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Woodturning Classes 

 

May Demonstration 
Mike Sorge 

Flared Natural Edge Bowl 
Please plan on coming to the 

May 19th demonstration 

meeting with fellow Virginian 

Mike Sorge. Hailing from the 

Shenandoah Valley, Mike has 

set a new boundary on turning asymmetric and symmetric 

square, diamond and triangular vessels. Some members will 

remember Mike from a previous visit when he turned a 20 inch 

diamond bowl that sounded like an airplane taxing on the 

runway tarmac. Mike will be turning a Natural Edge Winged 

Art Vase/Bowl at our upcoming meeting. In this 

demonstration, Mike will explain how to prepare the timber with 

a chainsaw and band-saw, and to safely mount it on the lathe. 

The timber with bark at the top will be positioned and balanced 

on the lathe to obtain the desired symmetrical design. He will 

show how to safely turn the vessel with the proper tools, grinds 

and lathe speed.  Mike will explain how to safely and cleanly 

turn ghost imaging while at the same time preventing the bark 

from fracturing and tearing. The exterior will be sculpted and 

shaped using directional wing cutting, fortifying the bark, and 

shaping the body. Finally the inside material will be removed to 

match the exterior. A quasi-shear-cut will be used on the inside 

hidden curve with a final shaping of the base/foot. Finish 

sanding will be discussed and briefly demonstrated, but due to 

the time constraints the vessel will not be completed to a 

gallery finish. 

MAY 
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May Demonstrator Workshops 
(Continued) 

 

Don't miss out on Mike Sorge's upcoming workshops.  
 
 
There will be two workshop days. You will have the option of taking the workshop as 
a 2-day event or you can elect to take either of the days. The workshop(s) will be 
held at our President's turning den (The Blue Ridge Turnery) in Round Hill, VA. Cost 
will be $180 for the 2-day workshop or $110 for a single day workshop. You may sign 
up on the website using PayPal or a credit card. You may also bring a check (or 
cash) to Dennis McCormick our treasurer at our MAY 19th meeting or contact Dennis 
directly to secure your slot. Many folks got shut out of Tom Wirsing's workshop, so 
don't delay and please sign up as soon as you can. 
 
Note: Material will be provided by Mike Sorge and you will reimburse him directly for 
your choice of wood. Prices vary depending on size and specie that you select, but 
all very reasonable. 
 
The Workshops are as follows: 
 
 
Friday, May 20 – Turning a Natural Edge Winged Art Vase/Bowl (For a 
description of this project 
see the May 
demonstration 
description.) 
 
Saturday, May 21 – 
Turning a Flared Tip, 
Reverse Curve Square 
Platter: Marking, cutting, 
preparing square turning 
blanks will be 
demonstrated as will 
mounting the square 
blank to be safely and 
securely mounted with 
an assured clear safety 
zone. The safe turning of 
the platter will be demonstrated with the proper lathe speed emphasized to prevent 
fracturing and edge tear out. Finally, design strategies will be demonstrated with an 
emphasis and the approach and application of the tools to obtain the desired design. 
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The President’s Page 

 

 

“Sometimes You Just Don’t Want To 
Give Up” 

 
At the last cutting party we were exchanging a few 
blanks from previous parties and a really nice looking 
piece of Cherry showed up.  But Scott Synott said, “I 
don’t know if you even want to do anything with this”, 
pointing at some metal and black stains.   Closer 
examination showed two strands of barbed wire going 
through where the bowl would be.    Then Don Maloney 
chimed in with his classic wisdom,  “Life’s too short to 
turn crappy wood….”      With those challenges, I 
decided I had to give it a go and see if I could salvage something… kind of a classic 
redemption story? 
 
First of all it was bigger than my 20 inch lathe could handle (over the bed)  It was 
about 25 inches from tip to tip.   And I’d sent my 6 inch face plates away for use at 
the Wirsing Platter workshop.    My 4 1/2 inch face plate is kind of small for a 
hundred pound chunk of wood like this, but in the picture you’ll notice an additional 
hole between the 8 originals.   So with 16 screws I felt safe enough to proceed with 
the headstock turned 30 degrees to the bed so that I could use both the outboard 
and the regular tool rests. 
 
Then another challenge showed up in the form of a little crack.   I poked at it and it 
got a little larger… and then a little larger,   and then a whole 10 pound chunk came 
off.   This is really not a good thing to happen at high RPM.   It was wind shake, or 
“ring shake”   Wind shake is caused by wind pushing the tree horizontally and the 
tree pushing back in an effort to stand up straight.   This back and forth movement 
can start a shear break between annular rings.    Then a special bacteria makes its 
home in the resulting small space and the crack becomes worse.   You can see the 
white bacteria  (clostridium)  growth on the piece in the picture.    It’s best to work 
around wind shake…. get it completely out of your piece and work with what’s 
left.    You can try holding it together with CA glue, but then you REALLY need to 
stay out of the line of fire. 
 
