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September Demonstration and Workshop 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mike Sorge will be our September 
Demonstrator.   You don’t want to miss this 
one!    Two years ago, Mike wowed us with his 
Big Air Turning.   This time he’ll demonstrate 
with a totally different piece but his unique 
turning style surely won’t disappoint. 
 
We will have our first 5 day workshop with Mike 
on September 11-15.  See Page 10 for 
information on this workshop.  One space is 
still available as of this writing. 

Next CAT Meeting: 
 

Annual Anniversary 
Party 

Saturday, JAN 28 
Whitestone Farm 

5-8:30 PM 
 

Next  CAT Meeting: 

Thursday 
September 14 

6:30 pm 
Leesburg Volunteer 

Fire Company  
215 Loudoun St SW 

Meeting  
Presenters: 

 

Mike Sorge 
Turning Air 

 
October 19 

Jacques Vesery  
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 Welcome to the Fall season.  I 
hope our club picnic on September 
30 will have superlative weather, but 
we will have a great time irrespective 
of it, although at least it shouldn’t be 
in the 100 degree vein. 
 CAT had a fantastic youth 

turning event in August.  On Saturday, August 19
th
 we were able to make 

24 cub scouts, their parents, and our club member participants very 

happy.  Zeeshan Rasheed is cubmaster for Pack 1576, and he was able 

to arrange for a terrific venue at the All Dulles Area Muslim Society 

(ADAMS) center in Sterling.  The scout parents moved lathes to the site, 

and back again, we had terrific club volunteers to mentor at each of the 

eight lathe stations that we set up, and all scouts turned an ice cream 

scoop.  I saw a lot of smiling faces on the scouts, their parents, the 

mentors, and the other club volunteers who helped out to make this 

event a success.  I am sure that I will leave out a name or two of the 

many volunteers who made this event possible, but I want to personally 

thank Pete Bills, Dave Tater, Charlie Wortman, Tom Smart, Bryan 

Boston, Ken Poirier, Scott Synnott, Dave Swiger, Denis Delehanty, Doug 

Balzer, Juan Gil, Zeeshan Rasheed  and Rosemarie Wortman for all of 

the help we needed to successfully coordinate and operationalize this 

event. Thanks to all for making this event happen.  After the event 

Zeeshan treated us to a tour of the ADAMS center; many of us, myself 

included, had not been in a mosque before the tour and it was a 

highlight of the day.  I am going to make this President’s Page 

intentionally short so that Pete can add a number of pictures of the 

event. 

 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page 
By Bob Parson 
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 A couple of other notes, however, that I don’t want to leave out.  

First, and sadly, the woodturning world lost a great one when Binh Pho 

passed away on August 23rd.  He took a hard life start as a refugee from 

Viet Nam and made a magnificent life both personally and 

professionally.  He died far too young, and he will be missed. 

 Secondly, I want to thank John Grant for stepping up to fill the 

vacant Treasurer position for the remainder of the year.  Thanks, John!   

Thanks for listening! 
 

“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural 

 

Now let’s see some pictures of scout training. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-cont’d 
By Bob Parson 
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Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-cont’d 
By Bob Parson 

AAW approved our Club grant request and 
awarded us a new NOVA Comet lathe with 
all accessories to use in youth training.   
 
Doug mentors a scout on that new NOVA 
Comet lathe. 
 
Results are a very nice ice cream scoop 
and a happy scout and proud parent. 

 

Bob gives a safety briefing to the first group of scouts. 
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Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-cont’d 
By Bob Parson 
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Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

The President’s Page-cont’d 
By Bob Parson 

One group of 8 scouts, their parents, mentors, and scout leaders Zeeshan, 
Pack Leader (far right) and Rafay, Asst Pack Leader (far left). 
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There are two symposiums in reasonable 
driving distance coming up soon: 
 
The Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium, 
October, 28-29 in Lancaster, PA   
http://www.mawts.com/ 
 
The North Carolina Woodturning 
Symposium, November 3-5 in Greensboro, 
NC   
http://www.northcarolinawoodturning.com/ 
 

  
   Peter Bills 

   CAT Newsletter Editor  
 

******************************************************************** 
FACEBOOK 

 
To join the PRIVATE CAT Facebook page: 

