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Woodturning Classes 

CAT is pleased to announce Cindy Gibson as our guest 
professional demonstrator at the September 17 meeting.  
Additionally, she will be leading a 2-day hands-on workshop at 
the Leesburg Woodcraft on September 16 and 17.  As of this 
writing there are still slots available.  Sign up through the CAT 
website using your PayPal account or a credit card. 
 

For those unfamiliar with 
Cynthia Gibson, she is an artist 
who expresses herself in wood 
with pyrography and color.  She 
has collaborated with some of 
the world’s leading turners 
(Binh Pho, Chris Ramsey, 
Richard Raffan, and John 
Jordan to name just a few).  Her 
work is incomparable and her 
art has enhance, evoked, and 
expressed the essence of her collaborator’s turnings. 
 

Cynthia comes with a diverse background:  visual merchandiser, 

salesperson for a highly-regarded jeweler, set-stylist for a 

photographer, master hand-engraver’s shop manager.  Her life-

long passion for creating was stimulated while on the 2008 

Norwegian Woodturning Cruise.  There she discovered the 

embellishment of wood by burning.  Unable to find a mentor, 

Cynthia immersed herself in pyrography books.  Combining with 

her fashion and design background, the resulting creation has 

been a stunning style of pyro-engraving.   

Take advantage of this unique opportunity and be sure to attend 

the September CAT meeting. 
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The President’s Page 

 

It’s About the Giving  
 
Wood turning can be many things to many people.  Not 
very many of us make a full time living from it; some 
want to make a little to augment another income source.  
Others of us will be happy if we can just make enough 
to buy our next tool.  Those who do not sell, soon run 
into the problem of shelf space in the house.  But all can 
give wood turned items as gifts:  Wedding, Birthday, 
Housewarming, Christmas, Anniversary, Welcome to 
the Neighborhood, Going Away, Welcome Home, 
Thanks for the Dinner Invite, or numerous other 
reasons.  Giving gifts that you would otherwise have 
spent money to purchase may have the same net cost financially, but in my 
experience, the receivers value your hand made gift more highly than anything you 
would have gotten them from a department store. 
 
The Holiday Season is just around the corner so it is a great time to make things to 
give as well as to sell so others too can give handmade gifts.  Making things by hand 
is getting rarer in our high tech world; and the rarer things are, the more valuable in 
people’s minds. 
 
Luelle and I were recently in Ireland and had a meal with Liam and Cathy O’Neill.  
You may have seen the article last year about his “Peace Bowl.”  It was a turned, 
wooden bowl like most of us make but, it was from a special tree from the site of the 
Battle of the Boyne in Northern Ireland.  The giving of the gift was instrumental in the 
peace process that we observed on our recent trip.  Here’s how one internet author 
described it: 
 

…. his Peace Bowl played a central role in the Northern Ireland peace 
negotiations at St. Andrews, Scotland, in 2006. Here’s how it 
happened. 
 

All the main players in the peace negotiations were present at St 
Andrews. The British Prime Minister Tony Blair, the Taoiseach (similar 
to Prime Minister) of the Irish Republic Bertie Ahern, Dr Ian Paisley 
leader of the Ulster Loyalists and Gerry Adams, who, as president of 
Sinn Fein, represented the Nationalist Republican people of Ulster.  
 
 

By Dave Robinson 
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The President’s Page 
(Continued) 

 

It was make or break time. Dr Paisley’s Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) and the Sinn Fein republicans had become the two biggest 
players in Northern Ireland.  For two days the parties struggled to come 
to an agreement that all sides could sign up to, but on the evening of 
the second day a sense of gloom descended as the parties struggled to 
come to terms with each other.  Dr Paisley and his wife were anxious to 
get home to Ballymena to celebrate their 50

th
 wedding anniversary and 

were also worried about what kind of reception they would get in 
Belfast if they signed up to a deal.  Sinn Fein were behaving as if there 
was not going to be a deal and were trying to ensure that it was the 
DUP who walked out first and caused failure. 
  

All assembled for the plenary session, fearful that they had reached a 
dead end. Those who were present testified to what happened next. 
The Taoisech, bowl in hand, strode across the floor to Dr. Paisley. 
Saying that he understood it was the Paisleys’ 50

th
 wedding 

anniversary, Ahern said he had a gift from the government of the Irish 
Republic in honor of the occasion.  
 

