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Alan Stirt will demonstrate his
style and methods of
embellishing platters at our Club
meeting on Thursday, September
19th. Al was one of the first
woodturners to embellish his
work with power carving tools
and painting. You will recognize
his style reflected in the
work of many modern wood
turners you are following
today.
I strongly encourage you to
visit his web site at: http://
www.alstirt.com/. There you
will find an extensive list of
the museums that own his
work, including
the Smithsonian Renwick
Gallery, plus events where
he has demonstrated,
galleries that carry his
work, and publications
that have published his
articles.
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The
President’s
Page
Editor’s
Bench
By Ken Poirier
By Peter Bills

I’m All Skewed Up

Since returning from the AAW symposium
I had another skew class to teach at the
Leesburg Woodcraft. The preparation for the
class got me thinking about the great skew
sessions that were presented at the symposium
and for those of you who are AAW members
check out the recent issue of Woodturning
FUNdamentals (August 2019, Vol 8, No 3) that features a synopsis
of the outstanding skew demonstrations at the Raleigh symposium.
I definitely need to make some oversize wooden models ala Jim
Echter for enhancing skew instruction – my Alan Lacer skews
notwithstanding. The article by Jim Echter in the same issue of
Woodturning FUNdamentals (pp. 12-17) is an excellent primer on
how to get the perfect finish with the skew as well as executing a
half dozen basic cuts. Also, AAW members have complete access
to all prior issues of the above publication as well as the American
Woodturner which has a number of articles on using the skew as
well as projects you can use the skew to complete. (Shameless
plug for becoming an AAW member. Note that you can obtain a free
trial membership to AAW on the website.)
I was particularly impressed with Benoit Averly’s end grain
boxes turned exclusively (almost) with the skew. And I’m talking
about the interior of the box as well. His demonstration at the AAW
symposium was most enlightening. Now I need to rethink how I’ll
approach doing end grain boxes. I’ve reground two of my skews to
Averly’s preference and hope to replicate his technique very soon.
About 1½ years ago I took a class with Jason Breach and he too
used an oval skew with a very unusual cross-section to finish the
inside of his lidded boxes. This changed my opinion of oval skews
to the more positive side of the scale.
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The President’s
Page - cont’d
Editor’s Bench
By Ken Poirier
By Peter Bills

Nick Cook, who had visited CAT the week following the AAW
Symposium, is also a proponent of the skew – albeit the oval skew.
I am partial to the Lacer skew and grind. He and I got into a joshing
contest of the benefits and drawbacks of these two different types
of skews. He repeatedly referred to my Lacer skew not as a skew
but as a weapon. This good natured ribbing is part of a long
standing “feud” between the Lacer and oval skew crowds. You can
read about this “battle” in the American Woodturner Summer 2004
issue.
There are many opportunities for you, a CAT member, to learn
how to use this wonderful tool. Come on out to TNT some time. I
recently demonstrated how to turn a top with just one tool from
start to finish – yes, that’s right, the skew. You can receive
individual instruction on using your skew. Come on out to a festival
to help turn tops. You will get plenty of practice doing this with the
skew and with an audience no less. Attend a class at the local
Woodcraft or at Denis Delehanty’s studio which held a skew-centric
workshop on August 31st. If there is sufficient interest perhaps
another class could be set up as this class filled up very fast.
Skews come in all sizes and grinds. I have skews ranging in size
from 1/4” to 1 3/8” widths and grinds from the traditional to the
Lacer grind. My travel pouch carries a dozen of my babies with
another complement kicking around the shop. I would say that I do
this to offer the best variety in my classes, but I think you would
see right through this statement. So step on up and take advantage
- you will have access to these tools in a learning situation. So
skew up and get turning with this versatile tool.
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