 
First, create a Facebook account using the email address of your 
choice.  You do not have to provide any more personal information 
than name and email address and do not have to get involved with 
“friends”, etc, unless you want to. 
1. Sign up on the Private Facebook list at the welcome table at 

monthly meetings. 
2. Send an email to Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org requesting 

access. 
The email address must be the one you used to login to Facebook. 
Access is granted only to current CAT members. 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

http://www.mawts.com/
http://www.northcarolinawoodturning.com/
mailto:Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
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August was a busy month for CAT 
 
We hosted Stuart Batty for our 
monthly meeting.  We were all 
intrigued as Stu developed a 
different concept of the “Winged 
Bowl” for us.  Of course he used 
his famous 40-40-40 grind with 
commentary along the way.  The 
piece looks interesting but 
unusable … until you realize that 
it was originally intended to be 
displayed sitting up with the 
edge in a slotted base to show 
the wood characteristics from 
various angles.  The original 
purpose was to show off various 
species of wood, when Stu 
worked for an exotic timber 
supply house.   BTW Stuart 
signed this piece and it will be 
available at our January 
Anniversary Celebration 
Dinner.   Stu recommended that 
we not do any more sanding on 
the piece, thus demonstrating 
the finish that can be achieved 
with a well sharpened and 
presented 40-40-40 gouge. 
 
I 

August Demo 
By Dave Robinson 
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In addition to the club meeting, Stu did a two day workshop here 
at Blue Ridge Turnery. (For new club members, that’s my 
shop.)   We had seven turners of all levels and we all learned to 

create the 40-40-40 grind on 
grinding platforms.   Then the 
objective was to use it a lot and 
put a lot of chips on the 
floor.     The Norway Maple that 
we were using was so beautiful 
and plentiful that some of us 
couldn’t bear to only practice… 
and wound up with some very 
nice bowls.   
 
 

Norway Maple Bowl from the Batty 
Workshop.   Note: There is more of this material 
available.  See me at TNT if you are interested. 
  

Even though we made some nice bowls, our 
goal was to learn to sharpen and use the 40 
40 40 grind with the main objective being 
LESS SANDING.  Stu accomplished his goal, 
at least for me.   Since the workshop, I’ve 
retired my 80 grit paper.    I had previously 
watched Stu and Ashley Harwood teach on 
the 40 40 40 grind but had veered away from the pure teaching and 
added some of my own variations … that solved some problems but 
actually created others and left me with too much sanding.   This time I 
determined to set everything I knew on the shelf and pay attention to the 
teacher.   Wow!  This stuff really works!   Some of my pieces can now 
start at 180 or 220 grit.   More important is the lack of tear-out.   The 
small grooves left by my less than steady hand, sand out quickly, 
whereas that dreaded tear-out requires lots of 80 grit and may be so 
deep that it never totally goes away.   I do like the 40 40 40 grind and I’m 
almost convinced to start sharpening on a platform.   We’ll see.   I’m a 
work in progress on this issue.  

Stuart Batty Workshop 
By Dave Robinson 
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This was our first workshop where everyone was turning on full 
size equipment (16 inch swing or greater)   The difference was 
noticed and appreciated by all including our Workshop 
Leader.   We were able to provide this due to the generous loan 
of two lathes from the Mid Maryland Club.  Thanks, Denis and 
Dave!     CAT will reciprocate with equipment loans to them when 
they need full size lathes as well.    Some workshops, like the 
recent Harvey Meyer Basket Illusion workshop, don’t need full 
size equipment so midi lathes work just fine. 

Stuart Batty Workshop 
By Dave Robinson 
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September Workshop:  Mike Sorge,  Five Days 
 

On September 11th thru the 15th we will host Mike in 
our first ever 5 Day Workshop, again with all 
participants turning on full size equipment.  CAT 
members should be proud of pioneering this level of 
offering for our members as well as our friends from 
neighboring clubs.  Very few clubs in the country offer 
this type of experience to their members. 
 
Note: At the time of this writing there are 7 participants 
in this workshop with one opening available.  If you are interested in 
taking advantage of this rare opportunity at this late date…. call or email 
me.    I will catch you up on the preparation, tool list, etc.   
 
October-We are still waiting for confirmation from Jacques Vesery for 
the demo and workshop.   If Jacques does not happen, not to worry, we 
have multiple back-up plans with local and regional experts who are 
ready to go. 
 