Visibly moved, Paisley announced to the whole room, “Mr Ahern has 
just explained to me that this vessel is made of Walnut from the site of 
the battle of the Boyne. Today this bowl has come home. We have 
been working hard for three days and I think we have seen the first sign 
of a new light. I hope that this light shines not just on those in this room, 
but also on our children and grandchildren.” 
 

By giving a gift which was so firmly connected to the battle site which is 
so central to Northern Protestant culture, Bertie Ahern was making a 
statement on behalf of the Irish Nation. “The Orange tradition has 
nothing to fear from the South. We are not trying to denigrate your 
culture, in fact we recognise your right to celebrate it.”  The visibly 
moved Paisley was key to the success of the St. Andrews talks. (“Did 
You Know…”, from http://www.iaci-usa.org/images/irish_facts_9-13.pdf) 

 

So, giving gifts made of turned wood has a powerful history.  Maybe your gift will not 
bring two warring factions together—but maybe it might.  It has happened before.  In 
any event, your hand crafted gift will be remembered more than anything you could 
buy them, and just think—with all that money that you do not spend at the 
department store, you can afford your next gouge! 
 

        Dave Robinson 

        CAT President 
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Frequently turners will say the original design of the piece was different from the  
final product.  My thought is the wood had a different idea.  I believe that, given the 
opportunity, the wood will “speak” to the artist about the particular shape which will 
bring out its hidden splendor.  Furthermore, I have personally seen a piece “move” 
after it has been turned in a manner contrary to the craftsman’s design.  More often 
than not, the resulting piece contains an inner beauty . 
 
So let me challenge you—before you toss the piece did not turn out they way you 
planned into the wood pile, share it with others.  There maybe a masterpiece just 
waiting for the “eye-of-the-beholder.” 
 

  
     Jeanette Lion 

     CAT Newsletter Editor  
 

P.S.   Paul & I will miss this month’s meeting as we are at 

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts in Tennessee.  More about 

this adventure in the next newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stuart Batty demonstrating the 2 lbs of down pressure provided by the left hand. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Jeanette Lion 
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CAT had the privilege of hosting Stuart Batty for the August 13
th
 demonstration.  

Attendees saw the magic of the 40-40 Batty grind for turning both bowls and “between 
center” pieces.  Those who attended the one-day workshop on August 16

th
 took it one 

step further—perfecting their bowl turning technique and learning to free hand grind 
their own tools with the 40-40 grind. 
 
What is the 40-40 grind you ask?  
Simply it is a bowl gouge grind that is 
ground with a 40° nose and flat wings 
that are 40° to the nose.  This grind 
can only be accomplished by hand 
grinding on a platform.  Although there 
are a few commercial jigs which come 
close, they cannot duplicate this profile. 
Why is the 40-40 grind so special?  
The 40° nose slices through the 
material with the 40° wings peel the 
rougher, leading cut with a smooth 
finishing cut with an equivalency of at 
least 220 grit sanding.  Now, this 
gouge is both a roughing and finishing 
tool for bowls and spindles.  Be sure to 
sharpen before your last pass for best 
results. 
 
Stuart emphasizes following a few simple rules to develop repeatability and quality of 
finish.  First rule, your right hand is the “gas pedal” your left (don’t squeeze) is the 
“brake”.  Next, the right hand is used to control the cut by (1) push/pull, (2) lift/drop, (3) 
twist, and (4) swing.  Straight cuts only use actions (1) and (2) while curved cuts use 
all four actions.  Finally, your left hand is (a) providing weight (2 pounds of downward 
force), (b) positioning the start of the cut, (c) preventing the tool from skidding, and (d) 
braking.  With the right and left hand in coordination with the lathe, they control the 
variables for a perfect cut: 

1. Tool cutting rate or feed speed:  slower is better. 
2. Lathe speed:  higher is better, but always within your safety zone. 
3. Flute orientation:  open flute leads to a poor finish, a closed flute yields a better 

finish. 
4. Sharp tool. Sharp tool. Sharp tool. 

To keep your tool sharp, frequent the grinder often during your turning.  Set the 

platform at 40° to the wheel and lock it down tight.  Set marks or place tape on the 

wings of the platform to establish the 40° go/no go boundary for the wings.  Holding 

Stuart Batty Demonstration 

Article & pictures by Ken Poirier 
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with your right foot forward and standing to the left of the grinding wheel establish the 

first wing.  Separately, establish the 40° nose, not too blunt or too pointy, but just 

Goldilocks right.  Then grind the second wing and when completed lightly blend the 

three elements into a continuous, uninterrupted profile.  Easy peasy, Bob’s your uncle. 