With a chunk that size removed, the piece was way out of balance, so with my 
electric chainsaw, I took an equal chunk off the other side and was able to begin at 
200 RPMs.   With the corners gone, I could speed up and then it was time to hit the 
barbed wire.   What I found was that High Speed Steel is a lot harder than soft 

By Dave Robinson 



 4  

 

The President’s Page 
(Continued) 

Iron.  Especially with the blunter grinds.   Like my Ellsworth 60 degree or my Long 
and Strong scraper at 80 degrees.    The Batty 40-40 grind didn’t fare so well at 
eating barbed wire and came away from the fight with a chipped tooth... (Which just 
meant repeated trips to the grinder,  but in the end,  the High Speed Steel won the 
fight).  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I found that cutting up close to the iron, then coming close from the other side 
allowed the remaining ring to be easily broken away, exposing the wire to the vice 
grip jaws.  Sometimes the wire would break at the jaws, other pulls would bring out 
an inch or more of wire leaving a session of smooth turning.   I was amazed how far 
the black staining from the iron had extended, several inches across grain and even 
more with the grain … completely out of the blank, so I don’t know how far it really 
extended.     
 

Here’s a chunk of wind shake 
removed… better pried off be-

fore starting than at high RPM’s 
later!   You can see where I was 
digging at the barbed wire with 

my die grinder…. 

Here’s a close up showing the 
bacteria that live in the wind 
shake cracks (and make the 

cracks grow… and the CA not 
stick so well) 
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The President’s Page 
(Continued) 

I finished up the roughed out blank and wrapped the rim with shrink wrap with Don 
Maloney’s words echoing in my mind  “Life’s too short…..” 
 
But if I hadn’t taken on the challenge of saving that barbed wire skewered blank, I 
wouldn’t have gotten the next idea to add to my "ideas to try” list.   How do you think 
it would work to inject iron filings into or on to the wood (artistically of course) and 
letting them soak for a few days,   maybe with a little vinegar added to boost the 
process?  How about copper filings?   or brass or silver?    I’ll let you know how it 
works out,  unless you try it and find out first, then you can let us all know.  
 
Sometimes you just have to accept the challenge…. Don’t you just love the 
opportunities to play outside the box in wood turning? 
 
 
Happy Turns, 
 

     Dave Robinson 

     CAT President 
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How lucky are we to have a club with members that will show up and spend their 
weekend demonstrating wood turning to the public just for fun, see page 16-17. 
 
And how lucky are we to have club officers that open their homes (our President) for 
TNT to the membership to come by and use one of, I think, 9 lathes.  Then also have 
officers and members that come by to mentor anyone that wants to learn ...and all 
just for fun.   
 
I try to and do make it to most of the TNTs at least for a few hours.  I live close by so 
it’s easy for me to get there.  Recently I went to TNT for just a couple hours as I had 
other commitments.  It was the afternoon shift, 2-5, and there were 6 people turning 
and at least 4 mentors there helping.  That still left at least 3 lathes available, 
including 2 of the larger lathes.  There were probably even more there for the 
evening shift, 6-9. 
 
So if you are having trouble with a certain cut, don’t know how to make that special 
item, or have trouble sharpening, see page 18-19. 
 

  
     Peter Bills 

     CAT Newsletter Editor  
 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 

 
 

ARE YOUR 2016 MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID UP?  
 

Membership dues for 2016 will be accepted at any meeting. If you are not able to at-
tend, please make your checks out to Catoctin Area Turners and mail them to our 
Treasurer, Dennis McCormick, 43665 Jernigan Terrace, Lansdowne, VA 20176  

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 
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CAT was privileged to have Tom Wirsing visit us in April. 
Tom has a unique approach to turning platters and bowls. 
Since Tom resides in Boulder, CO there is not a supply of the 
hardwood species that we take for granted, hence he must 
purchase all of his turning stock and treats each piece as 
lignin gold. He tries to maximize size and minimize waste. In 
fact if you look at the previous AAW magazine you will see an 
example of that waste, the corner cutoffs of his platters, 
which is used to fabricate a mounting stand for his exquisitely 
turned and finished platters. Tom mounts his blanks to a 6 
inch faceplate. This prevents vibration movement while 
turning and allows his finishing technique to be fully utilized.  

