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April Demonstrator 
Janice Levi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Janice Levi will be our demonstrator at 
our meeting on April 19

th
.  This is a unique 

opportunity to learn from one of the 
foremost women in woodturning.  Janice 
is an outstanding author, instructor, 
demonstrator and a strong supporter of 
Women In Turning (WIT).  Janice will 
demonstrate how to turn one of her 
beautiful finial boxes. 

 
 
 

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 28 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Annual  
Anniversary Party  

Saturday  
January 20, 2018  

5-8:30 pm  
Whitestone Farm,  

Aldie, VA  

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 20 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Next  CAT Meeting: 

Thurs April 19 
6:30 pm 

Leesburg Volunteer 
Fire Company  

215 Loudoun St SW 
Leesburg, VA 

Meeting  
Presenters: 

 
April 19 

Janice Levi 
 

May 17 
Jimmy Clewes 

 

By Denis Delehanty 
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Hello CATs 
 

 Well, that last (and really first) 
winter March snowstorm was 
something.  Yet, I think I can finally 
put my snow thrower away for the 
season.  Looking ahead to good 
turning weather and upcoming 
CAT events.  We will have Janice 
Levi as our demonstrator for our April meeting, and for a full day 
workshop on Saturday, April 21.  I have signed up for the workshop 
and am really looking forward to improving my ornament and finial 
turning, and seeing her unique jewelry turning.  She is a great 
instructor, and I have not taken anything from her yet, so this will 
be a treat for me.  There is still space available, last time I looked, 
so go to catoctinareaturners.org and sign up if you are interested.  
There you can see some of the things she will be teaching in the 
workshop; all different from the Club demo on Thursday evening!.  
We also have the Reston Spring Festival coming up on May 5 in 
Reston.  That will be fun too! 
 We are continuing to do planning for the Virginia Woodturning 
Symposium on November 3 and 4, 2018.  The Board is looking at 
several graphics for the cover for our symposium book this year, 
so when we get to this point I start to get really excited about the 
symposium.  And this year I am just amazed at the professional 
turners we have lined up.  I remember the first Virginia Symposium 
I attended at Expoland in Fishersville.  It was held in the small 
outbuilding and Alan Lacer was the featured demonstrator.  He was 
great, and the symposium was terrific, but boy have things 
changed.  For this year we have the Main Building, including the 
Annex, and our vendor spaces are filling fast. 

  

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page 
By Bob Parson 
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Talking about featured demonstrators, however, and we have come 
a long way!  Just look at this list of demonstrators we have lined up 
for this year: 
 

Nick Cook   Cindy Drozda 
Graeme Priddle  Frank Penta 
Donna Banfield  Joe Fleming 
Barry Gross  Mark St. Leger 
Rudy Lopez  Mike Sorge 
Fred Williamson Dick Hines 
Lyle Jamiesen   
 

 And all of that for what has got to be the best bargain you are 
likely to find.  The cost of two-day registration is $80 (advance 
registration) and $55 for one day.  Family discounts too!  The 
website is ready for you to register, and lodging information for 
Best Western and Sleep Inn is available on the website.  We are 
also trying to line up other hotels to provide discounted rates, but I 
encourage you to sign up and reserve a room if you will be staying 
overnight.  I will brag a little bit here, but I think that the lineup of 
demonstrators we have for this price is, frankly amazing.  New on 
the scene to seasoned turners, and almost all of them have been 
demonstrators at prior National Symposia.   From that first 
symposium that I attended to today, we have come a long way, 
baby! 
  
So fire up your lathes, and sign up for the Virginia Woodturning 
Symposium!! 
 
Thanks for listening! 
 

“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural 
 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-cont’d 
By Bob Parson 
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 Denis Delehany has a great lineup 
planned for us in 2018.  Be sure to see the 
calendar on page 16.  This month’s 
demonstration by Janice Levi will be of 
interest to non-turning spouses and 
friends, so encourage them to come to this 
meeting. 
 
