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This month we will have a demo on turning canes and
walking sticks. Pete Summers is our friend from
Tidewater Turners who gave us the treadle lathe. He
has made a specialty of canes and walking sticks and
sells a few hundred each year. He will show some
different ways of making handles and how to solve
the vibration problem on long skinny work.
In addition, Pete will be bringing his trailer which is
set up for doing shows. Some of our members will
get some good ideas from what Pete has
developed. When I visited his shop I definitely
learned a few “tips and tricks.”
Happy Turns
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director
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Pitching in to Help Our Club!
We are fortunate to have CAT
members who have skill sets that
help us respond to issues that arise
and to help in advancing our mission.
On April 1 we had a meeting to try to
resolve the issues we have had with
our email systems. Thanks to
Zeeshan Rasheed we now have a
new and vastly improved Google groups email system that is flexible
and should serve our needs well into the future. Thanks to Zeeshan and
all who helped work out the kinks!
We also had a bit of good news from AAW. I received a letter from the
AAW Educational Opportunity Grant Committee on April 11 informing me
that our grant request for a lathe had been approved. Our grant request
was for equipment that will help us provide more educational
opportunities in order to better serve our youthful turners and to attract
youth participation in our turning activities. The Nova midi lathe and
associated chuck and turning tools will be available after the 2017 AAW
Symposium in Kansas City. If I drive to the Symposium I will be able to
pick up the equipment, otherwise the AAW will ship it to me. The
equipment will be used for the AAW Women in Turning activities in
Kansas City, so when we receive the equipment it will be in near pristine
condition. We have tried in the past to receive a grant, and this time we
were successful. Ken Poirier provided the original request draft, and a
number of other folks helped edit it. I tried to cut and paste the written
document into the AAW online forms for the grant request but the
document was way too long. So I had to basically rewrite the request,
using the content as best I could. So in the end we were successful,
again based on the responsiveness and help provided by many of our
Club members. So hats off to all of you who helped with this project,
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and for those of us who will help mentor our youthful turners in our youth
program! I have returned the 2017 EOG Grant Recipient contract to
AAW, and we look forward to a nice new piece of equipment to help our
program. As a condition of this award we will provide a final report, or
progress report, to AAW documenting our experiences with the new
equipment. We will need to send the report to AAW before September
30, 2017. The report will describe our project and outcome, and I would
like to be sure that we also provide some photos of our youthful turners
and their turned projects to supplement our report. The last item under
the “Terms and Conditions of this Award” is a statement that “The EOG
program is a highly competitive process and recipients deserve
recognition for the quality and scope of their grant proposals.” So I want
to thank all of the folks who have helped develop this grant proposal!
Thanks for listening!
“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural99
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

We have a number of community and Club
events upcoming providing an opportunity to
show our craft and art, interest others in
woodturning and expand our membership.
And of course, these also provide an
opportunity to sell some of your pieces. Be
sure to see Pete Summer’s trailer at our May
meeting to get ideas on how to display your
work at events.
July 1— Hillsboro Patriot’s Day
July 22—CAT Picnic
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair
Contact Bill Milbourn at WHMilbourn@aol.com for information as these
events get closer.
********************************************************************
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

From Dave Robinson:
Practice Lathe Available
I was recently given a small lathe and don’t have room for it. It is
available to a member as a loaner until they decide what they want and
purchase something bigger and better. It will do a fine job on pens,
handles, lidded boxes and other small work. Let me know if you’d like
it. It’s in my garage and I’d rather park my car in there. When I
mentioned this lathe to Denis Delahanty, he said, “That’s the lathe I
learned to turn on!” So that’s a pretty good endorsement for the lathe,
as Denis has become quite an accomplished turner.
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April Demo
By Dave Robinson

Harvey Meyer did “Basket
Illusion” for our Club demo
and several said it was the
best demo they’d
seen! Harvey is truly good
at his craft and keeps things
going with his dumb jokes,
no extra charge. Takeaways
from the demo were:

1. You pretty much need the D
Way beading tools to do this
work. 1/8 & 3/16.
2. Optima makes a special
burning tip to burn over the 1/8
bead.
3. Faber Castell makes pens
with India Ink that are pigmented instead of alcohol based like Sharpie
pens which are not light fast.
4. Robust tool rests are superior for beading because of the hard
surface and the close access to the work.
5. Harvey passed out a handout with lots of tips and details and is
reproduced on the following two pages. [Editor’s note: It is easier to
read if printed out.]
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April Demo
By Harvey Meyer
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April Demo
By Harvey Meyer
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April Demo
By Dave Robinson

