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PS.  Please bring lots of money and credit cards, we have a fantastic after dinner 

program planned   

Volume 11 Issue 1 – January 2019 Annual  
Anniversary Party  

Saturday  
January 28, 2017  

5-8:30 pm  
Whitestone Farm,  

Aldie, VA  

CAT PICNIC 

SUN, July 24 
9 AM - 8 PM 
Lunch 11-2 

 
Edwards Landing 
Pavilion, Leesburg 
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Annual CAT Anniversary Party 
 

Saturday, January 12th 
Whitestone Farm 

22699 Whitestone Lane, Aldie, VA 20105 
Show and Tell 5:00 PM 

Pot Luck Dinner 5:30-8:30 
 

[Bring a Dish to Share, see below] 
 

Show and Tell Including Other Things We and Our Family 
Members Make  

 

After having turkey or ham twice recently, we thought it 
might be nice to change the main dish to Lasagna, both 

meat and vegetarian.  So please try to work your side 
dishes around these main dishes.  

 

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 28 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Annual  
Anniversary Party  

Saturday  
January 20, 2018  

5-8:30 pm  
Whitestone Farm,  

Aldie, VA  

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 20 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Next CAT Meeting: 

Thurs FEB 14, 
6:30 pm 

Leesburg Volunteer 
Fire Company  

215 Loudoun St SW 
Leesburg, VA 

Meeting  
Presenters: 

 
January 12 

Anniversary Party 
 

February 14 
Tips and Tricks 

 

By Jim Pahl 

Bring a Dish 
A – B   Salad 
 

C – L   Vegetable/Side Dish 
 

M – R   Desserts 
 

S – Z   Appetizer/Hors D’oeuvres  

January 
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From the treasurer:  
 
 
 It is the time of year to renew your dues, actually we are past 
that point.   
 
 To date we have had 87 members renew their dues and 
several who have tried and been unsuccessful for several reasons. 
When paying through the website you will be given a choice to 
either pay with your PayPal account or a credit card. One note, if 
you choose to use your PayPal account, could you please check 
the email address or phone number attached to your PayPal 
account.  You know which email address you receive Club news 
through. If that address doesn't match your PayPal account email 
address, and your name doesn't come through on your payment or 
we have several members with the same last name as you, then it 
becomes difficult and sometimes impossible to assign the dues 
paid to the correct member's account. So if you have two email 
accounts please attach a note to the payment with your name.  
 
 Dues are due by December 31. Of course for a variety of 
reasons some members haven’t gotten their dues in to me by then. 
My snail mail address is:  John Grant, 37999 Kite Lane, Lovettsville, 
VA 20180. I will also be at the January 12th annual party and you 
can give me a check then. I will not be accepting credit card 
payments at the party.  
 
 Note that, until it gets changed, the Website may say dues for 
2018 but we all know its for 2019. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

Renew Your Membership ...NOW! 
By John Grant 
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The Accidental Production Turner 
 
What do peppers and Christmas tree ornaments 
have in common? More than you think. It was 48 
hours to departure for a sojourn to visit family and I 
still had 24 ornaments that needed to be turned and 
embellished. What to do? Well 24 hours prior to this 
stressful time constraint, I was at my usual 
volunteer station at Miriam’s Kitchen also facing a 
time constraint to get several milk crates full of 
mixed peppers prepped to a small dice. How to do this? 
 

1. Save time by using a single tool (an 8” or 10” chef’s knife will do 
quite nicely) and breaking down the steps into an assembly or 
production mode. Pick up pepper, peel off the code sticker and cut 
off the top and bottom of the pepper. Set aside. Using the toe of 
the knife remove the seed pod and white septum, discarding the 
waste and shaking any loose seeds out of the pepper. Set aside 
separate from the tops and bottoms. Continue until all the peppers 
are completed 

2. Remove any stems from the tops and commence cutting the tops 
and bottoms into thin strips (julienne) and cross cutting into an 
even, small dice. As the dice accumulates, stop periodically to 
collect into container. Cut the pepper body in half and slice and 
dice as above. 

