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June Demonstration
Charlie will discuss the recent AAW policy on Fractal
Burning and why it can be dangerous. As a result of
the new AAW policy, Fractal Burning will not be
demonstrated at the meeting (see recent AAW policy
on page 4).
Charlie will demonstrate his Speedy Pepper Mill
turning and share the methods he has developed to
save him time, his use of the hammered copper band
as an embellishment, and turning a whistle.
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The
President’s
Page
Editor’s
Bench
By
Parson
ByBob
Peter
Bills

This month is Symposium discussion
month. But before that, I would like to
mention once more that AAW
membership is available at half price
for any one of us who has not been
an AAW member in the past. The
offer expires at the end of June, so
you can go to the AAW website to
look around and decide if you’d like to
take advantage of this rather unusual offer. In my personal view, the
AAW magazine and the FUNdamentals pieces would be well worth the
membership, but I have found myself using the forums to get answers to
my questions, and that is another useful source of personalized turning
information available to members.
Many of us will be going to the AAW Symposium in Kansas City in a bit,
and it promises, as always, to be more input than (at least for me) can
be absorbed. I am having trouble deciding on which rotations to choose
to attend; many presentations are by folks I have wanted to see for
years, so it should be some exciting time despite the head pounding to
decide which demos to have to miss. The AAW Symposium next year
will be in Portland, Oregon, for those planning ahead.
Speaking of planning ahead for next year, the Virginia Woodturning
Symposium is shaping up nicely. The Symposium will be held at EXPO
Land in Fishersville November 3-4, 2018. This is the same venue as
last year, with the expanded floor area which includes the Annex, so we
will have plenty of room for demos and vendors. We are finalizing the
list of demonstrators for Fishersville, but as of now we will have Cindy
Drozda, Frank Penta, Rudy Lopez, Joe Fleming, Nick Cook and Graeme
Priddle. Laid back Graeme is from Northland, New Zealand, but
relocated to Asheville, NC, in 2016. We are also in the midst of trying to
line up another nationally renowned demonstrator.
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The Editor’s
President’s
Page-cont’d
Bench
By
Parson
ByBob
Peter
Bills

We have come a long way from just a few years ago when we had just
one “big name” turner, yet the price of admission has risen only slightly
over the years. The Virginia Woodturning Symposium comes around
every even year, and the Symposium committee has tried very hard to
continually improve the experience. The Symposium committee is made
up of two members from each Virginia AAW-affiliated turning club. This
effort is for the benefit of all turners, but is primarily focused on drawing
from our Virginia clubs. In other words, we do this for you. The
representatives to the Symposium committee from CAT are myself and
Mark Kaplan. If you have any suggestions you’d like to provide for
planning input into the 2018 Virginia Symposium, please let Mark or I
know.
On a final note, starting in this issue we are fortunate to have an article
on turning from Tom Boley. Tom was instrumental in starting CAT in
2009, and was our first President. For those of you going to the AAW
Symposium, Tom will be a vendor with his “Tom’s Tools”, so stop by to
say “hi”.
Thanks for listening!
“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

At the May monthly meeting the subject of
coloring epoxy came up. Fred Gross sent
in the following of the material he uses.
System Three Epoxy Paste Pigment . Pigment
easily dissolves in epoxy as you mix part A & B. Mix
with hardener Part A first, then add to other part B
of epoxy mix. Also works with polyester resin. Use
the link for more info and ordering. Some colors
available at Woodcraft.
www.systemthree.com/products/epoxy-pastepigment
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

********************************************************************

AAW POLICY ON FRACTAL BURNING
“It is the policy of the American Association of Woodturners
(AAW) that the process known as Fractal Burning is prohibited from being used in any AAW-sponsored events, including regional and national symposia, and that AAW-chartered
chapters are strongly urged to refrain from demonstrating
or featuring the process in chapter events. Further, the
process of Fractal Burning shall not be featured in any written or online AAW publication, except for within articles that
warn against its use. AAW publications will not accept advertisements for any products or supplies directly related to
the process.”
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May Demo
By Dave Robinson

Raising Cane by Pete Summers
Pete Summers, from our
sister club down in
Norfolk, provided the
demo on canes.
His emphasis is retail
cane making, so he
does them in batches of
10 and has developed
various speed tricks
which allow him to
minimize his time spent
per unit. He also
shared a unique source of
wood which he has
stumbled across,
Dunnage, which are
hardwood pieces, 2 1/2”
square and 36 inches
long. Perfect for cane
making, already dried and
treated for bugs. These
pieces come in with freight
from India, Asia, & Africa,
and are of various
hardwood species. Worth
keeping our eyes open for….