 
After turning his outer shape with a 40-40 grind ½’ bowl 
gouge (which already has a fine finish to the touch), Tom 
will take his negative rake scrapers of various profiles to 
finish the exterior and shape the foot. The resulting finish 
is equivalent to sanding with 320 grit paper. Tom uses 
large #3 or #4 dovetail jaws to reverse mount the platter. 
The recess for the dovetail is cut at the absolute 
minimum diameter of the jaw set between 1/16” to 1/8” 
deep (no deeper). The platter is reverse mounted and 
the rim and interior cut and shaped with the 40-40 bowl 
gouge. The interior of the platter is finished with 5/8”, 55° 
“beater” bowl gouge. As before, Tom will use the 
negative rake scrapers to finish and remove all the 
imperfection on this face. The final result is as Tom calls 
it – The Perfect Platter.  
 
Tom also gave a great presentation on the virtues of 

CPMV10 tool steel (A11 powdered metal alloy with 10% 

Vanadium) and the use of CBN (Cubic Boron Nitride) 

sharpening wheels. The use of his digital microscope 

greatly enhanced the visual proof of the values of using at a minimum M2 steel and CBN 

wheels. All of Tom’s tools were CPMV10 (manufactured by Doug Thompson). Note that 

Tom was constantly grinding fresh cutting edges on his gouges and scrapers. He brought 

along his 2 grinders outfitted with CBN wheels (3-180 grit and 1-80 grit shaping wheel) 

and Stuart Batty grinding platforms all kept at set grinding angles – 22.5° for his scrapers, 

40° and 55° for the gouges and 20° for rough shaping of the scrapers. Only the leading 

edge of the scrapers are sharpened at 22.5° to minimize steel loss and to decrease 

sharpening time. An extreme setup but totally effective for a production turner. 

Tom Wirsing – April Demonstration: 

Photos by Jeter Benbow 
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Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 Natural edge bowl  
Cherry 

Scott Synnott   

Scalloped Heptagon dish  
with Pyrography   

Maple 
Charlie and Robin Wortman    

Flared bowl  
Cherry 

Charlie Wortman  

Off center off axis bowl  
with Pyrography   

Maple 
Charlie and Robin Wortman    
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

More Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 
Turned egg with pyrography 

Maple  
Charlie and Robin Wortman   

Hollow form vase 
Walnut  

Ken Nelson  

Copper oxidized bowl  
Maple 

Dave Swiger   
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Vessel with copper inlays  
Black Tupelo gum burl    

Dave Swiger    

Pendants  various  
Melinda Wirsing    

Natural edge bowl  
Apple  

Beverly Robillard    

Cherry bowls 
 Juan Gil    
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Lidded box with foot   
Spaulted Sycamore  

Paul Lion  

Natural edge bowl   
Ambrosia maple  

Juan Gil  

Lidded vessel   
Walnut and locust  
Darren Embree    
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Bowl   
Oak burl  

Harriet Maloney    
Open segmented hollow form   

Maple- walnut-cherry 
Richard Lowman    

Segmented shallow bowl  
Walnut, maple, cherry 

Richard Lowman    

Necklace   
Colorwood  

Harriett Maloney  
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Bowl   
Oak burl  

Harriet Maloney    

Vase - Hollow form   
Apple  

Bill Devlin  

Bowls (2pieces)  
Spray laq. dyes  

Ash  
Bill Devlin  
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More Show and Tell  -  March Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

 

Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 
 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 
More Show and Tell  -  April Meeting 

 

Show and Tell Photos by Jeter Benbow 

Frame for hand quilting  
with pyrography  
Robin Wortman    

Bowl  
Ash  

with acrylic paint  
Herb Witenstein    

Lidded “Tippy” 
box, bowl, and 

vase 
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos, 
and Miscellaneous Events 2016 

Editor’s Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 

 
 
May 19  CAT Meeting—Mike Sorge – Flared Natural Edge Bowl 
 
May 20 & 21  Mike Sorge Workshop 
 
June 9-12  AAW Symposium, Atlanta GA 
 
June 16  CAT Meeting—Ruth Niles Bottle Stopper Mandrel and Joyner Off-
   Center Pendant Jig Demonstration; Making Staved Turning  
   Blanks – Various CAT Members 
 
July 24  CAT Picnic  
 
August 18  CAT Meeting—Frank Jessup – Turning Dried Wood Harvested 
   from Green 
 
September 15 CAT Meeting—TBD 
 
September 17&18 Bluemont Fair, Bluemont, VA 
 
October 13  CAT Meeting—TBD 
 
November 4-6  Virginia Symposium, Fishersville VA 
 
November 17 CAT Meeting—TBD 
 

December 15 CAT Meeting—TBD 
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Odds and Ends 

Reston Association Spring Festival 
 
Our first participation in the 

Reston Association Spring 

Festival was a success.  