November is Open.    But we should all be considering what we’ll have 
for Holiday gift giving.   Perhaps a group of folks giving mini-
demonstrations on various ornaments or other Holiday Gift ideas.   Let 
me know your thoughts on that….. 
 
December has historically been "Tips and Tricks”    Please be thinking 
of something you could share with the group. 
 
Temporary Retirement Announcement: 
I have enrolled in a 2 year Seminary program.  Some of the course 
work is in Albuquerque, but there will be a lot of reading and 
online participation required.   I’ll be retiring from the CAT Board 
for the duration of this schooling but look forward to serving again 
in 2020.   TNT will continue as my main outreach beyond my own 

art. 

Dave Robinson,  CAT 2017 Program Manager 

Editor’s Bench 
By Peter Bills 

Upcoming Workshops and More 
By Dave Robinson 
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“The Importance of Your Name”  
 

With school out of session for the summer I finally had the opportunity 
to spend time on my hobbies. Between quilting and pyrography, I had 
plenty to keep me busy. I had the pleasure of attending several skill 
enhancement workshops (SEW) at our sister club, Capital Area 
Woodturners, and had a blast building friendships as well as gleaning 
from the wealth of knowledge that abounds in the studio. On one 
particular visit something heart-warming occurred. It was actually a 
series of events. I watched the joy of people realizing they can sign their 
work in a permanent fashion. 
 
It started with one turner who completed a gorgeous burl piece with a 
clock inset. While I was looking at it, I saw blank space on the bottom 
and said, “You need to sign and date your work.” My wood burner was 
out and I urged Michelle to sign her burl clock. She was not enthusiastic 
about my idea and stated her lack of success when previously using a 
wood burner. With some encouragement and using my sample board, 
Michelle practiced writing her name using a ball tip pyrography pen and 
then when comfortable with the 
equipment signed her piece. Michelle 
was so pleased with the results she 
began showing others her signed work. 
A little later another turner came over 
and introduced me to her dad who was 
visiting from Columbia. He was working 
on his first hand carved spoon. She 
asked if I could help him sign his piece. 
Maria began translating for me and with 
a little practice, her 80+ year old dad 
signed his name. The spoon he made 
was to be a gift to present to his wife 
when he returned home to Columbia. 
The smile on his face was priceless and 
we had a “hug fest”.  
 

Member Provided Article 
By Robin Wortman 
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The joy felt in the room was more than I could have ever imagined I 
would experience and it was infectious. Before I left that day, five people 
signed their turnings/carvings. 
 
Reflecting on this I realized how important it is to sign and date your 
work. No matter how ordinary or extraordinary your work, if you spent 
time on it, it deserves your signature. It shows pride in your 
workmanship. More importantly, it will be there for generations to come. 
I looked back at some of Charlie’s earlier pieces where he signed his 
work with a “permanent” marker and his name had faded so we have 
since gone back with the pyrography burner and corrected those issues. 
Whether you carve or use pyrography you need to sign and date your 
work to truly have a finished piece. 
 
A few weeks ago while preparing for a family member’s bridal shower, 
my cousin was collecting family recipes for the bride-to-be and I came 
across some of my mom’s recipes. Finding recipes in mom’s 
handwriting were priceless and my sister and I both shed a few happy 
tears. If my sister and I were this excited over my mom’s handwritten 
recipes, imagine how your family will feel with your signature on your 
work? It is more important than we probably will ever know. With the 
right equipment and sometimes a little assistance anyone can sign their 
work and have a truly finished piece that will stand the test of time. 

Member Provided Article-cont’d 
By Robin Wortman 
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The usual items will be for sale at the August meeting: 
CA glue: thin, medium and thick 
CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill 
Dispensing tips 
Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle stopper 

starter kits that include the mandrel.  I will also have a few of the 
newly designed stoppers for purchase. 

Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood 
Anchorseal – we are currently out of stock. 
 
New item:  I will have a stock of heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and 
gun metal for sale. 
 
Woodcraft and Mike Sorge orders will be ready for pickup at the September 
meeting.  Please make checks out to CAT. 
 
Scott Synnott 
 

*************************************************************** 

 CA-ONEWAY PRODUCT SALE— 

  
25% discount on most ONEWAY products, except lathes, plus shipping. 
 

 Free shipping on orders over $1,300.00 after discount.  
Sale from 8/18/2017 thru 9/15/2017 

 

Go to ONEWAY website www.oneway.ca to see products available.  
 
