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Basket Illusion

Dave Swiger will be Demonstrating
FINISHING
Our March Demo will be on finishing. Since the most often
asked question at Show and Tell is, “What’s the finish?” This
demonstration should be a hit.
Our club member, Dave Swiger, has been
finishing wood for many years. Before he
moved his focus (almost) completely to
turning, Dave did amazing flatwork, all of
which required finishes that would stand up
in the most demanding conditions. You
can see some of his work at his
website. http://swigerwoodworks.com

May Demo
What would you like to see? I’m talking to a turner from
Tidewater Turners who specializes in Canes and walking
sticks.
Or we could also do the Hollowing Rig Comparison.
Talk to me. Either way it’ll be a good time
Happy Turns
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director
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The
President’s
Page
Editor’s
Bench
By
Parson
ByBob
Peter
Bills
THE END IN MIND vs.
TURN, TURN, TURN
As we seem to have missed Winter and
head into Spring in February my snow
thrower sits forlorn in my garage. However,
I have wood to turn rather than snow to
throw, and that’s a good thing. For some
reason my mind “turned” to thoughts about
a simple but important thing: drive centers.
Like lathes, ask 10 woodturners to name a “best” lathe and you get 11 answers, so
also with drive centers. Of course a “favorite” drive center may depend, among
other things, on the wood being held: soft and punky, hard and dry, etc. Four prong,
two prong, no prong, multi-prong? Under many circumstance a drive center has an
advantage over a faceplate. I didn’t really know that when I started turning and I
ended up buying several face plates. Now they gather dust, for the most part. I also
have acquired several drive centers, and I have favorite ones for different turning
projects. To me, the biggest advantage of using a drive center is that I can change
the orientation of a piece to capture (or avoid) a characteristic of the blank. For bowl
blanks or hollow forms, for instance, once you turn away the bark and see the
character of the blank, repositioning at the headstock or tailstock, even slightly, can
reveal, or avoid, figure or other “features” inherent in the blank itself. With a
faceplate, once oriented on the headstock it is pretty much impossible to change the
geometry of the blank…you inadvertently made the choice about orientation when
you mounted the faceplate, a time at which you didn’t yet know much about the
character of the blank inside the bark-shrouded block. This is also a usual
shortcoming when using a screw chuck. So drive centers can have advantages over
a fixed faceplate or screw chuck.
My personal favorite for bowl blanks is a drive center that screws directly onto the
headstock spindle, has four prongs and a center point, all of which can be removed
for sharpening, or they can be adjusted so that they are lengthened, or shortened.
Although I haven’t had to sharpen the prongs yet, the fact that I can remove them for
sharpening is a blessing. I bought this center from Bill Rubenstein (Stubby Lathes
USA) a couple of years ago when Stubby USA was still selling lathes, since out of
business. I have tried to find the drive center online, but without success. This is
another characteristic of tools for woodturners: the manufacturer, or a particular item,
may only be around for a short period of time.
2

The President’s
Page-cont’d
Editor’s Bench
By
Parson
ByBob
Peter
Bills
My personal second favorite is the Oneway Safe Drive center. Alan Lacer, when he
was here a year or so ago, advocated using a Dremel tool or file to make a few
grooves around the circumference of the drive. The idea is to provide a bit of a
“bite”. I haven’t done that and I find that it works just fine. Also, the spring can be
removed (or the point itself). Again, to each his/her own. So you can buy, make, or
modify drive centers to suit.

In the this picture you can see the Oneway
“Big Bite” mounted in a chuck, then the
Oneway Safe Driver (unmodified), a Steb
center, the four prong drive that came with my
lathe, and at the back the four prong drive
center that is my favorite, all on one of my
faceplates.

Also regarding tools that come and
go, the second picture is of my 5/8’
and ½’ bowl gouges from SB tools.
Stu Batty lost his company, as you
know, and he made some very nice
tools. Also, as you know, Stu will be
here with a demo and workshop this
summer. So these are a few thoughts
regarding the simple, but important,
method of driving a block. You may
agree or disagree with me on drive
centers, but we can probably agree
that it is time for me to put my snow
thrower back into storage.
“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

We have had a number of donations lately.


Lee Hanson, Exotic Lumber, and Dunlap
Woodcrafts donated turning blanks to
our anniversary party.



Carl Conner has donated a number of
unique blanks that you will be seeing on
the raffle table for the next 6 months or
more.
And don’t forget that Woodcraft supports us all the time and gives
CAT members a discount on meeting weeks.
********************************************************************

This is your newsletter. Anyone can submit an article.
It’s easy to be part of CAT’s monthly newsletter. Just submit an
article, a picture, or write up of an experience, a project, or a
demonstration that you have seen. There’s plenty of room. Send
an email with attachments to Pete Bills at
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org . Text should be in Word format, pictures
should be in jpeg format. Simple, don’t be shy, each has something
to share.

Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor
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February Demo
By Dave Robinson

CORING RIGS
We had a good show of Coring Rigs at our February
Meeting. The Woodfast, McNaughton, and Oneway units all
made cores. The summary feelings were that the Woodfast
was the easiest to set up and use, and also the least
expensive. The McNaughton, at about the same cost, is
even easier to set up… but not so easy to use (well). It is the
most flexible but the learning curve is substantial. It is also
possible to bend a blade
which will lead to
frustration. The Oneway unit is the strongest and
the most expensive. If used properly, it is
bulletproof at making cores. The demonstration
was well received and the idea of doing a similar
meeting showcasing hollowing rigs was
proposed. If you have a hollowing rig that you’d
be willing to demonstrate, please contact me.

Woodfast

McNaughton

Oneway

Happy Turns
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
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Cutting Parties
By Dave Robinson

We hadn’t had one for a while and now we’ve had 3 in quick succession. First, Pete
Bills arranged for some easy Cherry and Walnut that Dominion had taken
down. There was a nice surprise of Spalted Hackberry and even some rare Spalted
Walnut.
Then, Denny Boehler arranged with a Road Construction Supervisor for us to cut
some trees that were being taken out for the extension of Battlefield Parkway. The
first week there was Cherry, Sweet Gum and one log of Ambrosia Maple. When we
found out how beautiful the Ambrosia was, Denny went looking for more and got the
construction crew to pull out 7 more Ambrosia logs for us.
The saying, “When It Rains, It Pours!” is coming true for us, especially with this
Ambrosia Maple. So, the key factor is harvesting what we can and then preserving
the harvest. We haven’t had a harvest like this since I’ve been in the club and it
may be several years before we have another opportunity like this. So here are a
couple of keys to preserving the harvest.
1. Process as much as you can within the first week. (Get in roughed into shape
with thicker walls that will allow a final turning after the warping is complete) Then
Anchor Seal at least the end grain and sit back and wait. Away from air movement
is best. Alternatively you can wrap the roughed out pieces in paper bags and wait
for them to dry. Remember it is good to have your wall thickness equal to reduce
cracks. Thickness of 10% of diameter is the rule of thumb, and you can reduce that
slightly toward the center of a bowl.
2. If you can’t modify your schedule to get an overload of wood roughed out quickly,
you need to slow it’s drying to avoid fatal end checking and cracks. (i.e. it turns
into firewood) The easiest way to do this is to seal both ends with Anchor
Seal. Keeping your wood in shade is better than sun. It is even better to Anchor
Seal and cover the whole pile with a tarp. Another method is to put the half rounds
into a wheeled garbage bin. Some have had success at putting logs in a pond. Of
course, keeping logs in full length is a good plan… but only if you have equipment to
handle them. Our cutting parties typically cut the rounds in half. This helps in
preventing cracking and also gets the pieces down to more manageable weight.
Happy Turns
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
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Cutting Parties

Cherry, Walnut, Hackberry,
some of it spalted

The crew plus Woody
Johnson who took the
picture.
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Cutting Parties
More Great Cutting Parties

Great Cherry and Ambrosia Maple

24 inch Sweet
Gum within hours
of a cutting party
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Show
and Tell - February
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Low cost shop
vacuum donated
by George Paxton
Bird House
Walnut, Ash, Catalpa
George Paxton

Clockwise from Top
Hunter Carbide Tools
Walnut and Hickory
Cutting Board with Juice Tray
Ash
Bird Houses
Maple
Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
Dave Robinson
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More Show
and Tell - February
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Various Pens from
Shell Casings
Brass, Acrylic
Scott Schlosser

Pizza Cutters
Ambrosia Maple,
American Elm, Spalted
Willow Oak
Denny Boehler

Refrigerator Magnets
Various Pen Blank
Ends
Denny Boehler

Mallets
Walnut, Osage Orange,
Leather, Brass
Chris Liebermann
Phone Stand, Pen,
Penlight, Screwdriver
Keychain
Chris Liebermann
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More Show
and Tell - February
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Tool Handle
Color Wood

Bowl
Hackberry

Bowl
Walnut

Roy Aber

Baby Rattle
Walnut, Maple
Zeeshan Rasheed

Bowl
Holly
Dale Bright

Platters with Celestial
Clouds
Oak, Maple
Tom Huber

Three Wing Lidded TurningCollaborative Effort
Cherry
Charlie Wortman

Segmented (Swirly) Bowl
Misc Woods
Mark Orms
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Bowl
White Oak
Dave Tator

More Show
and Tell - February
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Bowl
Box Elder
Herb Witenstein

Bowl
Maple
Herb Witenstein

Clockwise
Vacuum Chuck-Maple
Potpourri Bowl-Ash
Bowl-Walnut
Bowls-Maple, Cherry, Sycamore
Small Boxes-Maple
Bill Devlin
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More Show
and Tell - February
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

3 Cornered Bowl
Walnut
Ken Nelson

Egg Ornament w/Stand
Chicken Egg, African
Blackwood, Brass Rod
Ken Poirier
February Win 1, Turn 1

