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July Demonstration

Yes, this was really done on a lathe.
Derek Weidman will demonstrate “Fantastic Faces” by
using his own (Very) offset turning techniques. This
demo will be different from anything you’ve ever
seen. Even those who don’t want to make the masks like
Derek demonstrates, are guaranteed to learn some new
techniques to incorporate into their work.
Derek will hold a one day workshop on August 18th …
see page 6 for details.
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The AAW Symposium in Kansas City
was a lot of fun. Several club
members were there; I saw Roy and
Wendy Aber, Jim Schubert, Denis
Delahanty, Harriett Maloney, Dennis
and Janet McCormick, Dave
Robinson, Juan Gil,and Dave Swiger. As usual, I had trouble deciding
on which rotations to choose to attend; many presentations were by
folks I have wanted to see for years, like Glenn Lucas. I attended all
three of his sessions. Continuing on the international theme I also sat in
on the last session that was presented by John Wessels from South
Africa. His session was titled “Silver Wire and Pewter”, something I
wasn’t originally interested in, but, as usual, I got some good information
that I will likely put to good use at some future date. The weather in
Kansas City was terrific to boot. Juan, who used to live there, said that
the weather was exceptional, unlike the usual hot and humid weather
this time of year. While there, Dave Robinson made some contacts with
folks who might be available for CAT demonstrations in the future. A
personal highlight for me was to see Tom and Judi Boley who were at
the “Toms Tools” booth in the vendor area. They both looked great!
Manhattan Kansas has been good to them. So I hated to see it all end,
as usual. Particularly since the “end” included a Super Shuttle van
pickup at 4:58 AM on Monday (Jim Schubert and I were on the same
van, and same plane back to Dulles). The AAW Symposium next year
will be in Portland, Oregon, for those who may be interested.
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The Editor’s
President’s
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By
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ByBob
Peter
Bills

On Saturday, July 1, we did our usual set up for the Hillsboro festival.
Jim Pahl and others loaded up the equipment Thursday evening and Bill
Milbourn coordinated the set up near the old stone schoolhouse. Bill,
Doug Allen and Richard Lowman did the primary set up. Jim Horner,
Bryan Boston and Dave Robinson showed up as well, and we had the
usual good time, despite the heat and humidity and the thunderstorm in
the early afternoon. Our tents held up fine, but a similar tent display
across from us didn’t fare so well. Just about the time the storm ended it
collapsed; the water load had bent and twisted the aluminum support
bars. Luckily, no one was hurt. Then the rain ended and the sun came
out; the humidity level went down and we resumed talking with folks and
doing demonstrations. I left the group on a high note. I made my usual
spinning top, and found a young boy to choose colors for it. After
finishing it, as usual, I tried it out on a table to see if it would spin (it did)
and then gave it to the boy. He seemed quite surprised; his mother said
“What do you say?” and he gave me a big “Thank you”. Then, to my
surprise, he and his mom came back to our tent a minute or so later, and
she asked if I would be willing to have her take a picture of me and her
son (holding up the top). Of course I said “yes”, and the whole thing
made me feel good. The psychic income we receive from these
ventures!

Thanks for listening!
“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

July is another busy month with the
Hillsboro Independence Day event, our
monthly meeting, Derek Weidman’s
workshop, and our annual picnic.
Something for everyone so make sure you
take advantage of all those you want to.
Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

********************************************************************
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June Demo
Many thanks to Charlie Wortman for an
excellent demonstration at our June
Meeting.
Charlie first discussed Fractal Burning,
what the dangers were, and what was
known about the incident that resulted in
another death leading to the AAW taking a stand on it.
Charlie next demonstrated the time saving methods he developed to
help in the production of numerous pepper mills. His “Wedge Mandrel”
is particularly interesting as it allows for rapid mounting and centering of
pre-drilled pepper mills.

Wedge Mandrel

Wedge Mandrel Mounted in
a Collette Chuck

Mounting in a collette chuck ensures the mandrel is centered.
Charlie also demonstrated making whistles and how they were used in a
class for youth.
His demonstration on hammered copper band embellishments was very
interesting.
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Future Demos
By Dave Robinson

