be completed and submitted.
The grant recipient is asked to pay for half of the expense for shipping
tools granted through the program to the recipient.
Application Timeline: Awards will be made quarterly in February, May,
August, and November. Deadlines for applications are January 31, April
30, July 31, and October 31.
http://www.woodturner.org/default.asp?page=ToolBankGrant
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, November 16, 2017
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA
Our November Demonstrator:
Club Members
Micro Symposium

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Bob Parson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Charlie Wortman
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Tom Smart
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
John Grant
Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Dave Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Mark Kaplan
Scott Synott
Bill Milbourn
Zeeshan Rasheed
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin
Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
IT Tech Support
support@catoctinareaturners.org
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes
Schedule through January 2018
Nov 26
Dec 3
Dec 4
Dec 15
Dec 17
Jan 7
Jan 26

Turning Simple Christmas Ornaments
Turning Hollow Globe Christmas Ornaments
Sharpening Turning Tools
Beginning Pen Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Introduction to the Lathe
Beginning Pen Turning

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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