Just some of Harvey’s work:
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Basket Illusion Workshops
By Dave Robinson

We had two Basket Illusion Workshops:
A one day workshop on Friday with 7 participants. It was a full day and
we learned all the techniques. Just didn’t have time to finish the work.
Then we had a 2 day workshop on Monday and Tuesday. The
attendees did a larger project and had two days to get it done.
We're looking forward to seeing
some of these pieces at our May
and future Show and Tells.

Happy Turns
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
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Show
and Tell - AprilPARTY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Wine Bottle Stoppers
Spalted Magnolia
Woody Johnson

Gavel
Oak
Woody Johnson

Original Basket Illusions
by
David Nittman
Provided by
Don Maloney

Bowl
Paulonia
Denny Boehler
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More
Show and Tell - April
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Art
Pink Ivory, Zirkote
and Brass
Chris Kunzle

Platter
Mexican Chechalu
Burl
Chris Kunzle

Calabash Style Bowl
Maple
Scott Synnott

Bowl
Cherry
Scott Synnott

Bowl
Ash
Doug Balzer
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More
Show and Tell - April
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Three Left Feet
Maple
Herb Witenstein

Bowl
Maple Burl
Buddy Brewer

Pot
Amboyna Burl
Don Maloney

Clacker
Maple/Red Oak
Zeeshan Rasheed
6 Bud Vases
Various Wood
Harriet Maloney

Wing Bowl from
Branch
Cherry
Harriet Maloney
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More
Show and Tell - April
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Bowl
Cherry with Hammered Copper
Trim Ring
Richard Loman & Charlie Wortman

Segmented Bowl
w/Cloud Reature Ring
Approx 338 pieces
Bubinga, Maple, Padauk, Black
and White Veneer
Richard Lowman
Open Segmented Bowl
Approx 961 pieces
Walnut, Maple, Padauk
Richard Lowman
Natural Edge Bowl
(?) Wood
Beverly Robillard
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More
Show and Tell - April
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Platter
Myrtle
Tom Smart

Trilo-Egg
w/Shadow Base
Maple/Cherry
Charlie Wortman

Vase
Ambrosia Maple
Dave Robinson

Scrapers
Made from Old Files
Herb Witenstein
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2017
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