JULY MEETING
Derek Weidman will demonstrate “Fantastic Faces” by using his own
(Very) offset turning techniques. This demo will be different from anything
you’ve ever seen. Even those who don’t want to make the masks like Derek
demonstrates, are guaranteed to learn some new techniques to incorporate
into their work.
The meeting demo will be followed up by a 1 day workshop the
following day. The cost is $100 and will be held at Blue Ridge Turnery, our
TNT location, (Dave’s Shop) Don’t miss this rare opportunity to move your
wood turning career forward. Sign up now on the CAT website to secure
your place in this one of a kind workshop.
AUGUST MEETING
Stuart Batty is a nationally known demonstrator, famous for his teaching
and his 40-40-40 grind. He will bring a great demonstration along with the
theory and mechanics of cutting the wood with a properly ground, and sharp
tool.
We’ll also have a two day workshop by Stuart on Wednesday and
Thursday, the day of the meeting. This workshop will be a great one to move
your woodturning forward with a real focus on tool technique. Cost will be
$250. The workshop will also be at Blue Ridge Turnery. Secure your spot
with a 50% deposit or pay the whole amount on the CAT website
SEPTEMBER MEETING
Mike Sorges famous for bringing “Something Different” and this meeting
is one you won’t want to miss.
CAT will offer our first ever 5 day class from Monday to Friday, the
week of the club meeting. Those who have seen Mike know that he is an
excellent teacher and demonstrator and always brings a new twist to our art of
turning. For those concerned that they may have “already seen it”, Mike has
9 new projects that we haven’t seen before! This workshop is intended for
intermediate turners who are comfortable with a bowl gouge. Beginners…
don’t let that deter you. Even if you’ve never turned, you can be ready by
September… especially if you start attending TNT. Whatever your level,
you’ll make quantum leaps forward with this Master Class. Cost will be
$650 You can secure your place with a 50% deposit or pay the whole
amount on the CAT website.
Dave Robinson, CAT Program Director.
6

Member Provided Article
By Tom Boley

Tom Boley, our first Club President, continues with his offer to provide
selected articles he has prepared for wood turners.

Sharpening
by Tom Boley
You need four things in order to be a woodturner – a lathe, tools, a way to
sharpen them, and wood. This month I want to address the issue of sharpening as it
is a basic necessity in our craft. Without a way to sharpen our tools well and
efficiently, we will gradually be more and more frustrated and likely drop out of the
craft altogether. So let’s nip that problem in the bud right now.
When I got my first lathe, it was a used Sears 4-speed from the classified ads
section of the paper. The seller even gave me three Craftsmen turning tools with it,
two of which I still use. But what I didn’t know about sharpening would fill a book. I
had always sharpened my tools with a sharpening stone. I watched my dad sharpen
the kitchen knives on his stone so I figured that was how to sharpen everything.
What I found was that trying to hand-sharpen a curved edge set at a 55 degree
angle on a sharpening stone was pretty darn tough. Oh, I managed a bit but one
day at a meeting of Capital Area Woodturners (CAW), the demonstrator turned to a
grinder he had set up, and in a few seconds was back at the lathe with a sharp tool.
WOW! What a revelation. So that was the second in a series of purchases I have
made in my woodturning life, getting a grinder with the jigs to properly position the
tools when sharpening.
It seems there are basically two kinds of grinders, high speed and low speed.
Even the low speed grinders are spinning pretty fast, about 1750 rpm. The high
speed grinders double that. Low speed is preferable to what we do. Grinders come
with two grinding wheels, coarse and not so coarse. The coarse wheel is usually
something like 60- or 80-grit, a good wheel for shaping tools as it cuts the steel away
pretty fast. The other wheel may be something like 120-grit, a much finer wheel
which will sharpen just fine but not wear the steel away so quickly. The details of
grinding wheel materials is beyond this article, but your fellow woodturners, the guys
at Woodcraft, or other source will be able to advise which ones may be preferable. I
find that the coarse wheel works well to properly shape a tool but for regular
sharpening, the finer wheel is preferable. There is also a product on the market
called cubic boron nitride, or CBN. It is an abrasive substance which is bonded to
steel wheels and is far superior to regular grinding wheels but is also far more
expensive. I definitely don’t recommend it for new turners. Once you are solidly into
the craft, then give CBN wheels some consideration. In the meantime, just use the
stone wheels which came with the grinder. They will work just fine. Another make of
grinder is Tormek and some woodturners use that equipment. It works well, is
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