The original cane machine
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MAY Demo
By Dave Robinson

He also showed a
way of drilling and
using a billiard
ball as a handle,
as well as a
handle turned
from a piece of
the same
dunnage wood,
and the strong
connection of the
handle to the
cane.
Pete also shared a couple of
tips that were worth
mentioning: Make your own
Sanding Mops from strips of
fabric backed sandpaper, a
half inch bolt and fender
washers. And the use of
filing cabinets in the
shop. With many offices
going paperless, expensive
filing cabinets in all sizes are
available for cheap to
free. They can be used for
bench bases, grinder stands
etc.
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
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Future Demos
By Dave Robinson

JULY MEETING
Derek Weidman will demonstrate “Fantastic Faces” by using his own
(Very) offset turning techniques. This demo will be different from anything
you’ve ever seen. Even those who don’t want to make the masks like Derek
demonstrates, are guaranteed to learn some new techniques to incorporate
into their work.
The meeting demo will be followed up by a 1 day workshop the
following day. The cost is $100 and will be held at Blue Ridge Turnery, our
TNT location, (Dave’s Shop) Don’t miss this rare opportunity to move your
wood turning career forward. Sign up now on the CAT website to secure
your place in this one of a kind workshop.
AUGUST MEETING
Stuart Batty is a nationally known demonstrator, famous for his teaching
and his 40-40-40 grind. He will bring a great demonstration along with the
theory and mechanics of cutting the wood with a properly ground, and sharp
tool.
We’ll also have a two day workshop by Stuart on Wednesday and
Thursday, the day of the meeting. This workshop will be a great one to move
your woodturning forward with a real focus on tool technique. Cost will be
$250. The workshop will also be at Blue Ridge Turnery. Secure your spot
with a 50% deposit or pay the whole amount on the CAT website
SEPTEMBER MEETING
Mike Sorges famous for bringing “Something Different” and this meeting
is one you won’t want to miss.
CAT will offer our first ever 5 day class from Monday to Friday, the
week of the club meeting. Those who have seen Mike know that he is an
excellent teacher and demonstrator and always brings a new twist to our art of
turning. For those concerned that they may have “already seen it”, Mike has
9 new projects that we haven’t seen before! This workshop is intended for
intermediate turners who are comfortable with a bowl gouge. Beginners…
don’t let that deter you. Even if you’ve never turned, you can be ready by
September… especially if you start attending TNT. Whatever your level,
you’ll make quantum leaps forward with this Master Class. Cost will be
$650 You can secure your place with a 50% deposit or pay the whole
amount on the CAT website.
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
7

Member Provided Article
By Tom Boley

Tom Boley (the first President of our Club) has offered to provide selected
articles he has prepared for wood turners. Here is the first of those articles:

Starting Out
by Tom Boley

In my basic woodturning classes, students often ask about what they
need to do woodturning. It is both an easy and a complex answer. You
need four things -- a lathe, tools, sharpening system, and wood. But
how do you know WHICH ones? The best single piece of advice I can
offer is to join a woodturning club and now that you may be reading this
article in your club newsletter, you have taken that most important first
step. You will find a wealth of knowledge and friendly members willing to
offer advice and even hands-on help.
If your space is limited, a mini-lathe may be just the ticket. If your
funds are limited, that mini-lathe may still be the right way to go. Don’t
think of mini-lathes as toys. They aren’t. They are precision machines,
just small. If you want to go a bit bigger, start talking to your fellow club
members to see what they have and ask if you may test-drive something
in which you may have interest. But whatever you do, whenever you
buy a new lathe, whether it is your first or your fifth, don’t ever say to
your spouse, “Honey, this is the last lathe I’ll ever need,” because it will
be used against you when you want to upgrade!
As for sharpening, I have to advise you to get the slow speed (1725
rpm) grinder with the Wolverine and Vari-grind jigs by Oneway. There
are other sharpening systems around, but the vast majority of turners
use these. You can get whatever you like for your shop but when you go
to someone else’s shop, do a demo, or someone comes to your shop, it
would be nice for everyone to use a system with which they are
familiar. Once you have the grinder set up for the tool you are using,
you can leave the lathe, sharpen the tool, and be back at the lathe in 15
seconds. Don’t turn with dull tools.
And that brings us to the tools you may need. You can do nearly
everything with a 3/8” bowl gouge and a 1/8” parting tool. I recommend
not buying the tool set with six or eight tools. You will get tools you will
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

