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Woodturning Classes 

Bill Fowkes is our November demonstrator.  A member of the  
Capital Area Woodturners, Bill is not only a turner but a carver 
as well.  Below is an introduction by Bill: 
 
Woodturning allows me to work with my hands and bring form 
to an idea.  When I look at a piece of wood and bring it to the 
lathe, I have a general idea as to what I want to make.  Some-
times that is a bowl, other times a Christmas ornament, a 
platter or a magic wand.  The final shape and form of the piece 
is determined by the wood itself and what it gives me in the 
way of knots, bark inclusions, and grain patterns. 
 
Trees have always held a special feeling for me.  Their beauty 
ranges from the upright giant Redwoods, to sprawling 
Banyans, to asymmetrical Hemlocks to the beautifully old and 
small Bonsai.  My turnings 
try to capture the essence of 
the tree.  Some are 
impressions of trees while 
others are more direct 
realism.  I want people to 
feel the bark of the tree 
while holding my pieces.  I 
want them to rub their hands 
on the tree and feel the 
texture of the rough bark 
within the smooth surfaces.  
My hope is that they 
remember when they were a 
child playing under the 
shade of a tree. 
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November’s Demonstration 
(Continued) 

The carved Oak tree takes the natural edge of the bark and weds it to the total piece 
in ways not found in natural edge bowl turning.  The eye follows the contour of the 
roots up the main trunk of the tree to the sweeping reach of the canopy.  This flow of 
design and eye meet where 
the bark of the canopy is 
twined with the bark of the 
tree trunk. 
 
My trees have a natural 
bark edge along the top of 
the canopy.  The branches 
and roots are carved after 
the piece is off the lathe.  
The “bark” is carved into the 
tree as a final step before 
light sanding.  This is an 
ornamental object and 
takes many hours of 
carving and shaping. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Carved Oak (above)  
 
 
 
Oak Canopy Detail (left). 
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The President’s Page 

 

I Decided, I’m A I Decided, I’m A   
      Wood TurnerWood Turner  
   
Recently I led a group on a tour of Don and Harriet 
Maloney’s shop and Dale Bright’s studio.  The one thing 
that stood out in my mind was when Dale said, “I am a 
wood turner.”  He clarified by saying, “You will notice 
there is no table saw, joiner, planer, or any of those 
other woodworking tools in this small shop.  I do not 
need them because I am a wood turner, not a wood 
worker.” 
 
It took a while for his statement to sink into my thinking, but it felt right immediately.  I 
have previously shared that when I came to the whole arena of wood at age 60, I 
realized that I did not have enough years left to master everything.  So I decided to 
focus on round spinning things rather than flat pieces.  Dale’s statement kept rolling 
around in my head and I finally decided to take my table saw out of my workroom.  It 
was only out into the basement family room—where it became a coffee table—so the 
separation anxiety was not like a full blown divorce.  After all, I love my Saw Stop 
table saw and would lobby hard for it to anyone considering a table saw purchase.  
So would the girl who stopped the blade and did not need reconstructive surgery, or 
even a band aid; but that is for another article. 
 
My shop is really nice—for one person or maybe two or sometimes three.  The 
problem is that I like to share my addiction.  Some fellow addicts show up on 
Thursday nights and now they are bringing more fellow addicts.  Sometimes there 
are 12 to 15 of us.  So it gets a little tight and we spill a couple of lathes out into that 
basement family room I previously mentioned.  So when the table saw left, I had 
room for two more lathes in the shop plus the two in the family room.  Did I mention 
that I have the best wife in the world? 
 
Last week the table saw moved the rest of the way out.  We will be moving in a 
couple years to our daughter, son-in-law, and grandbabies’ property in Hillsboro.  It 
already has a 40’ x 60’ shop there waiting for me.  So is where the table saw went.  
Anyway, I am more likely to use it there as we build our house. 

By Dave Robinson 
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The President’s Page 
(Continued) 

Getting back on subject—Dale’s statement of “I am a wood turner” has been helpful.  
Once I decided that for myself (and moved the table saw out), I have seen other 
things more clearly.  It helps in how I organize and what I have on my want list as 
well as what I have for sale.  If the drill press did not have such a small footprint, it 
would be the next thing to go.  I would not keep if for drilling holes; my lathe can do 
that.  But it doubles as a spindle sander which I sometimes use on my turnings so it 
gets to stay—at least for now. 
 
How about you?  Are you a wood turner or a wood worker?  For this discussion, a 
wood worker does some of both… round spinning things and flat work.  If you are 
reading this, you are obviously not a dedicated flat worker. 
 
Do not get me wrong, there is no right or wrong answer here.  Only that getting clear 
about what is right for you will be helpful in many ways—shop planning and 
workflow, budget allocations, etc.  Be aware, the answer might change over time.  I 
am kind of fascinated with harvesting some trees on my new property, milling and 
drying my own hardwood floors.  Kind of blows that “I’m a Wood Turner” thing.  Of 
course it is not practical.  It would be a onetime thing so I am staying flexible and 
may make an exception for this idea. 
 