 Note that Janice’s workshop is now 
on Saturday, April 21st. 
 

Be sure to check out the article on 
Wedge Mandrels by our own Charlie Wortman in the current 
issue of American Woodturner. 
 

    Peter Bills 

   CAT Newsletter Editor  
 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 
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Sally Ault’s Sea Urchin Box Demonstration and Workshop 
 

Sally Ault introduced us to the 
opportunities, rewards and 
challenges of turning small.  She 
turned everything she needed from a 
3”dia x 7” L piece of straight-grain 
hardwood.  Each cut was completed 
in a tenth of the space we might 
typically turn.  The 2” finial for my 
box had nine separate details. These 
are a few of Sally’s techniques that I 
will remember:  1) always put an 
intentional cut on every visible 
surface of a piece, 2) always put a 
taper on a tenon to be chucked, even if 
you are using straight jaws, turn a 
slight taper to make the holding force 
greater and stronger, 3) put 
embellishments in unexpected places, such as under a box lid and 
4) always give yourself an “out” to re-turn a piece.  For example, 
turning a mortise that looks like a design detail under a lid that may 

also be used for a chuck in the 
expansion mode.  Many of us 
will purchase some of her 
microsized tools that will be 
useful in our large and small 
projects alike.   

March Demonstration 
By Denis Delehanty 
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Sally’s boxes make beautiful gifts and 
she earns the same amount as other 
professionals receive for much larger 
pieces.  Her demonstrations and 
workshops were a great way to kick off 
our professional woodturning series 
this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See two of Sally’s Sea Urchin Boxes in Show and Tell on page 9. 

Sally Ault Workshop 
By Denis Delehanty 
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Sea Urchin Box. Step by Step by Sally Ault 
 

1. Put blank between centers. Round cylinder. 
2. Cut tenons on both ends. 
3. Put piece in chuck, tail stock engaged. 
4. Measure sea urchin and mark out blank. 
5. Part off between foot & finial sections.  
6. Re-engage tail stock to mark center. 
7. Part between foot and lid. 
8. Re-engage tail stock. 
9. Part between box and lid, true up box face. 
10. Measure urchin to establish width of box lip.  Transfer measurement to box 
blank.  
11. Shape lip and undercut rim, reduce side diameter of box.  
12. Establish cut for mortise about 1/4” deep and rough hollow box  
13. Mark chuck jaws and remove from chuck. 
14. Put lid blank in chuck and true face. 
15. Measure box mortise and transfer measurement to lid blank. 
16. Create lid tenon; fit to box mortise...well fitting but not tight. 
17. Cut a shallow scoop in lid. 
18. Create dovetail recess in lid making sure it is deeper than the tenon. 
19. Sand and finish interior of lid. 
20. Remove lid from chuck. 
21. Put box blank back in chuck being very careful to get it running true. Use 
marks from #13 
22. True rim surface. 
23. Check lid fit. 
24. Refine inside of box. 
25. Sand and finish box interior. 
26. Reduce outside below rim and cut small tenon. 
27. Part off. 
28. Put lid in chuck using expansion mode in dovetail.  Be careful with the 
pressure. 
29. Shape top of lid using gentle cuts toward headstock.  You can remove lid 
from expansion hold to check how the lid shape works with the box. 
30. Shape area for finial or knob.   
31. Drill hole for finial. 
33. Remove lid from chuck. 
34. Put foot blank in chuck with its end in chuck (not critical). 
 