May 18—CAT Meeting—Pete Summers: Canes and Walking Sticks
June 15—CAT Meeting— Charlie Wortman, 3 mini demos—Lichtenburg wood
burning, rapid pepper mills, hammered copper rim.
June 22-25—AAW Symposium, Kansas City
July 1—Hillsboro Patriot’s Day
July 13—CAT Meeting—Derek Weidman: Offset turning. Possible workshop(s) if
enough interest (Tentative)
July 22—CAT Picnic at Edwards Landing Pavilion, Leesburg
August 17—CAT Meeting—Stuart Batty (Tentative). Possible workshop(s)
September 14—CAT Meeting—Mark St Leger. Possible workshop(s)
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair
October 19—CAT Meeting—Jacques Vesery (Tentative)
November 16—CAT Meeting—Mike Sorge (Tentative). Possible 5-day workshop
December 14—CAT Meeting TBD
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CAT Webpage
By Juan Gil
CAT proudly offers its members a place in cyberspace to stay informed and up to date
on all the activities taking place in our Club. The webpage can be accessed from any
device connected to the internet by going to the following url:
www.catoctinareaturners.org.
Once you type the url, you will be
welcomed by the home page
which lists the next meeting date,
time and location. Explains what
the Club is about and presents the
menu of the rest of the website:
About us, Events, Gallery, Newsletters, and Contact Us.
In addition, it gives you the option
to join the Club, renew the membership if you are already a member or simply donate to the Club
with the click of a button. It offers a
link to the calendar of upcoming
events or to the list of items for
sale by members. And finally, it
gives you access to the latest articles written by our board members.
The next tab is About us and simply contains a brief description of the Club, the meetings and our affiliation to AAW.
The Events tab is filled with information from the monthly calendar, to meetings and
the demonstrator, and the details of upcoming workshops and groupbuys. Members
can also sign up for workshops or purchase groupbuy items using paypal or a credit
card from this section of the webpage.
The Gallery tab displays the creations that were brought to the Show and Tell and it
gets updated every month.
The Newsletter tab archives the newsletters organized by month and year. And allows
the members to access a Resources sub tab containing items for sale by members or
by local suppliers providing special discounts to CAT members.
Finally, the Contact Us page gives anyone the opportunity to ask any questions or
make any offers for event participation, wood cutting, and gallery display options.
As one can see, a great deal of thought has gone into making the website a place
filled with important information for its members. We hope you enjoy it and we welcome any ideas on how to make it more useful.
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Odds and Ends
Reston Spring Festival
On May 6th we participated in the Reston Spring Festival again this year.
A number of Club members helped ion the setup, take down, and turning
during the event. Of course the youngsters were very interested as always.
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Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Dave’s Driveway
This photo marks an epic
milestone in CAT extra wood
storage history! After the
last 4 Cutting parties with the
Cherry, Walnut, Hackberry,
and Super Ambrosia Maple, I
finally got members to take it
almost all away! And I composted the rest. I walk out
of my garage and look at my
driveway and hardly know
how to act. I haven’t seen
that much asphalt in year
I know. Let’s have a cutting party! I’ve identified 27 acres that has just
been logged. It looks like a war zone. (It’s my daughter and son-in law’s
homestead) But there is a lot of Black Walnut. Some is big in the
stumps the loggers didn’t take because they were hollow. Bowl blanks
can be harvested out of it. And lots are in the 9 - 14” range from the tops
that they left behind. This will be more difficult to retrieve than the last
Ambrosia we got and will bring a lot more safety concerns. Most of the
other wood is Poplar and Oak, almost no Cherry, so the walnut is the main
attraction. Stay tuned to the email notifications.
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Odds and Ends
A Word on Walnut
Most people have no problem
working with walnut. Some however, are sensitized to it and it
can cause both skin irritation and
breathing issues. There doesn’t
seem to be a range of sensitivity. People either are or are not
sensitive to it. It you find out that
you’re sensitive to walnut, you
can try long sleeves taped up
and a mask. There will be a fair amount of walnut in our TNT sessions in
the next several weeks as lots of it is becoming available. Don Maloney
also had his property logged and is providing some Black Walnut in the 914 inch size.
Or just skip using walnut. There are lots of other woods that have no sensitivity issues.
Sanding at TNT
In light of the above on Walnut and the dangers of dust in general, we will
be adhering to the following shop rules:
1. Only sand at the two stations that have dust collection… and make
sure that it’s turned on.
2. Small items may be sanded at other lathes if they are “wet
sanded” This may be done with special sand paper in conjunction with oil
or water. Also there are wax and abrasive combinations that contain the
dust. See Bryan Boston for details on this technique. Don’t sand at high
RPMs or we’ll have stripes on the ceiling.
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, May 18, 2017
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our May Demonstrator:
Pete Summers
Canes and Walking Sticks

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Bob Parson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Charlie Wortman
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Doug Balzer
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Beverly Robillard

Program Director
Dave Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

cattreasurer2017@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Mark Kaplan
Scott Synott
Bill Milbourn
Zeeshan Rasheed
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
IT Tech Support
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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Group Buy Report
The usual items will be for sale at the May meeting:
CA glue: thin, medium and thick
5-minute epoxy
Both styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with a new bottle
stopper starter kit.
Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood
Anchorseal
Brent English has generously offered us an opportunity to purchase
Robust tool rests and drive and live centers at 20% off for Club
members. I will put out more information via email and have ordering
available at the May meeting.
I still have the order open for the “Just one more cut” t-shirts. Send
me an email or see me at the next meeting to make your order. I
don’t have the final cost yet but it should not be more than $20 for
the short sleeve and $21 for the long. Color is either green or scarlet. Just let me know what sleeve length, size and color you
want. Email to: woodshopdoc@gmail.com
Thanks,
Scott Synnott

***************************************************************

CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!!
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools
Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes
Schedule through July 2017
Jun 4
Jun 23
Jul 2
Jul 10
Jul 15

Introduction to the Lathe
Basic Pen Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Sharpen Turning Tools
Bowl Turning

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com

26