Now that I have relieved all that stress, I am going to go turn some wood. 
 
Stop by some Thursday evening for TNT; you will see what I mean.  Or make a visit 
to Dale Bright’s shop.  Dale is our mentor coordinator, which means that he can hook 
you with someone close to you who is good at what you want to learn.  Dale also 
does mentoring himself and is taking on new students.  Both places are Wood 
Turner’s shops—no table saws or joiners.  If you like “having a foot in two canoes,” 
check out one of my mentors, Don Maloney.  He was the first turner I met when I got 
to Virginia; his shop contains lathes, table saws, and a joiner.  Don is probably the 
most qualified club member to tell you how to make a living from this craft if that is 
you interest; more on this in a future article. 
 
   Happy Turns, 
 

     Dave Robinson 

     CAT President 
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Christmas time is approaching rapidly.  The Catoctin Area Turners are creating a list 
of items we would like this year.  We are interested in out fitting the lathes the club 
owns with different chucks and tailpieces.  Pen nibs and mandrels would be great to 
have for newcomers, especially the youth. 
 
There are several ways to give to the Club.  Desired items could be purchased, 
designated gifts are welcome, and monetary donations are always accepted.  
Remember that donations in any form are tax deductible.  Please see Club 
Treasurer, Dennis McCormick for documentation. 
 
 

  
     Jeanette Lion 

     CAT Newsletter Editor  
 

*************************************************************** 
 

A Note from Ken about the December Meeting 
 
The December meeting belongs to you the membership. We can all learn from each 
other and sharing what you have learned helps everyone in the club. So dust off 
your favorite tips and tricks and let your program director know what you want to 
share. Let Ken Poirier know what you want to talk about at either of the upcoming 
meetings or send him an email at programs@catoctinareaturners.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Wood Turners at the Bluemont Fair 

Editor’s Bench 
By Jeanette Lion 

mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
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The October demonstration was triple the information of other demonstrations.  With 

three lathes 

turning at once, 

there were plenty 

of ornaments to 

observe.  Here 

are some 

pictures of the 

event. 

“Three-Ring Ornament” Demonstration 

   Pictures by Jeter Benbow 
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Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Snowman Scene 
Finished with Sharpies 

Chris Liebermann 

Big Leaf Maple Burl Bowl 
Minwax Wipe on Poly Finish 

Ray Willis 

Curly Maple Hollow Form , 
no finish 

Ray Willis 

Walnut/Maple Beer Tap 
Laser Engraved 

Spray Poly Finish 
Tim Gregory 
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More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 

 
 

Christmas Ornaments 
Walnut Bell, other Oak 

Watco Danish Oil 
Denny Boehler 

Ash Bowl 
Watco Danish Oil 

Roy Aber 

Apple Bowl 
Walnut Oil 

Scott Synnott 
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More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 

 
 

Low Sided Bowl 
Ron Smith 

Bowls 
Ron Smith 

Celtic Knot Pyro 
Ron Smith 
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Technical difficulties—Sorry 
  

IAP “Name the Blank” contest 
CRAYON MELTDOWN 

Robin Wortman 

Natural Edge Bowl 
B. D. Turner 

Quilting Inspired Pyro Platter 
Krylon Matte Spray 

Buffed with clean wheel 
Robin Wortman 

Plate turned by Charlie 

Cherry Salt & Pepper  
Mylands Walnut Oil 

Doug Balzer 

More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 
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More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 

 
 

Mahogany & Maple 
Segmented Bowl 
Richard Lowman 

Popular Bowl with 
Friction Polish & Beall Buff 

Richard Lowman 

Ice Cream Scoops 
Color wood & Cherry 

Friction Polish & Beall Buff 
Richard Lowman 



 12  

 

Cherry Torus 
Walnut Oil 

Dave Robinson 

More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 

 
 

Various Hats in 
Sycamore & Pecan 

Black is Sharpie & Wax 
Others Walnut Oil or 

nothing 
Dave Robinson 

Pecan Torus 
Walnut Oil & Beall Buff 
turned green & very wet 

Dave Robinson 
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More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 

 
 

Norfolk Island Pine Bowl 
Oil & Wax Finish 
Harriet Maloney 

Spalted Hackberry  
Nut Bowl 

Walnut Oil Finish 
Dave Robinson 

Missing Picture of Banjo 
Made of Mahogany & Maple 

Ken Nelson 
 

Technical difficulties—Sorry 
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More Show and Tell  -  October Meeting 

 
 

Turnings from  
Bluemont Fair Booth 
Popular and Cherry 

Ken Poirier 

Pyroengraved Cherry  
Coffee Scoop 

with Transparent Ink 
Ken Poirier 
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Upcoming CAT Meeting Demos 
and Miscellaneous Events 2015 and 2016 