On the previous pages, our President, Ken,
discussed the skew, the skew at the AAW
Symposium in July, and the most recent
issue of Woodturning FUNdamentals
available at this link: Skew Fundamentals .
When Ken, our resident skew proponent
and expert, recommends a skew article we
should take it as one we definitely should
read. And for those who are not yet AAW
members, you can sign up for a trial
membership at this link and download the
article Ken recommends.
Bryan Boston is putting together a set of programs to teach wood
turning at Makersmith in Purcellville and Leesburg. He needs
turning tools and other essential turning items. If you have
anything you could donate to this cause, please contact Bryan at
bostonlives@yahoo.com .
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August
Demonstration
Editor’s
Bench
By Peter By
BillsDenis Delehanty

CAT members welcomed Scott Schlosser
back for a new demonstration on turning
items from your cutoff bin. As always,
Scott provided us with lots of useful turning
tips, laced with hilarious stories about
teaching students in his Rappahannock
High School Technology and Engineering
classes. During his demonstration, he
turned and applied a great finish to four
pieces, a light pull, a refrigerator magnet, a
small vase and a tippy-top. And yes, the
tippy-top did flip over as demonstrated by
CAT president Ken Poirier. Scott is always
looking for projects that his students can
turn in a reasonable amount of time. If you
have any questions or would like to
suggest projects for Scott’s students, he
can be reached at:
huntlybears@comcast.net.
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Al
Stirt Workshop
Editor’s
Bench
By Peter By
BillsDenis Delehanty

In Alan’s workshop on Friday, September 20th, he will teach us how
he embellishes his work on a 12” round Sgraffito Platter in the
morning and an 8” square platter in the afternoon. This will be a
fast-paced workshop, and you may not complete both pieces;
however, you will have learned the skills and had plenty of practice
to complete your platters at home. We will send a list of tool
requirements to those who sign up for the workshop. Please note,
we will not have another Professional Workshop until March, 2020.

Workshop nitty gritty
Date: Friday, September 20th
Time: 8:00 AM until 4:30 PM
Location: Denis Delehanty’s Studio located at: 15832 Berlin Turnpike,
Purcellville, VA 20132
Lunch: Bring your lunch or order out with many other workshop attendees.
Materials: The wood is provided and included in your registration fee.
Registration Fee: $165
On-Line Registration: Go to: https://catoctinareaturners.org, Click on Events
at the top of the page, then click on Workshops to register.
After Workshop Social: Please stay a while after the workshop to attend a
social with Alan.
If you have any questions, please send me an email or give me a call.
Denis
denisdelehanty@gmail.com

404-550-2659
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Show and Tell - August Meeting

Photos by Warren Standley

Ring Holder
Jobillo
Don Maloney
Pepper Grinder
Maple
Dennis McCormick
Pyrography by
Janet McCormick

Platters
English Walnut
Don Maloney

Vase
Norfolk Island Pine,
Walnut
Scott Schlosser

Fire Platter
Big Leaf Maple Burl & Resin
By Keith Lackner
From AAW Silent Auction
Purchased by Jim Schubert
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Show and Tell - August Meeting - cont’d

Photos by Warren Standley

Bowl
Sweet Gum
Jim Schubert

Bowls & Tea Lights
Ash & Red Oak
Woody Johnson

Finger Top Arena
Birch, Cherry, Maple,
Poplar, Walnut
Ken Poirier

Bowl
Cherry
Bill Devlin

Bowls
Cherry & Walnut
Barney Brown
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Show and Tell - August Meeting - cont’d

Photos by Warren Standley

Vase—Padauk & Cherry
Stave Bowl—Lace Wood & Cherry
Stave Bowl—Lace Wood
Buddy Brewer

Vase—Maple
Segmented Pencil Holder—Red Cumaru, Yellow
Heart, Maple .. 336 pieces
Bowl—Maple
Richard Lowman
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Show and Tell - August Meeting - cont’d

Photos by Warren Standley

Plate
Walnut
Darren Embree

Plate
Walnut
Darren Embree

Salt & Pepper Mills
Ambrosia Maple
Scott Synnott

Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
Scott Synnott
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Show and Tell - August Meeting - cont’d