water-cooled as it sharpens, and there are jigs with which you can hold woodturning
tools against the stone. I don’t have one but encourage you to ask around among
your fellow woodturners as some have them and can describe their use.
You also must have a way to hold the tool to the edge of the grinding wheel in
a way which will result in a nice sharp edge without grinding off too much metal.
There are several sharpening rigs available but the vast majority of turners use the
slow speed grinder with the Wolverine jig, which is what I recommend. That is what
you will most likely find when you use a grinder away from your own shop and you
will be familiar with it. The Wolverine system is made by Oneway, a maker of
outstanding lathes and other related equipment. Talk to someone about it if you
aren’t familiar with it for tips on how to set it up. Once set up, you will be able to
leave the lathe, sharpen the tool, and be back at the lathe in fifteen seconds.
Now, how about the tools themselves. The basic tools are the bowl gouge, spindle
gouge, parting tool, spindle roughing gouge, and scraper. An additional jig which
you will need with the Wolverine system is the Vari-Grind jig which you will use to
hold both the bowl gouge and spindle gouge. The Vari-Grind jig sits in the pocket
bar, part of the Wolverine system, and holds the tool against the wheel at whatever
angle you set. Generally, having the tool extend 2” beyond the face of the VariGrind holder is best. I have a little stop-block on my lathe which is 2” from the front
of the wood base so I can easily set the tool 2” through the Vari-Grind jig and tighten
it down. Set the Vari-Grind in the pocket bar and slide the bar in or out so the bevel
on the end of the tool rests flush against the wheel. Once set up, you can step to the
grinder to quickly sharpen the tool and return to the lathe.
I will give you the bevel angles which seem to work best for me. I recommend
them but will also tell you that a little more or less than noted here is just fine. But
what is a bevel? That is what we woodturners call the part of the tool which is held
against the grinding wheel to sharpen it. The angles which I use are these, all in
degrees from center line:
Parting tools
25
Spindle gouges
35
Spindle roughing gouges
45
Bowl gouges
55 - 60
Scrapers
80
To sharpen a parting tool, place the end of the handle in the pocket of the
pocket bar and slide the bar in or out to bring the bevel of the tool against the wheel.
This is most easily and accurately done with the grinder off and the wheel stopped.
As you sharpen the parting tool, be cautious that you are grinding it so the cutting tip
is 90 degrees to the shaft of the tool and the bevel on one side matches the length of
the bevel on the other side.
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Member Provided Article cont’d
By Tom Boley

To sharpen spindle and bowl gouges, extend the tool from the Vari-grind
holder 2” and then establish the proper angle to the wheel as noted above. Once
the tool is placed in the Vari-Grind jig, place the bottom end of the Vari-grind in the
pocket and adjust the pocket bar so the bevel matches the angle of the wheel. Grind
one side of the gouge, then the other side, then connect them across the point. You
are looking for a slightly convex curve across the top profile of the edge. If you try to
sharpen the tool by swinging the tool from one side to the other at a steady speed,
you will end up spending too much time on the point and not enough time on the
sides of the bevel and will grind too much off the tip.
For the spindle roughing gouge, place the end of the handle in the pocket
bar pocket and move the pocket bar so the bevel of the tool matches the curve of the
wheel. Be cautious with this one as it is easy to rotate the tool too far left and right
as you sharpen and end up grinding back the right and left corners of the gouge.
Note that the shape of this tool is not a half circle but a parabola. Don’t over rotate
the tool on the wheel as the end of the tool should be straight across from tip around
the curve to the other tip. You should be able to put the end of the tool against a flat
surface and have the entire cutting edge touch that surface.
The angle on a scraper is about 80 degrees and is most easily achieved by
using the platform rather than the pocket bar. Set the platform with the scraper flat
on the top so the bevel of the scraper is aligned with the grinding wheel. For a round
nose scraper, in one smooth motion, start at one side of the scraper and grind
around the end to the other side, moving the handle from one side to the other with
one hand and keeping the blade of the scraper flat down on the platform with the
other hand. Other scrapers will be sharpened pretty much the same, following the
shape of the tool.
Sharpening is critical to woodturning. We in woodturning seem to always be
willing to help our fellow turners with technique and sharpening is no different. Don’t
hesitate to ask around about sharpening, especially if you have a particular tool
which presents problems when you are sharpening it.
Finally, a question often asked is how you can tell when you need to sharpen.
My answer is this: If the question even crosses your mind, the answer is to go
sharpen right then. As you do that over and over, you will learn the sound and feel
of a dulling tool and will better be able to recognize when it needs to be sharpened.
Sharpening and then returning to the lathe will give you instant feedback on how the
freshly sharpened tool feels and sounds. If it cuts much better, than perhaps you
should have sharpened a few minutes earlier but if it doesn’t seem to make much
difference, then perhaps you could have waited a little longer. It is only by this
method of sharpening and then evaluating that you can learn when it needs to be
done.
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Member
Provided Article cont’d
Group Buy Report
By Tom Boley