3. Yield: Approximately 12 quarts of diced peppers. Granted that a 
practiced hand and good knife skills are required to get this task 
completed, nonetheless breaking the task down to a few essential 
steps and repeating the same step to completion results in an 
economy of time and process. 

 
On the following day (48 hours remaining) as I approached my long put 
off task of turning the tree ornaments I thought of my kitchen duties and 
applied the production cutting steps to a production turning. First, 
consider an economy of movement and tools. For the ornaments I was 
turning (a basic tree shape) I chose one tool to use from start to finish. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page 
By Ken Poirier 
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As you might have guessed it was a skew (1 3/8” wide) with an Alan 
Lacer grind. I never left the lathe to sharpen, but used a 600 grit honing 
card to keep a keen edge on the tool. The stock was cut from discarded 
construction grade lumber (1 ¾” x 1 ¾” x 8”). Keeping the length 
constant was helpful in avoiding having to move the tail stock. I used 
both a One-way safety drive and live center to facilitate removing and 
loading stock without having to turn the lathe on and off. The production 
process: 
 

1. Mark the center of both ends of each piece. I used a Lee Valley 
center marker to score each diagonal on all the pieces followed by 
a center hole made by a spring-loaded punch. 

2. Place a piece between centers and place the tool rest such that it 
will not have to be moved through the process. Check for 
clearance and set the speed to which you are comfortable turning 
at – for this process the speed was set at maximum (3,000 rpm) 
for the fastest removal of stock and for the best possible finish. No 
sandpaper was used in this process. 

3. Take to rough round and turn a tenon at one end (in this case a 1” 
long tenon about the diameter of the drive or center) for placement 
in pin jaws. Back off the tail stock spindle several turns and grab 
the stock and push it against the spring loaded drive center. 
Remove the rough-tuned piece and place a new piece against the 
drive center, pressing against the spring and once in place load 
onto the point of the live center. Tighten the spindle and repeat 
until all 24 pieces are roughed. The lathe was never turned off 
during this step. 

 
Tree 1: Select eight blanks and place into chuck individually with live 

center in place. Unfortunately I had to turn off the lathe for each 
piece. Turn the tree shape with a final planning cut for a smooth 
finish. Cut a series of narrow vees along the length. Remove live 
center and turn ball on top of tree. Finish turning the trunk and 
stand. Part off. Repeat. 

Tree 2: As above but after tree is shaped use the long point of the 
skew to lift fibers to emulate the boughs of a tree. Finish as above. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-- cont’d 
By Ken Poirier 
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Tree 3: Divide the cup impression 
circle into thirds. Shape as above 
on the center mark. Mark the tree 
shape into 12 sections about ¼” 
apart. Mount off center axis on the 
first mark and cut deep vees every 
fourth mark. Mount off axis on the 
second mark and cut vees on 
each mark following the first cuts. 
Repeat for the final off axis mark 
and finish vee cuts. Finish as in 
Tree 1. 

 
There you have the turnings finished in 
quick time. Now there is just the 
embellishment left. Again use assembly 
line single steps to completion. Put on a 
football or hockey game and finish all three tree styles with time to spare 
in the 48 hour window. Trees were dry and ready for packing with time 
remaining. The production style turning and finishing resulted in a lot of 
turning and embellishment to be completed in short period of time. The 
next time you face a daunting task of completing a large number of 
similarly shaped items try breaking the turning down to a series of simply 
repeatable steps. Take advantage of your tools and lathe accessories to 
help you accomplish your turning. Your time per piece will be greatly 
shortened if you proceed as in the above two examples. Become the 
accidental production turner. 
 
Ken Poirier 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-- cont’d 
By Ken Poirier 
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Don’t miss out on the CAT Special Bandsaw Raffle, 
see next page. 

 
There are a few chances left. 

 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 
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CAT SPECIAL BANDSAW RAFFLE 

BANDSAW SIZE/WHEEL DI-
AMETER (IN.)  

14 

CUTTING CAPACITY WIDTH  
CUTTING HEIGHT (IN) 

13 1/2 
13+ 

BLADE LENGTH (IN.)  116  
1/16 

TABLE SIZE (L X W) (IN.)  21x17 

MAXIMUM SAW BLADE 
WIDTH (IN.)  