Photos by Warren Standley

Bowl—Ambrosia Maple
Pepper Mill—Walnut
Pepper Mill—Walnut
Mallet—Hop Hornbeam
George Paxton
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Member
Provided
Article cont’d
Group
Buy Report
The usual items will be for sale at the September meeting.
CA glue: thin, medium and thick
CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill
Dispensing tips
Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle
stopper starter kits that include the mandrel.
Ruth Niles barrel shaped bottle stoppers
Ruth Niles, heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome as well as her new
style stainless steel bottle opener have reduced prices.
Ruth Niles – NEW ITEM - can tab lifter
Anchorseal – Those members who want to pick up Anchorseal at
the September meeting should go to the CAT website and
make payment for $15/gallon. Be sure to put a note to the
Treasurer indicating the purchase is for “Anchorseal”. This
will allow us to have an adequate number of gallons available
for the September meeting. I will have a few extras for sale as
well.
Items ordered from Chef Specialties and Woodcraft group buys will
be available at the September meeting. I am sending out invoices
to those who made orders. Please have exact change or a check
made out to CAT.

The spur drive order closed out September 5th and went to the
manufacturer. Delivery date is unknown at this time.
The vendor discount program is now active for Craft Supply,
Hartville Tools, and Klingspor. I am working to set something up
with Penn State as well. More to follow.
Next group buy will be from Mike Sorge who sells the wavy sanding
disks and Ty oil. I will have that email out soon and plan to have
the items at the October meeting.
Scott Synnott
703-869-2031
woodshopdoc@gmail.com
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Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Watch your emails for announcements

Remember, TNT needs Monitor volunteers.
Sign Up
We’ve been making tops to hand out at the Bluemont festival, good
practice and you can even do it with a skew!!!
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Member Provided
Article cont’d
Just 4 FUN
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

September 19—CAT Meeting—Alan Stirt
September 20—One Day Workshop
September 21-22—Bluemont Festival
October 4-6—Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium www.mawts.com
October 16—CAT Board Meeting 1 PM, Leesburg Library
October 17—CAT Meeting—Robert Sorby Tools
November 14—CAT Meeting—Tips and Techniques [at Harmony Hall in Hamilton]
December 19—CAT Meeting—Empty your garage Club Auction [at Harmony Hall in
Hamilton]

Note:
Effective with our November meeting, our location moves to
Harmony Hall, adjacent to the Hamilton Safety Center.
39041 E Colonial Hwy, Hamilton, VA 20158
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular monthly meeting: Thursday, September 19,
2019

Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA
Our September Program:
Al Stirt

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2019 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Ken Poirier
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Tom Grillo
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Tom Smart
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
John Grant
Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Denis Delehanty
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Member at Large
Juan Velasquez

Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil

boardmemberatlarge@catoctinareaturners.org

Additional Volunteers

Warren Standley
Scott Synnott
Kurt Cozens
Zeeshan Rasheed
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Dennis McCormick & Bryan Boston

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin
Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
IT Tech Support
support@catoctinareaturners.org
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
TNT Coordinator
Reps to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience
level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel

free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants
Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.
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CAT Member Discounts

587 Round Hill Road Winchester, VA
tel: 540 667-2272
10% discount on Rockler branded items
10% discount on lumber
Discounts from between $50.00 and $200.00
on certain machinery

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 http://www.exoticlumber.com/
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes
Schedule through November 2019
OCT
OCT
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV
NOV

6
25
3
4
8
20
23
24

NOV 25
NOV 30

Introduction to the Lathe w/Neil Super
Band Saw basics w/Matt Schafer
Introduction to the Lathe w/Neil Super
Sharpening Turning Tools w/Ken Poirier
Beginning Pen Turning w/Tom Guild
Turn a Lidded Box w/Dave Robinson
Turn Simple Christmas Ornaments w/Ken Poirier
Turn Hollow Globe Christmas Ornaments w/Ken
Poirier
Skew Fundamentals w/Ken Poirier
Bowl Turning w/Dave Robinson

Please Register and Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft
Website
Woodcraft.com
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