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Volume 11 Issue  8 – August 2019 Annual  
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5-8:30 pm  
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Aldie, VA  

CAT PICNIC 
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Edwards Landing 
Pavilion, Leesburg 

 
Contents 

Page 1 

July Demo 

Page 2-4 

President’s Page 

Page 5 

Editor’s Bench 

Page 6-7 

July Demo 

Page 8-9 

Nick Cook Workshop 

Page 10-13 

Show and Tell 

Page 14 

AAW Symposium 

Page 15 

Group Buy Report 

Page 16 

TNT 

Page 17 

Just 4 Fun 

Page 18 

Calendar 

Page 19 

Monthly Meeting 

Page 20 

Officers & Volunteers 

Page 21 

Mentoring Program 

Page 22-23 

Vendor Discounts 

Page 24 

Woodturning Classes 

 

 
 
 

Scott will be demonstrating things to turn from the 
scraps in your cut-off bin.  This should be a fun 
demonstration of turned items you can sell, use for 
gifts, or your own use.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wonder what can be made from here? 

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 28 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Annual  
Anniversary Party  

Saturday  
January 20, 2018  

5-8:30 pm  
Whitestone Farm,  

Aldie, VA  

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 20 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Next CAT Meeting: 

Thur, August 15 
6:30 pm 

Leesburg Volunteer 
Fire Company  

215 Loudoun St SW 
Leesburg, VA 

Meeting  
Presenter: 

 
August 15 

Scott Schlosser 
 

September 19 
Al Stirt 

 

By Denis Delehanty 

AUGUST 
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 Finally, the CAT contingent is back from an 
information packed 3-day weekend at the 
annual AAW symposium in Raleigh, NC. Funny 
how I kept running into fellow CAT people in the 
halls, demonstration rooms and the 
marketplace which by the way is the largest 
concentration of vendors for lathes, lathe 
accessories, wood, tools and everything else 
you can think of related to turning. Hopefully 
you will see some of the new tools, fixtures and 
exotic wood that were purchased by the CAT attendees at a future 
meeting, workshop or TNT session. That is for the future and for 
the present I have included some takeaway learnings and 
observations from our CAT attendees. 
 I’ll start off by writting about millifiori which means a 
thousand flowers in Italian. Toni Ransfield spoke on using polymer 
clay. Although I have experimented with this medium in the past I 
did pick up many useful tips on tools to use, conditioning and 
handling the clay, storing the clay and baking and curing the final 
product. More interestingly Toni makes pens blanks with 
overlaying floral petals (millifiori) of clay that are made in patterns 2
-3” wide and carefully manipulated into canes less than ½” in 
diameter. The next step is to slice ultrathin cross sections (about 
the thickness of a piece of paper) with a medical tissue slicing knife 
and lay them over the pen tube. A very labor intensive and delicate 
process. My take away from this demonstration is to leave this 
process to the professionals – I will buy the premade pen blanks in 
the future . 

 Paul Muirhead attended the AAW Board Meeting, and the 
Board made a specific point of stressing that AAW is strongly 
against the practice of fractal burning.  In fact they have gone to 
the pains of getting YouTube to remove any videos showing 
homemade how-to videos about the subject, citing that last year 
there were 14 deaths resulting from such practices. PRESIDENT 
INPUT: As an aside from the CAT Board we want to let you know 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page 
By Ken Poirier 
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demonstrating and otherwise encouraging the practice of fractal 
burning. We acknowledge that although some CAT members use 
this technique and do it safely, it is done outside the auspices of 
CAT and the AAW. 
 Jim Schubert attended many outstanding demonstrations and 
noted that, as many times as he sat watching the demonstrators 
produce items that appear to be very difficult in the 90 minutes or 
less of allotted time, he was reminded that when they started 
turning many were no better than any of us. The difference between 
us, besides good looks and money, is practice, practice, practice. 
So if you want to be good at turning you have to turn, turn, turn 
(forget the Byrds’ earworm that just popped into your head). 
 Dennis McCormick noted that Alan Miotke (Illinois) delivered 
an excellent "bowl from a board” discussion.  He had slides of 
amazing and complex work by leading turners and examples of his 
own work.  He showed a simple method of laying out bowls to 
achieve different profiles.  He illustrated a clever method of 
tapering the board and adding contrasting wood for a more 
interesting pattern. Examples of his work and an explanation of his 
cutting technique can be found in the 2019 Raleigh Handout Book 
(ask a CAT attendee to look at one if you are interested).  