March Demonstration 
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35. True face of blank. Determine foot diameter and transfer measurement to 
blank. 
36. Round blank to desired diameter of foot. 
37. Shape foot leaving most of pedestal area (if making a pedestal) thick for 
support. 
38. Slightly dish foot and create dovetail for expansion hold. 
39. Sand and finish bottom or foot. 
40. Measure urchin for foot flange diameter. 
41. Cut flange diameter leaving enough room at tenon for undercut later 
42. Shape pedestal. 
43. Turn foot around in chuck using expansion mode into dovetail in foot. 
Engage tail stock. 
44. Refine flange creating an undercut, sand and finish pedestal. 
45. Reduce tenon diameter and part off. 
46. Finial blank in chuck with tail stock engaged. 
47. Round blank and layout design.  
48. Take tail stock away. 
49. Shape finial with flange or bead where tenon fits into lid. Leave 1/2” tenon.  
50. Sand and finish finial. 
51. Cut tenon to size of hole in lid using wrench sizer.  
52. Part off after measuring depth of hole. 
53. Glue finial into lid masking sure it is straight. 
54. Carve out shell to accept box, being careful with diameter and centering of 
hole. 
55. Carve out shell to accept foot tenon test fit to check for level.  
56. Glue box into shell using 5 minute epoxy. 
57. Check foot fit using level and/or profile gauge. 
58. Glue in foot making sure it lines up with finial in all directions  
59. Accept compliment!!! 
 
 My shell local source is Ocean Gifts and Shells. They have an Etsy store 
but it is limited. If you are desperate, contact me and I will get some shells for 
you.  
 I get sputniks from cindydrozda.com or Craft Supplies as well.  
Questions! Sallyault@cox.net or 619-415-5308 

March Demonstration 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Two display Pieces by  Sally Ault, 
our March Demonstrator 

Bird House  -  Ambrosia Maple,Zebrawood 
 

Birdhouse  -  Zebrawood,Cherry, Gabon Ebony 
 

Bowl  -  Elm 
 

Heart Bowl  -  Mahogany 
 

Jim Schubert 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  con’t  March Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Heart Platter 
Ambrosia Maple 
Scott Schelling 

Segmented Vessel 
Bubinga, Maple,  

Bloodwood, Veneers 
Richard Lowman 

Bowl 
Pecan or Bradford Pear 

Richard Lowman 

Bowl 
Cherry 

Doug Balzer 

Bowl 
Plum 

Doug Balzer 

Bowl 
Ambrosia Maple 
Scott Schelling 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  con’t  March Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Tool Handles 
Color Ply, Osage Orange, 

Black Palm, Soft Curly Maple 
Ken Poirier 

Bowl  -  Walnut 
 

Bowl  -   Maple 
 

Bowl  -  Poplar 
 

Herb Witenstein 

 

Bowl 
Osage Orange 
Scott Synnott 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  con’t  March Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Turned Gear Art 
Maple, Hardware 
Charlie Wortman 

Potato Mashers 
Cherry 

Charlie Wortman 

Hanging, Inverted Sea Urchin 
Shell 

Cherry Root, Sea Urchin Shell 
 

Robin & Charlie Wortman 

Pen Holder 
Sycamore 

Dave Robinson 

Natural Edge Bowl 
Cherry 

Buddy Brewer 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  con’t  March Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Bowl 
Ambrosia Maple 
Harriet Maloney 

Bowl 
Box Elder 

Harriet Maloney 

Vase 
Red Box Elder 
Don Maloney 

Heart Bowl 
Unknown Wood 

Zeeshan Rasheed 

Hand Carved Spoon 
by Frank Jessup 

 
Pyrography  

by Robin Wortman 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  con’t  March Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Seam Ripper  -  Cherry 
 

Bowl  -  Maple Burl 
 

Door Stopper  -  Unknown Wood 
 

Diane Rodgers 
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The usual items will be for sale at the April meeting.   
CA glue: thin, medium and thick 
CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill 
Dispensing tips 
Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with 

Bottle stopper starter kits that include the mandrel.  
Ruth Niles barrel shaped bottle stoppers  
Ruth Niles, heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and gun 

metal as well as her new style stainless steel bottle 
opener  

Anchorseal – I will have a few gallons available at the 
meeting:  $15/ea.   