Foot position also plays an important role.  For straight, parallel cuts place both feet 
under your shoulders the same distance from the lathe.  For a straight cut, the right 
foot is placed under the shoulder with the left foot forward but in line with the shoulder. 
For an oblique angle cut the left foot is placed in front of the right foot which is under 
the shoulder.  Finally for curved cuts, the left foot is under the shoulder and the right 
foot forward.  In all cases your cuts should start in the uncomfortable position and end 
in comfortable one. Never stop in the middle of a cut to adjust your feet.  If your feet 
are properly placed you should be able to complete a cut in one continuous motion. 
 
According to Stuart begin on the outside profile of your bowl with three heavy cuts 
rather than five light cuts. The wings are doing the heavy work in stock removal, so on 
the third pass sharpen the gouge as the wings will dull quickly with a heavy cut.  Using 
five cuts is inefficient, especially if you are a production turner. Finally, turn the inside 
of the bowl with the same bowl gouge, however, because of the transition geometry 
you must switch to a 60° bottom feeder (5/8” British traditional grind) to get the best 
finish without bruising the grain. 
 
In summary, Stuart stated that if you follow seven fundamental rules you can produce 
clean, almost ready to finish bowls without fatigue time after time if you: 

1. Know the grain direction and account for your angle of cut. 
2. Chuck both accurately and securely (correct tenon angle and absolutely flat 

chuck mating surface). 
3. Sharpen tools. Sharpen tools. Use sharp tools. 
4. Turn as fast you can while still feeling safe. 
5. Adjust your tool rest to the correct height, angle, and distance for the cut you 

are making. 
6. Use the correct stance to provide an uninterrupted, smooth cut. 
7. Practice good technique and tool control. Be sure to use both right and left 

hands correctly and in coordination with each other. 

 

 

Stuart Batty Demonstration 

(Continued) 
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Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Ken Poirier 

 

Maple Lidded Box &  
English Walnut Pencil Cup 

No Finish 
Ray Wills 

Lidded Pot with 
Shellac Finish 

George Maxwell 

Poplar Beer Tap Handle 
Dyed with Friction  Finish 

Roy Aber 
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More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 

 
 

20 inch,Rimmed Maple 
Bowl  with Walnut Oil 

Herb Witenstein 

15 ½” Footed Maple Bowl 
with Walnut Oil Finish 

Herb Witenstein 
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Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 

 

Blackwood Tear Drop 
Boxes 

 Harriet & Don Maloney 

Tall Cocobolo Stemmed Glass 
Don Maloney 

Box Elder Burl Vase 
Sanding Sealer Finish 

Harriet Maloney 
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More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 

 
 

Maple Bowl  with  
Woodturners Finish & Wax  

 

Leopard Wood Mini Bowl 
with Poly Finish 

Beverly Robillard 

Norfolk Island Pine Bowl 
with Shellac Finish 

Harriet Maloney 

Pens in Acryllic,  
Maple, & Pine 

Michele Gingerich 
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More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 

 
 

Natural Edge  
Winged Bowl 

Cherry with Danish Oil 
Michael Summers 

Natural Edge  
Winged Bowl 

Cherry with Danish Oil 
Michael Summers 

Natural Edge Winged Bowl 
Ash with Danish Oil 
Michael Summers 
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More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 

 
 

Hollow Cherry Vase with  
Ty Oil, EEE, & Sanding Sealer 

Dave Swiger 

Ambrosia Maple Salad Bowl 
Walnut Oil & Sanding Sealer 

Dave Swiger 
 

with consultation from 
Harriet Maloney 

Table Centerpiece Bowl 
Black Tupelo Gum Burl 
Ty Oil, EEE & Sanding 

Sealer 
Dave Swiger 
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More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 

 
 

Use of Pastels to Fill Gaps in 
turned pieces 

Various Wood Types with 
Watco/Beal Buff Finish 

Bill Hardy 
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Stuart Batty Workshop 
   Photos by Ken Poirier 

 
 
 
Special thanks to Pam & David 
Roseman for providing their house 
as the workshop location. 
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Stuart Batty Workshop (cont.) 
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Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos 
and Miscellaneous Events 2015 and 2016 

Editor’s Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 

 
Sep 16-17 Cynthia Gibson Workshop  -  Surface Embellishment and 
 Pyrography Texturing & Coloring 