 Janet McCormick wrote that one of her highlight demos was 
the milk paint demo by Kimberly Winkle.  Kimberly is an excellent 
demonstrator and while this demo wasn’t specifically about 
turning, she used one of her turnings—a stool—to demonstrate 
embellishing with milk paint.  Only having briefly worked with milk 
paint under Donna Bansfield who had us use already prepared milk 
paint, I learned a great deal about milk paint and how to prepare the 
paint (comes in powder form) as well as how to prepare the wood 
piece before applying the paint.  She did mount her piece on the 
lathe and turned at a speed of 200 to apply multiple coats rather 
than one heavy coat. Janet has suggested asking Kimberly Winkle 
to demonstrate both turning and embellishing as she had some 
interesting pieces.  Both Dennis and Janet enjoyed the symposium 
“a lot”. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page - cont’d 
By Ken Poirier 
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 Juan Gil added several tidbits to the observations: (1) many 
years ago, we sharpened our pencils by cutting the wood from high 
to low. This principle applies to turning and one should always cut 
from high to low; (2) in embellishing a turned piece, one must 
prepare the surface to accept the paint, mix the paint, and apply it. 
These 3 steps are key to successfully embellish a piece, and, (3) 
when sanding, place the lathe rotation in reverse which will place 
the wood dust away from you and hopefully into a dust collector. 
Use care to not unscrew the chuck or use a grub screw to fasten 
the chuck to the spindle. 
 Dave Robinson noted that the AAW Symposium was great (as 
they all are). He stated that he picked up something from every 
single session attended. One session and project that he really 
enjoyed was by Max Brossi who turned a piece inspired by a whale 
vertebrae that had washed up on the beach of his native Ireland. 
Brossi used a combination of offset turning, drilling, sphere 
making, burning, and coloring to make a piece that looked 
surprisingly like a washed ashore whale vertebrae. Dave came 
home and threw a piece on the lathe to duplicate this project and 
tried to do it from memory, along with his own “improvements”. It 
wasn’t as easy as Max made it look and the effort wound up as 
decorated firewood. Fortunately, with the photos taken at the demo 
and the step by step instructions from the Symposium Handbook 
and some more practice, you’ll see it happen at some future TNT 
demo.   
 Thanks to all who shared an experience with the Club. I hope 
that this inspires you to attend a future AAW Symposium … (2020 
Louisville, KY; 2021 Omaha, NE; and 2022 Chattanooga, TN). 

 

Ken Poirier 
CAT President 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page - cont’d 
By Ken Poirier 
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Notices 
 

1. Once again CAT will be putting out a 
Member to Member sales flyer.  Think 
about what you might want to advertise 
for sale.  Input will be due in soon.  
Watch for emails. 

 
2. Members are asked to consider making 

donations of any non longer needed 
DVDs, Books, or Special Interest items to the library.  Just bring 
it to a meeting and give it to Burgan or pass it along to any 
Board Member. 