The usual items will be for sale at the July meeting.
CA glue: thin, medium and thick
CA accelerator and dispensing tips
Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle stopper
starter kits that include the mandrel. I will also have a few of the
newly designed stoppers for purchase.
Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood
Anchorseal – we are currently out of stock.
New item: I will have a stock of heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and
gun metal for sale.
Thank you to all those who are participating in the Robust group buy. I will
have the rests for pickup at the July meeting. Still working on a group buy
with Woodcraft and will contact members via email with the details.
Thanks,
Scott Synnott

***************************************************************

CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE—
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!!
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools
Sharp !!!
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net
703-765-7268
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Show
and Tell - June
Meeting
ANNIVERSARY
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Long handled Ice Cream Scoop-Cherry
Bottle Opener-Maple
Bottle Stopper-Paduk
Dennis McCormick

Bowls
Ambrosia Maple
Juan Gil

Natural Edge Bowl
Cherry
Jim Horner
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MoreANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - June
Meeting
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Basket Illusion-2
Poplar
Richard Lowman
Vase
Cherry
Jim Horner

Hobo in Round
Carving
Basswood
Woody Johnson

Walking Stick
Dunnage from Paraguay
Woody Johnson, Don Maloney

Bird House
Spalted Maple, Cedar,
Purple Heart
Woody Johnson
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MoreANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - June
Meeting
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Platter
Ambrosia Maple
Roy Aber

Bowl
Cherry
Scott Synonott

Bowl—Ash
Box—Ambrosia Maple
Hollow Form—Spalted Maple,
Boodwood, Blackwood
Beverly Robillard
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MoreANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - June
Meeting
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Salad Bowl
Cherry
Dave Swiger

Swagger Stick
Brazilian Ebony
Dave Swiger

Basket Illusion
Maple
Bryon Boston

Pepper Mills
Walnut, Curly Maple
Charlie Wortman

Bowl
Cherry
Douglas Balzer
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MoreANNIVERSARY
Show and Tell - June
Meeting
PARTY

Photos by Mark Kaplan

Bowl—Sycamore
End Grain Box—Balckwood
Platter—Ambrosia Maple
Platters—Poplar with Color Ply Inlay
Ken Poirier
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events 2017
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

July 13—CAT Meeting—Derek Weidman: Offset turning.
July 14—Derek Weidman Workshop
July 22—CAT Picnic at Edwards Landing Pavilion, Leesburg
August 17—CAT Meeting—Stuart Batty
August 16-17—Stuart Batty Workshop
September 11-15—Mike Sorge 5 day workshop
September 14—CAT Meeting—Mike Sorge
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair
October 19—CAT Meeting—Jacques Vesery (Tentative)
October 28-29—Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium
November 3-5—North Carolina Woodturning Symposium
November 16—CAT Meeting—TBD
December 14—CAT Meeting TBD
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Odds and Ends
Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
TNT has resumed. Watch your email for announcements.
Hillsboro Independence Day Event
CAT once again set up at a Hillsboro event to advertise our art and craft
skills and interest/recruit new members. We survived the heat, humidity,
and a monsoon rain that destroyed a tent across from us.
Plenty of interest in turning, especially from the children and we expect to see at least one at the next
TNT. The kids had some great
questions and really were keen on
understanding what was happening
with each aspect of going from
wood blank to finished creation.

Spinning tops were a hit with
the kids and CAT members
made everything from bowls to
lidded boxes
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, July 13, 2017
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA
Our July Demonstrator:
Derek Weidman
Offset Turning

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Bob Parson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Charlie Wortman
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Doug Balzer
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
Beverly Robillard
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Dave Robinson
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers
Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil
Mark Kaplan
Scott Synott
Bill Milbourn
Zeeshan Rasheed
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin/Equipment Listing
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
IT Tech Support
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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Lathe & Equipment Listings

J

uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for
those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe. Juan
has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other
items of interest:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Hollowing systems
Coring systems
Favorite turning tool
Favorite homemade tool
What model band saw
What models of chainsaws
Favorite website related to woodturning

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish
to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in
touch with someone who can help.

Equipment Manager
Juan Gil

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org
using the “contact us” tab.
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 www.exoticlumberinc.com
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes
Schedule through September 2017
Jul 10
Jul 15
Jul 24
Aug 6
Aug 16
Aug 28
Aug 29
Sep 2
Sep 3
Sep 18
Sep 20
Sep 22
Sep 27

Sharpen Turning Tools
Bowl Turning
Wood Finishing Level 1
Introduction to the Lathe
Turn a Lidded Box
Wood Finishing Level 1
Basic Pen Turning
Bowl Turning
Introduction to the Lathe
Sharpen Turning Tools
Turn a Pepper Mill part 1
Turn an Octopod Bowl
Turn a Pepper Mill part 2

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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