Sep 17 CAT Meeting and Cynthia Gibson presenting surface embellishment  

Oct 15 CAT Meeting  -  Ornaments 

Nov 19 CAT Meeting and demonstration (TBD)  

Dec 17 CAT Meeting  -  Tips and Tricks 

 

 

 

 

January 2016 

CAT Anniversary Party 

 

(2015 Anniversary Show & Tell) 
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Connecting with the Public 

 

Bluemont Fair is this coming weekend, 

September 19 and 20.  If you are available to help 
(and display/sell your wares), contact Charlie 
Wortman (ops@CatoctinAreaTurners.org).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new way to publicize was discovered 
at the Purcellville Farmers Market on 
Saturday, September 5th.  CAT was 
represented by Zack Halliday, Jim Miller, 
Tom Smart, and Dave Robinson.  A tent 
was set-up with live demonstrations and 
sales of turned items.  The management 
was pleased with our presence and 
hopes that we will return.  If you have a 
free Saturday morning and would like a 
venue to sell your wares, please contact 
Dave Robinson 
(President@CatoctinAreaTurners.org). 
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More Odds and Ends 

 

Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 
 

Where: 

The Blue Ridge Turnery 

16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, Va.  20141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: 

Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights 

6 to 9 p.m. - Watch for emails 

 

For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at: 

president@catoctinareaturners.org 

 
 

************** 

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together    

Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change! 

 “CAT East” Lunch “CAT West” Lunch 

mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
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Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting:  Thursday, September 17, 2015 

at 6:30 pm 
 

Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA 

 
Our September Demonstrator:  

 
Cynthia Gibson 

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 W. Loudoun Street,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2015 CAT Officers 

President     Vice President 
Dave Robinson    Bob Parson 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Secretary     Operations Director 

Mark Kaplan     Charlie Wortman 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer     Program Director 
Dennis McCormick    Ken Poirier 
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org  programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Jeanette Lion 
    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

 
 
 

The look of the  
Batty 40-40 grind 

Additional Volunteers 
 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin/Equipment Listing 
 Jeter Benbow Gallery Photos 
 Chris Liebermann Group Buys 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
 Bob Parson Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 
 Mark Kaplan Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video 
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L. 

Delehanty.  Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the AAW for 2014-2016.  His AAW email address is: 

denis@woodturner.org 

mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report 

   
Is there an item or two which you use frequently in your wood turning?  
Have you wondered if there is some way to cut the price?  Well, come to 
the back table and let me (Chris) know.   
 
Discounted items still available are:  CA Glue in all thicknesses, Anchor-
Seal gallon jugs, and bottle stoppers. 
 
Chris Liebermann 

 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 

 CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE— 
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.  
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.  
Combine club orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!! 
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those 
Turning Tools Sharp !!!  
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net 
703-765-7268 

http://www.oneyway.ca/
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Lathe & Equipment Listings 

 

J uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for 

those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe.  Juan 

has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other 

items of interest: 
 

1. Hollowing systems 

2. Coring systems 

3. Favorite turning tool 

4. Favorite homemade tool 

5. What model band saw 

6. What models of chainsaws 

7. Favorite website related to woodturning 

 

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish 

to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in 

touch with someone who can help. 

 

Equipment Manager 

Juan Gil 
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

  

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Chasing Threads 

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Leesburg Plaza 
512 E. Market 

Leesburg, VA 20176 
Phone:  (703) 737-7880 

Fax:  (703) 737-6166 

leesburg@woodcraft.com 

Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  

Tel (301) 695-1271   www.exoticlumberinc.com 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops 
  

Schedule through November 2015 
 
   Sep 20 Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks 
   Sep 22 Turn a Lidded Box 
   Sep 25 Beginning Pen Turning 
   Oct 4  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Oct 8  Advanced Lidded Boxes:  Halo Ring 
   Oct 8  Art of Plate Turning 
   Oct 9  Basic Segmented Turning 
   Oct 10  Bowl Turning 
   Oct 23  Beginning Pen Turning 
   Oct 24  Art of Wood Burning 
   Oct 30  Basic Segmented Turning 
   Oct 31  Turning Natural Edge Bowls 
   Nov 1  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Nov 8  Turning Christmas Ornaments 
   Nov 10 & 11 Turn a Pepper Mill 
   Nov 20 Beginning Pen Turning 
 
 
 

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website 
 

www.woodcraft.com 

C:/Users/DCR/Documents/Agent