use. Buy them one at a time and just get what you need as your skills
improve. I also advise new turners to buy the Wood River brand tools
from Woodcraft. That is the Woodcraft store brand and they are just
fine. They are far less expensive than name brand tools but there is a
downside. That problem is that the flute is short. A new turner will likely
grind off steel pretty rapidly as he or she learns to sharpen and will soon
have that tool ground down to the point at which it can no longer be
effectively sharpened. But by then you will have learned to
sharpen. Buy a replacement bowl or spindle gouge with a much longer
flute and it will likely last for many years.
The best second tool to buy is the 1/8” parting tool. Later on you may
want to add a 1/4” diamond-shaped parting tool or other
sizes. Sharpening is quick and easy and your parting tools will last for
years because you will only use them occasionally and not for hours on
end like the bowl gouges.
But what would be the next tool to buy? Three come to mind. If you
want to turn spindles, anything from pens to table legs or porch posts,
the bowl gouge will work BUT having a spindle roughing gouge will be
handy. A 1” spindle roughing gouge is the best overall size for that tool
and is to be used ONLY for spindle work, not faceplate work such as
bowls as it can be dangerous when used in that manner. Why
dangerous? Two reasons, both relating to the grind on the tool. The
cutting edge on this tool is wide so when presented to a piece of wood in
bowl orientation with the end grain spinning past the tool rest twice each
rotation, there is a good chance of getting a bad catch in that end
grain. That will be a surprise and could jerk the tool out of your hands
and slam the handle into your face or up into your armpit. You will be
very out of control. The other “danger” is to the tool itself because of the
thin tang which sticks down into the tool handle. If you get a really bad
catch, the tang may snap off right at the top end of the tool handle,
rendering a very nice and reasonably expensive tool totally
worthless. Stick to spindle work with this one.
If you find you are spending more and more time turning bowls, you
may want to add a ½” bowl gouge. It is fatter so there will be less
vibration and you will be able to hang it a bit farther off the tool rest.
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

You can also rough out green wood faster because it takes a bigger
bite. The third tool in this second wave of tools to buy is the spindle
gouge. Turning spindles is great with a spindle roughing gouge but only
if you want to keep them smooth and straight or with a light curve. If you
want to turn beads, coves, and other details, get a 3/8” spindle gouge. I
would add that you can also use a bowl gouge to turn spindles but a
spindle gouge will be easier to use for detail work.
So, to recap, you need a lathe, tools, and a sharpening
system. Yeah, you need wood, too, but that is a topic for another
article. Buy tools in two waves. Get a 3/8” bowl gouge and an 1/8”
parting tool first, and then add a 1” spindle roughing gouge, a 3/8”
spindle gouge, and, if needed, a ½” bowl gouge.
But how about scrapers? You bet! They are great tools in spite of
being denigrated by many. Lots of people started out with scrapers and
there are many skilled turners who are well known for their products and
they primarily use scrapers. Remember, never rub the bevel with a
scraper. That is inviting a catch. Always angle a scraper down so the
only thing touching the wood will be the cutting edge of the tool. I
particularly use scrapers in two cases -- smoothing out any irregularities
in the bottom of a bowl which I am having trouble smoothing with the
bowl gouge and spindle turning, mainly beads and coves. I think a
slicing tool will give a better finish under the cut but scraping with a
nicely rolled burr will give a very good finish. A scraper can be a very
aggressive tool but I don’t use it that way. I like to use it with finesse
rather than aggressively, taking off very fine shavings.
That’s enough for now. My intention is to produce several articles
about woodturning with the hope that newer turners will find this
information helpful. Topics will be sharpening, mounting wood on the
lathe, peripheral equipment, and so forth. If you have a particular
question which you would like to see addressed, please contact me at
tboley10@gmail.com.
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Group Buy Report
The usual items will be for sale at the June meeting.
CA glue: thin, medium and thick
Both styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with a new Bottle stopper
starter kit.
Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood
Anchorseal – you can also order and pay for this online at the CAT website
Thank you to all those who are participating in the Robust group buy. I will provide information on when the order is to arrive as soon as it becomes available. Currently working on a group buy with Woodcraft and will contact members via email with the details.
Woodturners Wonders is having a 15% off sale (except CBN wheels) now
through Father’s Day. Use discount code LOVEUDAD at checkout.
Thanks,
Scott Synnott