 
  The Simon Hope group buy has closed out. 
  The Hartville Tool application has been completed and I am 
awaiting notification of when the discount program will be 
confirmed.  I will email all the participants when I am notified.   
  Craft Supplies has a similar discount program as Hartville but 
with other advantages such as earning gift certificates for the Club.  
I will send out the particulars on this and again ask for those 
interested to enroll.  On this occasion, I will ask for “general 
enrollment” so that I can use your contact information with other 
companies with similar programs. 
  I will have more donated dental instruments available at the 
April meeting.   Pick out what you want and leave a donation to the 
Club. 
  At the April meeting I will be gauging interest in another 
Woodcraft group buy.  The tepid response on the last one was a 
reflection of the low discount.  I will arrange another if there is 
enough interest. 
 
Scott Synnott 
703-869-2031 
woodshopdoc@gmail.com 
 
 

Member Provided Article cont’d 
By Tom Boley 

 

Group Buy Report 
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos, 
and Miscellaneous Events 

Editorôs Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 
 

 
April 19—CAT Meeting Janice Levi  
 April 21    One Day Workshop 
 
April 28—CAT Board Meeting, Leesburg Wegman’s, Noon 
 
MAY 5—Reston Spring Festival 
 
May 17—CAT Meeting—Jimmy Clewes 
  Three Day Workshop  
 
June 14-17—AAW Symposium, Portland, OR 
 
June 14—CAT Meeting—Joe Kramer: Boards to Bowls 
 
July 19—CAT Meeting—Tom Boley 
  One Day Workshop 
 
August 16—CAT Meeting—Jay St Michael 
 
September 15-16—Bluemont Fair 
 
September 13—CAT Meeting—Jason Breach 
 
September 28-30—Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium, Lancaster, PA 
 
October 18—CAT Meeting—Mark Sfirri 
  One Day Workshop 
 
November 3-4—VA Symposium, Fishersville, VA 

 
November 15—CAT Meeting—Sorby Tools 
 
December 13—CAT Meeting—Tips and Techniques 

http://www.woodturner.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=815608&group=
http://www.mawts.com/
http://www.virginiawoodturners.com/
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Odds and Ends 
 

 
Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Watch your email for announcements. 
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Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting: Thursday, April 19, 2018  

 
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  

215 W. Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 
 

Our April Demonstrator: 
 

Janice Levi 

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 Loudoun Street SW,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors 

President     Vice President 
Bob Parson     Charlie Wortman 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Secretary     Operations Director 
Tom Smart     Jim Pahl 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer     Program Director 
John Grant     Denis Delehanty 

 Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org    programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Peter Bills 

    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

Additional Volunteers 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin 
  Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Mark Kaplan Gallery Photos 
 Scott Synnott Group Buys 
 Vacant Event Coordinator 
 Zeeshan Rasheed IT Tech Support 
  support@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
  mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Dave Robinson TNT Coordinator 
 Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 
 

 

 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

 

mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:support@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

 

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Thread Chasing  

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Battlefield Shopping Center 
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE 

Leesburg, VA 20176  
Call Us: 703-737-7880 
Fax Us: 703-737-6166 

 Leesburg@woodcraft.com 
Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

mailto:Leesburg@woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
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CAT Member Discounts 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  
Tel (301) 695-1271   http://www.exoticlumber.com/ 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

 

587 Round Hill Road Winchester, VA  
tel: 540 667-2272  

10% discount on Rockler branded items  
10% discount on lumber  

Discounts from between $50.00 and $200.00  
on certain machinery  

 

http://www.exoticlumber.com/
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes 
  

Schedule through May 2018 
 
 
   Apr 19  Shop design, Layout and Dust Collection 
   Apr 30  Wood Finishing Level 1 
   May 5  Turn a Platter 
   May 6  Introduction to the Lathe 
   May 9  Turn a Lidded Box 
   May 11 Beginning Pen Turning 
   May 12 Bowl Turning 
   May 31 Basic Segmented Turning 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website 
 

www.woodcraft.com 

file:///C:/Users/DCR/Documents/Agent