Editor’s Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 

 
Dec 17 CAT Meeting  -  Tips and Tricks 

 

+ + + + + + + + 2016 + + + + + + + + 

Jan 23 CAT Anniversary Party at Whitestone Farm 

***Watch for upcoming information*** 

Feb 18 CAT Meeting and demonstration (TBD)  

Mar 17 CAT Meeting and demonstration (TBD)  

Apr 14 CAT Meeting and Tom Wirsing demonstration 

 

 

 

 

 

(2015 Anniversary Show & Tell) 
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Odds and Ends 

 

BLUEMONT FAIR PICTURES 
By Dennis McCormick 
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More Odds and Ends 

 

Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 
 

Where: 

The Blue Ridge Turnery 

16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, Va.  20141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: 

Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights 

6 to 9 p.m. - Watch for emails 

 

For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at: 

president@catoctinareaturners.org 

 
 

************** 

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together    

Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change! 

 “CAT East” Lunch “CAT West” Lunch 

mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
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Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting:  Thursday, November 19, 2015 

at 6:30 pm 
 

Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA 

 
Our November Demonstrator:  

 
Bill Fowkes  

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 W. Loudoun Street,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2015 CAT Officers 

President     Vice President 
Dave Robinson    Bob Parson 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Secretary     Operations Director 

Mark Kaplan     Charlie Wortman 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer     Program Director 
Dennis McCormick    Ken Poirier 
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org  programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Jeanette Lion 
    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

 
 

2015 Anniversary 
Party at 

Whitestone Farm, 
Aldie, Virginia 

Additional Volunteers 
 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin/Equipment Listing 
 Jeter Benbow Gallery Photos 
 Chris Liebermann Group Buys 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
 Bob Parson Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 
 Mark Kaplan Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video 
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L. 

Delehanty.  Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the AAW for 2014-2016.  His AAW email address is: 

denis@woodturner.org 

mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report 

   
Is there an item or two which you use frequently in your wood turning?  
Have you wondered if there is some way to cut the price?  Well, come to 
the back table and let me (Chris) know.   
 
Discounted items still available are:  CA Glue in all thicknesses, Anchor-
Seal gallon jugs, and bottle stoppers. 
 
Chris Liebermann 

 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 

 CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE— 
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.  
Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.  
Combine club orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!! 
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those 
Turning Tools Sharp !!!  
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net 
703-765-7268 

http://www.oneyway.ca/
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Lathe & Equipment Listings 

 

J uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for 

those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe.  Juan 

has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other 

items of interest: 
 

1. Hollowing systems 

2. Coring systems 

3. Favorite turning tool 

4. Favorite homemade tool 

5. What model band saw 

6. What models of chainsaws 

7. Favorite website related to woodturning 

 

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish 

to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in 

touch with someone who can help. 

 

Equipment Manager 

Juan Gil 
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

 

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Chasing Threads 

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Leesburg Plaza 
512 E. Market 

Leesburg, VA 20176 
Phone:  (703) 737-7880 

Fax:  (703) 737-6166 

leesburg@woodcraft.com 

Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  

Tel (301) 695-1271   www.exoticlumberinc.com 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
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Special Woodturning Class 

 

Dave Robinson will be turning an “Octopod” 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft 
 

Saturday, November 21st 
 

1 to 5 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Octopod is a Square Bowl with 4 points supported by a square base of 4 
feet below.  The idea was born of boredom and curiosity.  With time left at 
the end of a workshop on square bowls, Dave wondered, “If the piece can 

have 4 feet, why can’t it have 8 feet?”  Grabbing an extra blank, he began his 
first crude Octopod.  The piece unfolded, looking nothing like the workshop 

project and the instructor just shook his head. 
Since then, Dave has made dozens of Octopods,  
refining the shape and varying the techniques.   

He shares those techniques and others at TNT (Thursday Night Turning)  
which he hosts weekly in his shop in Round Hill.  To turn your own Octopod at 

TNT or learn more about Catoctin Area Turners contact Dave at: 
President@CatoctinAreaTurners.org 

 

mailto:President@CatoctinAreaTurners.org
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops 
  

Schedule through January 2016 
 
   Nov 20 Beginning Pen Turning 
   Nov. 21 Octopod Turning by Dave Robinson 
   Dec 1  Turn a Lidded Box 
   Dec. 2  Lidded Containers—Lidded Box 
   Dec. 2  Small Chalice Box 
   Dec 11 Beginning Pen Turning 
   Dec 13 Introduction to the Lathe 
   Dec 19 Bowl Turning 
   Dec 27  Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks 
   Jan 3  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Jan 15 Beginning Pen Turning 
   Jan 17 Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks 
   Jan 23 Spindle Duplication 
   Jan 30 Spindle Duplication 
 
 
 

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website 
 

www.woodcraft.com 

C:/Users/DCR/Documents/Agent