1 

MINIMUM SAW BLADE 
WIDTH (IN.)  

1/8 

TABLE TILT (DEG.)  45 Right 

MOTOR POWER (HP)  1 3/4 

MOTOR PHASE (PH)  1 

MOTOR VOLTAGE (V) 115/230 

PREWIRED VOLTAGE (V)  115 

MOTOR AMPS  15/7.5 

RECOMMENDED CIRCUIT 
SIZE (AMPS.)  

20 

DUST PORT OUTSIDE DI-
AMETER (IN.)  

2x4 

JET 14” STEEL FRAME BANDSAW 
MODEL JWBS14-SFX 

 
•Raffle Tickets $20 each 
•Only 100 chances to be sold 
•Drawing at the February 

Monthly Meeting or when 
all 100 tickets sold, which-
ever comes last 

•Tickets available at Monthly 
Meetings and on the Web-
site.   Link.   

•On the website use the Do-
nate button on home page, 
enter $20, include a note 
to the treasurer saying the 
donation is for the raffle. 

https://catoctinareaturners.org/v5/


 8  

 

  
 
 
 
Dear CAT Members: 
 
 
 
 The Mid-Maryland Woodturners and the Apple Valley 
Woodturners have successfully held club auctions for a number of 
years.  The auction is fairly easy to organize, plus it provides both 
the buyers and sellers an opportunity to support our Club.  The 
success of our first auction exceeded my wildest expectations.  I 
cannot thank you enough for your generous donations, purchases 
and for overlooking our growing pains.  Special thanks to Janet 
and Dennis McCormick, John Grant and Chris Kunzle for all of their 
time and effort. We have a few ideas concerning how we might 
improve future auctions; however we would like your input as 
well.  Please send your ideas to any Club officer or write to me 
at denisdelehanty@gmail.com.  We will review your suggestions at 
our next Board Meeting in late January.   
 
 
Cheers, Denis  
 
The bottom line is the club made $1,059.30 from the auction. 

December Club Auction 
By Denis Delehanty 

mailto:denisdelehanty@gmail.com
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  December Meeting 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Bowl—Pear 
 

Bowl—Cherry 
 

Small Bowl—Black Walnut 
 

Large Bowl—Ambrosia Maple 
 

Large Platter—Elm 
 

Doug Balzer 

 

Natural Edge Vase 
Walnut 

Bob Kellstrand 

Pens and Pipe Tampers 
Bone, Antler, Acrylic, Wood 

Dave Grant 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  December Meeting-- cont’d 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Bowl, Win one, Bring one 
Ash 

Darren Embree 

Wing Bowl—Walnut 
 

Natural Edge Bowl—Spalted Maple 
 

Lidded Pot—Ambrosia Maple 
 

Bowl—Walnut 
 

Cloud Bowl—Ash 
 

Buddy Brewer 

 

Aluminate Castings 
Roy Aber 



 11  

 

ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  December Meeting-- cont’d 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Urn 
Ash, Maple, Corian 

Bill Devlin 

Ornament, Wand 
Cherry 

Bill Devlin 

Finial 
Cherry 

Charlie Wortman 

Natural Edge Turning 
Box Elder Burl 

Cindy Drozda demo 
from VA Symposium 

Raffle Won by Charlie 
Wortman 

Globe Ornament 
Apple, African 
Black Wood 
Ken Poirier 

Tool Handles 
Pau Rosa, Spalted Maple  

Ken Poirier 

Seed Pods 
Banksia 

Bruce Vibbert 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  December Meeting-- cont’d 

 

Lidded Pot 
Amboyna Burl, 

African Black Wood 
Don Maloney 

Bird’s Nest 
Harriet Maloney 

Bowl  
w/Sliced Walnuts 

Walnut 
Harriet Maloney 

Bowl  
Rosewood 

Harriet Maloney 

Mushroom Birdhouse 
Walnut, Tree of 

Heaven 
Denny Boehler 

Tippe Tops 
Ash, Cherry, Walnut 

Denny Boehler 

Bowl 
Sweet Gum 
Jim Shubert 
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Odds and Ends 

  

Why this page?  Just because 
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Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 

 
 

Watch your emails for announcements 
 

Remember, TNT needs Monitor volunteers.   
Sign up at: 

 
 

Sign Up 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0449afa728a7fe3-tntmonitor
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We will NOT have a Group Buy set up at the January Anniversary 
Party. 
 