Visitors were interested and 

enjoyed seeing the wood 

turning (note the small fu-

ture turner in front of the lathe).  We had a great time and 

the management wants us back next year.  Thanks to all 

that showed up and helped. 
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More Odds and Ends 

Reston Association Spring Festival 
(Continued) 
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More Odds and Ends 

 

Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 
 

Where: 

The Blue Ridge Turnery 

16629 Evening Star, Round Hill, Va.  20141 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: 

Most Thursdays except CAT Meeting nights 

2 to 5 and 6 to 9 p.m. with dinner at a local restaurant 

 - Watch for emails 

 

For more information, you may also contact Dave Robinson at: 

president@catoctinareaturners.org 

 

************** 

“You Gotta’ Eat” Monthly Lunch Get-Together    

Watch for emails, as the dates and venues change! 

 “CAT East” Lunch “CAT West” Lunch 

mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
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More TNT 

Odds and Ends 
Continued 



 20  

 

Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting:  Thursday, May 19, 2016 

at 6:30 pm 
 

Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  
215 W. Loudoun Street, Leesburg, VA 

 
Our May Demonstrator:  

 
Mike Sorge 

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 W. Loudoun Street,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2015 CAT Officers 

President     Vice President 
Dave Robinson    Bob Parson 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Secretary     Operations Director 

Beverly Robillard    Charlie Wortman 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer     Program Director 
Dennis McCormick    Ken Poirier 
treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org  programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Peter Bills 
    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

 
 

Results of  a recent  
woodcutting party 

Additional Volunteers 
 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin/Equipment Listing 
 Jeter Benbow Gallery Photos 
 Chris Liebermann Group Buys 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
 Bob Parson Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 
 Mark Kaplan Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

To voice a suggestion or concern, or to submit an article/video 
to AAW, you are invited to contact CAT member Denis L. 

Delehanty.  Denis is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the AAW for 2014-2016.  His AAW email address is: 

denis@woodturner.org 

mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:denis@woodturner.org
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Group Buy Report 

   
 
 

Is there an item or two which you use frequently in your wood turning?  
Have you wondered if there is some way to cut the price?  Well, come to 
the back table and let me (Chris) know.   

 
The Craft Supply buy, CBN wheels, and lights are in and available 
for pick up at the meeting. 

 
Discounted items available are:   
 

 CA Glue  
 Both styles of Ruth Niles Bottle stoppers along with a new Bottle 

Stopper starter kit. Some Bottle Stopper Blanks in Walnut and 
Colorwood. 

 A limited supply of Jerusalem Stones from Ruth Niles,  
 
 
Chris Liebermann 
 

*************************************************************** 

 CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE— 

  
20% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping.  

 
Combine orders and save on shipping!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available. 

 
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those Turning Tools Sharp !!!  
  
CA SAVOY cadjsavoy@cox.net 
703-765-7268 

http://www.oneway.ca
mailto:cadjsavoy@cox.net
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Lathe & Equipment Listings 

 

J uan Gil maintains a listing of lathes which members own as a reference source for 

those who might be considering the purchase of a new (or additional) lathe.  Juan 

has added some complementary information including specialized tooling and other 

items of interest: 
 

1. Hollowing systems 

2. Coring systems 

3. Favorite turning tool 

4. Favorite homemade tool 

5. What model band saw 

6. What models of chainsaws 

7. Favorite website related to woodturning 

 

If you are in the market for a new lathe or any of the above mentioned tools and wish 

to speak to a member who has the tool, please contact Juan and he will get you in 

touch with someone who can help. 

 

Equipment Manager 

Juan Gil 

Contact Juan through the CAT website, Catoctinareaturners.org 
using the “contact us” tab. 
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

 

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Chasing Threads 

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Battlefield Shopping Center 
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE 

Leesburg, VA 20176  
Call Us: 703-737-7880 
Fax Us: 703-737-6166 

 Leesburg@woodcraft.com 

Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  

Tel (301) 695-1271   www.exoticlumberinc.com 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

mailto:Leesburg@woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Workshops 
  

Schedule through July 2016 
 
   May 13 Beginning Pen Turning 
   May 16 Sharpen Turning Tools  
   May 21 Bowl Turning 
   May 25 Turn an Octopod Bowl  
   May 28 Spindle Duplication 
   Jun 5  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Jun 17 Beginning Pen Turning 
   Jun 18 Turning Natural Edge Bowls 
   Jun 24 Turning a Ball 
   Jun 28 Turning a Lidded Box 
   Jul 3  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Jul 15  Beginning Pen Turning 
 
 
 

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website 
 

www.woodcraft.com 

C:/Users/DCR/Documents/Agent