 
3.  Bryan Boston is putting together a set of programs to teach 

wood turning at Makersmith in Purcellville and Leesburg.  He 
needs turning tools and other essential turning items.  If you 
have anything you could donate to this cause, please contact 
Bryan at bostonlives@yahoo.com  

 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

mailto:bostonlives@yahoo.com
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 I believe everyone will agree, Nick’s demonstration was one 
of the most interesting this year.  His ability to finish pieces quickly, 
with a near ready to finish surface was awe inspiring.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The main theme of his demonstration and workshop was 
repetition is key to becoming a better woodturner.  Although he did 
not dwell on it, turning multiples of an item will also allow you to 
turn faster and with more confidence.  Nick mentioned that he has 
turned more than a quarter million bottle stoppers and now 
completes them in less than seven minutes.  

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

July Demonstration 
 By Denis Delehanty 
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Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

July Demonstration - cont’d 
 By Denis Delehanty 



 8  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nick’s long and successful career is not based upon turning 

art pieces, but rather by turning anything that folks bring to his 

shop.  He does turn many repetitive items that he sells wholesale; 

however, the vast majority of his business is low volume custom 

work brought to him by customers that have learned of Nick’s 

services through word of mouth. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

Nick Cook Workshop - cont’d 
 By Denis Delehanty 
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Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

Nick Cook Workshop - cont’d 
 By Denis Delehanty 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  July Meeting 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

 
Scalloped Vessel 

Sycamore 
Rudy Lopez Demo Piece 

Platter 
Spalted Hackberry  

Ken Poirier 

Bottom-up Vase 
Ambrosia Maple 

Dennis Fuge  
AAW Silent Auction 

Bottom-up Vase 
Walnut 

Dennis Fuge  
AAW Silent Auction 

Gaggle of Bottle Stoppers 
Various Scraps 

Bill Milbourn 

Bowls 
Walnut 

Ken Poirier 

Segmented Hollow Form 
Maple, Walnut, Padauk, Veneers 

Richard Lowman 
Win One, Turn One 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  July Meeting - cont’d 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bowl 
Spalted Pin Oak 
Scott Synnott UFO 

Ambrosia Maple 
Alien DNA 

Scott Synnott 

 Bowl 
Ash 

Herb Witenstein 

 Bowl 
Ash 

Herb Witenstein 

 Bowl 
Ambrosia Maple 

Dale Bright 

 Bowl 
Cherry 

Dale Bright 

 Bowl 
Cherry 

Ralph Pugh 

 Salt & Pepper Shak-
ers 

Holly, Walnut 



 12  

 

ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  July Meeting - cont’d 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Bowl 
Ash 

Dave Tator Pens 
Various Materials 
Chris Liebermann 

Floral Egg 
Maple 

Turning-Charlie Wortman 
Painting-Maria Cato 

 Oil light Holders 
Mahogany 

Rose Marie Wortman 
Textured Platter 

Cherry 
Woody Johnson 

Burned Bowl 
Ash 

Woody Johnson 

Spurtle 
Mahogany 

Woody Johnson 

Rolling Pins 
Maple 

Juan Velasquez 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  June Meeting 
 

Photos by Paul Muirhead 

Show and Tell   -  July Meeting - cont’d 
 

Photos by  Dennis McCormick 
Show and Tell  -  July Meeting - cont’d 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Weed Pots 
Locust, Spalted Maple 

Buddy Brewer 

Bowl w/Sphericons 
Maple 

Tom Huber 

Baseball Stand 
Walnut 

Kenny Schnecken-

Pepper Grinders 
Walnut, Spalted Maple 

Buddy Brewer 

Bowl w/Egg 
Walnut, Holly 
Tom Huber 

Sharpening Jig 
Red Oak 

Nick Wolfgang 
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Member Provided Article cont’d  

AAW Symposium 
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The usual items will be for sale at the August meeting.   
• CA glue: thin, medium and thick 
• CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill 
• Dispensing tips 
• Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle 

stopper starter kits that include the mandrel.  
• Ruth Niles barrel shaped bottle stoppers  
• Ruth Niles, heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and gun metal 

Price reduced to $4/each as well as her new style stainless steel 
bottle opener 2 for $15.   