***************************************************************

CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!!
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools
Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Show
and Tell - MAY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Salt Cellar
Maple & Walnut
Roy Aber

Platters
Ambrosia Maple
George Paxton

Basket Illusion
Maple
Roy Aber

Twig Pot
Spalted Maple
Paul Lion
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Open Segment Vase
6 Different Woods
889 pieces
Ralph Pugh

More
Show and Tell - MAY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Four Owls
Maple
Herb Witenstein

Bowls
1-Maple, 1-Walnut
Mark Kaplan

Natural Edge Bowl—Cherry
Bowl—Ambrosia Maple
Bowl—Cherry
Scott Synnott
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More
Show and Tell - MAY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Vase—Maple
Hollow Form—Maple
Hollow Form—Pecan
Hollow Form—Holly
Dale Bright

Covered Bowl
Cherry
Beverly Robillard

Plater
Map;e
Don Smith
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More
Show and Tell - MAY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Coffee Scoop—Color Wood
Platter—Ash
Laminated Platter—4 Woods
Ken Poirier

Octopod
American Elm
Dave Robinson

Lidded Box
Maple/Walnut
Douglas Balzer

Thin Wall Box
Persimmon
Charlie W
Segmented Bowl
Cherry, Maple, Bloodwood
Richard Lowman
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More
Show and Tell - MAY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Bowl—Gum
Mike Sorge Vessel—Walnut
Lichtenberg Bowl—Maple
Dave Swiger

Bowl
Maple Burl
Chris Kunzle
Square Edge Bowl
Cocobolo
Chris Kunzle

Bowl Display Stand
Ambrosia Maple
Don Maloney, Dave Swiger, Jim Schubert
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More
Show and Tell - MAY
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Open Segmented Bowl—
18 Different Woods 829 pieces
Fluted Bowl—Black Walnut
Segmented Bowl—Bloodwood/Walnut
Dave Drown
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2017
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

June 15—CAT Meeting— Charlie Wortman, 3 mini demos—Rapid pepper mills, hammered copper rim, and a whistle
June 22-25—AAW Symposium, Kansas City
July 1—Hillsboro Patriot’s Day
July 13—CAT Meeting—Derek Weidman: Offset turning.
July 14—Derek Weidman Workshop
July 22—CAT Picnic at Edwards Landing Pavilion, Leesburg
August 17—CAT Meeting—Stuart Batty
August 16-17—Stuart Batty Workshop
September 11-15—Mike Sorge 5 day workshop
September 14—CAT Meeting—Mike Sorge
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair
October 19—CAT Meeting—Jacques Vesery (Tentative)
November 16—CAT Meeting—TBD
December 14—CAT Meeting TBD
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Odds and Ends
Five of our members exhibited in the Western Loudoun Artist Studio Tour
(WLAST) on June 3rd and 4th.

Don and
Harriet
Maloney at
their studio

Dale Bright
at his studio

Denis
Delehanty
and
Uta Gil
at
Denis’s studio
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Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Dave Robinson is out of town for a few weeks. So no TNT until he returns. Stay tuned and watch your email for notice when it starts up again.

Ken demonstrates making a top
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Odds and Ends
CAT Spring Tree ID Walk at Meadow Lark.
We had our second Annual Tree Walk at MeadowLark Botanical Gardens. Charlie, our host, showed us around and introduced several new
plants along with ways to identify them. We hope to do more of these
Tree ID walks as it adds another dimension to wood turning. It’s also
more interesting than just driving thru the countryside, when we know
what those trees are. Stay tuned for the next walk. I’m hoping to arrange one which will include a chainsaw. (Don’t worry, Chris, not at
MeadowLark).
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, JUNE 15, 2017
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA
Our June Demonstrator:
Charlie Wortman
3 Mini Demos

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Bob Parson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Charlie Wortman
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Doug Balzer
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Beverly Robillard
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Dave Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Mark Kaplan
Scott Synott
Bill Milbourn
Zeeshan Rasheed
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
IT Tech Support
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes
Schedule through August 2017
Jul 10
Jul 15
Aug 6
Aug 16
Aug 29

Sharpen Turning Tools
Bowl Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Turn a Lidded Box
Basic Pen Turning

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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