 
The usual items will be for sale at the February meeting.   
CA glue: thin, medium and thick 
CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill 
Dispensing tips 
Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle 

stopper starter kits that include the mandrel.  
Ruth Niles barrel shaped bottle stoppers  
Ruth Niles, heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and gun metal as 

well as her new style stainless steel bottle opener 
Ty oil - $16/bottle (limited to inventory)  
Anchorseal – I will have a few gallons available at the meeting:  

$15/ea.  Note that we are running low on Anchorseal 
inventory.   

 
I will be working on setting up a group buy in early 2019.  Let me 
know if you have any suggestions. 
 
 
 
Scott Synnott 
703-869-2031 
woodshopdoc@gmail.com 
 

Member Provided Article cont’d  

Group Buy Report 
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos, 
and Miscellaneous Events 

Editor’s Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 
 
 

  2019 
 
January 12—CAT Anniversary Party 
 
January 28—CAT Board Meeting, Rust Library, Leesburg, Meeting Room B1-5 PM 
 
February 14—CAT Meeting—Tips and Tricks 
 
March 14—CAT Meeting—Donna Zils Banfield 
 One Day Workshop 
 
April 18—CAT Meeting Sharpening (Tentative)  
 
May 16—CAT Meeting—Rudy Lopez 
 One Day Workshop 
 
June 13—CAT Meeting (TBD)  
 
July 11-14—AAW Symposium. Raleigh, NC 
 
July 18—CAT Meeting—Nick Cook 
 One Day Workshop 
 
Aug 15—CAT Meeting (TBD)  
 
September 19—CAT Meeting—Alan Stirt 
 One Day Workshop 
 
October 17—CAT Meeting (TBD)  
 
November 14—CAT Meeting (TBD)  
 
December 19—CAT Meeting (TBD)  
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Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting: Thursday, February 14, 20189 

 
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  

215 W. Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 
 

Our February Program: 
 

Tips and Tricks 

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 Loudoun Street SW,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2019 CAT Officers and Board of Directors 

Additional Volunteers 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin 
  Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Paul Muirhead Gallery Photos 
 Scott Synnott Group Buys 
 Vacant Event Coordinator 
 Zeeshan Rasheed IT Tech Support 
  support@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
  mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Dave Robinson TNT Coordinator 
 Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 
 
 

 

 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

 

President     Vice President 
Ken Poirier     Bruce Vibbert 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Secretary     Operations Director 
Tom Smart     Jim Pahl 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer     Program Director 
John Grant     Denis Delehanty 

 Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org    programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Peter Bills 

    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

 

mailto:Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:support@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

 

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Thread Chasing  

 

 

 

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Battlefield Shopping Center 
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE 

Leesburg, VA 20176  
Call Us: 703-737-7880 
Fax Us: 703-737-6166 

 Leesburg@woodcraft.com 
Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

 

 

 

mailto:Leesburg@woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
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CAT Member Discounts 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  
Tel (301) 695-1271   http://www.exoticlumber.com/ 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

 

587 Round Hill Road Winchester, VA  
tel: 540 667-2272  

10% discount on Rockler branded items  
10% discount on lumber  

Discounts from between $50.00 and $200.00  
on certain machinery  

 

http://www.exoticlumber.com/
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes 
  

Schedule through February 2019 
 
 
   Jan 6   Introduction to the Lathe 
   Jan 19  Bowl Turning 
   Jan 20  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Jan 26  Turn a Platter 
   Jan 28 ` Sharpen Turning Tools 
   Jan 29  Turn a Lidded Box 
   Feb 2   Turn a Heart Bowl 
   Feb 15  Beginning Pen Turning 
   Feb 17  Introduction to the Lathe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website 
 

www.woodcraft.com 

file:///C:/Users/DCR/Documents/Agent