• Anchorseal – Those members who want to pick up Anchorseal 
at the August meeting should go to the CAT website and make 
payment for $15/gallon.  Be sure to put a note to the Treasurer 
indicating the purchase is for “Anchorseal”.  This will allow us to 
have an adequate number of gallons available for the August 
meeting.  I will have a few extras for sale as well. 

 
Watch your email for upcoming group buys from Woodcraft, Mike 
Sorge and Chef Specialties. 
 
For those members who opted in for the vendor discount program, 
Craft Supply and Hartsville Tools are operational, and you should 
have received an email with the specifics.  I am just about complete 
registering with Klingspor and will email the arrangements to those 
in the program very soon. 
 
 
Scott Synnott 
703-869-2031 
woodshopdoc@gmail.com 
 
 

Member Provided Article cont’d  

Group Buy Report 
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Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 

 
This summer many Thursdays are  impacted by 

summer travels, our monthly meetings, holidays, 
AAW Symposium, and more.  So some Thursdays 

there won’t be TNT.   
 

Emails from Dave Robinson and the Club requesting 
Monitors will be sent announcing when there is a 

TNT 
 

SOOO! 
Watch your emails for announcements 

 

 

Remember, TNT needs Monitor volunteers.   
 
 

 

Sign Up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a Cowgirl hat for an American Girl Doll 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0449afa728a7fe3-tntmonitor
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Member Provided Article cont’d Just 4 Fun 
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos, 
and Miscellaneous Events 

Editor’s Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 
 
 

 
 
 
August 15—CAT Meeting—Scott Schlosser 
 
September 19—CAT Meeting—Alan Stirt 
 September 20—One Day Workshop 
 
September 21-22—Bluemont Festival 
 
October 16—CAT Board Meeting 1 PM, Leesburg Library 
 
October 17—CAT Meeting—TBD 
 
November 14—CAT Meeting—Tips and Techniques  
 
December 19—CAT Meeting—Empty your garage Club Auction  



 19  

 

Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting: Thursday, August 15, 2019 

 
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  

215 W. Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 
 

Our August Program: 
 

Scott Schlosser 

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 Loudoun Street SW,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2019 CAT Officers and Board of Directors 

 
President             Vice President 
Ken Poirier     Tom Grillo 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 

 
Secretary             Operations Director 
Tom Smart     Jim Pahl 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer             Program Director 
John Grant     Denis Delehanty 

 Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org    programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Peter Bills 

    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

Additional Volunteers 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin 
  Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Vacant Gallery Photos 
 Scott Synnott Group Buys 
 Kurt Cozens Event Coordinator 
 Zeeshan Rasheed IT Tech Support 
  support@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
  mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Dave Robinson TNT Coordinator 
 Dennis McCormick & Bryan Boston Reps to VA Woodturners Inc. 
 

 

 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

 

 

mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:support@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

 

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Thread Chasing  

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Battlefield Shopping Center 
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE 

Leesburg, VA 20176  
Call Us: 703-737-7880 
Fax Us: 703-737-6166 

 Leesburg@woodcraft.com 
Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

 

mailto:Leesburg@woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
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CAT Member Discounts 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  
Tel (301) 695-1271   http://www.exoticlumber.com/ 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

 

587 Round Hill Road Winchester, VA  
tel: 540 667-2272  

10% discount on Rockler branded items  
10% discount on lumber  

Discounts from between $50.00 and $200.00  
on certain machinery  

 

http://www.exoticlumber.com/
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes 
  

Schedule through September 2019 
 
  Aug9  Beginning Pen Turning w/Tom Guild 
  Aug 17 Bowl Turning w/Dave Robinson  
  Aug 18 Introduction to the Lathe w/Neil Super 
  Aug 19 Skew Fundamentals w/Ken Poirier 
  Sep 1  Introduction to the Lathe w/Neil Super 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Register and Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft 
Website 

 
Woodcraft.com 

https://www.woodcraft.com/stores/northern-virginia