Limb Ornament
Leland Cypress & Red
Oak
Ken Poirier

Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
Scott Synott

Rock-a-Bye Box
Maple/Blackwood
Paul Lion
Lidded Urn
Big Leaf Maple Burl
Harriet Maloney

Lidded Pot
Thuya
Maloney Collaboration
2 Lidded Pots
Norfolk Island Pine
Harriet Maloney
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More Show
and Tell - February
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Clockwise
Bowl-Pecan
Pepper Mill-Cherry
Large Bowl-Cherry
Bowl-Claro Walnut
Tom Smart
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2017
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

March 16— CAT Meeting—Dave Swiger, Finishing
April 13— CAT Meeting—Harvey Meyer: Basket Illusion
April 14 —One Day Workshop, Harvey Meyer: Basket Illusion [2 spaces available]
April 17-18—Two Day Workshop, Harvey Meyer: Basket Illusion [Currently booked
up, sign up on waiting list]
May 6—Reston Spring Festival
May 18—CAT Meeting TBD
June 15—CAT Meeting TBD
July 13—CAT Meeting—Derek Weidman: Offset turning. Possible workshop(s) if
enough interest (Tentative)
??? TBD—CAT Picnic (Month & DateTBD)
August 17—CAT Meeting—Stuart Batty (Tentative). Possible workshop(s)
September 14—CAT Meeting—Mark St Leger. Possible workshop(s)
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair
October 19—CAT Meeting—Jacques Vesery (Tentative)
November 16—CAT Meeting—Mike Sorge (Tentative). Possible 5-day workshop
December 14—CAT Meeting TBD
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OLD vs NEW
By Dave Robinson

Welcoming A New Family Member
Luelle said, “You don’t NEED anymore lathes!” Since we have 12 in the basement,
she’s probably right. But this one was special. So I was able to bring home another
lathe after my post cancer check up trip down to Hampton. (BTW All is well. As I’ve
said, I hope you don’t get cancer but if you do, I have only the highest recommendation for proton therapy). Tidewater Turners, my club away from home, was looking for
a good home for their Treadle Lathe. I guess they had gotten tired of treading it (and
storing it). So if you want to build up your quads on Thursday Night Turning… It’s in
the shop and it’s more fun than a stationary bike.
My grandson, Noah (age 11), and I unloaded it on Wednesday and set it up in the
basement, and of course he wanted to turn with the new toy. It just so happened that
a huge wind storm came along right then and power was knocked out. But the
treadle lathe kept on turning! So actually, Luelle, we really did need one more
(special) lathe! One idea that I’m considering is taking it to Hillsboro, Bluemont, etc
along with one of our newer lathes. The comparison between “New and Old” could
generate interest and children seem intrigued and Noah has shown that kids can certainly tread and turn. Note this is not an authentic original 18th or 19th century
lathe. With some bicycle
parts, a real 1x8 spindle
and a #2 Morse Taper and
a Link Belt, it is a very well
executed “hybrid” with
some modern improvements along with the original treadle power concept. … A big Thank You
to our sister club in Norfolk
VA, Tidewater Turners.
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Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Watch for emails
“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together
Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change!
“CAT East” Lunch

“CAT West” Lunch

*************************************************************************

Ken Poirier presented a
sharpening class at a recent TNT. It was appreciated and many attended. Thank you Ken!
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Odds and Ends
How to recruit new members

Get them to TNT or a special session and make something.
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, March 16, 2017
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our March Demonstrator:
Dave Swiger—Finishing

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Bob Parson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Charlie Wortman
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Doug Balzer
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Beverly Robillard
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Dave Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Mark Kaplan
Scott Synott
Bill Milbourn
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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Group Buy Report
The usual items will be for sale at the March meeting.
 CA glue
 Both styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with a new Bottle stopper
starter kit.
 Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood
 Anchorseal
The top 5 vendors from last meetings balloting are: 1. Doug Thompson
Tools 2. Craft Supplies 3. Mike Sorge 4. Starbond & Packard Woodworks 5. Woodcraft & Timber wolf blades (BTW, the Timber wolf blades are
currently on sale at Woodcraft)
I will endeavor to set up group buys with these vendors in the near future.
I have arranged for a group buy from WOODTURNERSWONDERS. Our Club will
receive a gift certificate and free shipping based on the amount of our order. (A
$500 order gets us a $100 certificate and free shipping, higher orders provide higher
rewards). Visit the website woodturnerswonders.com and send me the item description, quantity and cost of the items you want and I will formulate the order. You
may also refer to the email of March 2nd on this subject. Send me your requested
order by Sunday, 19 March, to woodshopdoc@gmail.com. Thank you.
Scott Synott

***************************************************************

CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!!
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools
Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops
Schedule through May 2017
Mar 15
Mar 22
Mar 31
Apr 2
Apr 11&12
Apr 17
Apr 19
Apr 22
May 6
May 7

Basic Segmented Turning
Turn a Lidded Box
Beginning Pen Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Turn a Peppermill
Sharpen Turning Tools
Turn an Octopod
Spindle Duplication
Bowl Turning
Introduction to the Lathe

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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