Will provide quote upon request. Happy and Safe Turning and Keep Those 
Turning Tools Sharp !!!  
 
CA SAVOY  

cadjsavoy@cox.net 

Member Provided Article cont’d 
By Tom Boley 

 

Group Buy Report 

http://www.oneway.ca/
mailto:cadjsavoy@cox.net
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Urn—Spalted Sycamore 
Box—Ash 

Potpourri Bowl—Ash 
Turquoise Bowl—Maple 

Pumpkin Urn—Red Gum/Maple 
 

Bill Devlin 

 

Bowl 
? Burl 

Burgan Pugh 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

From the Stuart Batty Workshop Same Day 
 

Pommell—Maple—Dale Bright 
Bowl—Norway Maple—Michael Summers 

 

Open Segmented Bowl 
Walnut, Maple Padauk, Yellowheart 

Richard Lowman 

Open Segmented Vase 
Walnut, Maple Padauk, Patagonia 

Rosewood 
Richard Lowman 

Win one, Turn one 

Bowl Turned and Carved 
Maple 

Herb Witenstein 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Small Platter—Cherry 
Bowl with Rim—Cherry 

Beaded Salad/Fruit Bowl—Cherry 
 

Scott Synnott 

 

Bowl 
Walnut 

Buddy Brewer 

Bowl 
Spalted Maple 
Buddy Brewer 

Bowl 
Walnut 

Bruce Vibbert 

Shakers 
Maple 

Juan Gil 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Bowl 
Myrtle 

Daniel Vilarino 

Stylus/Pen 
Oak 

Sophia Liebermann 

5 Pens shown in AUG AAW  
4 Natural Edge Bowls—Poplar, 

Rosewood, Spalted Elm 
Pen—Desert Ironwood 

 
Charlie Wortman 

 

Noisy Roller 
Pine, Maple, Walnut 
Zeeshan Rasheed 

Bowl 
American Elm 

Zeeshan Rasheed 
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ANNIVERSARY PARTY More Show and Tell  -  August Meeting 
 

Photos by Dennis McCormick 

Hand Carved Spoon w/Pyrography—Mountain Laurel 
Pyrography Sample Board—Maple 
Embellished Platter—Soft Maple 

Practice Pyrography Spoon—manufactured Spoon from Michaels 
 

Robin Wortman 
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos, 
and Miscellaneous Events 2017 

Editor’s Note:  This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities.  It is  
tentative and subject to change.  Guest demonstrators may also be conducting work-
shops.  Dates and sign-up details to be announced.  Please watch your email and our 
website. 

 
 
September 11-15—Mike Sorge 5 day Workshop 
 
September 14—CAT Meeting—Mike Sorge 
 
September 16-17—Bluemont Fair  
 
September 30—CAT Picnic at Edwards Landing Pavilion, Leesburg 
 
October 19—CAT Meeting—Jacques Vesery (Tentative) 
 
October 25—Board of Directors Meeting 
 
October 28-29—Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium 
 
November 3-5—North Carolina Woodturning Symposium 
 
November 11—Turning for the Troops at Woodcraft 
 
November 16—CAT Meeting—TBD  
  
December 14—CAT Meeting Tips and Tricks 
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Virginia Woodturning Symposium 2018 

 
 

Announcing the 2018 Virginia Woodturning  
Symposium! 

 
Nov. 3

rd
 and 4

th
, 2018 - Fishersville, VA 

 

The 2018 Virginia Woodturning Symposium will feature: 
 

Cindy Drozda Rudy Lopez Donna Banfield 
Nick Cook Barry Gross Frank Penta 

Graeme Priddle  Joe Fleming Mark St. Ledger 
And more to be announced later! 

 
In our 31,000 sq. ft. venue, there will be a total of 41 rotations covering a 
wide range of turning techniques for turners of all levels. If you pre-
register before October 26, 2018, the price is only $80 for the weekend! 
If you want to turn instead of watching, visit the Skills and Future Turners 
area where experienced turners can help you work on your techniques. 
Expanded Vendor areas will have a wide selection of tools and supplies 
for all your shop needs and desires. There will also be an Instant Gallery 
for you to view and/or display your turnings.  
Mark your calendars to reserve the dates of November 3

rd
 & 4

th
, 2018 to 

attend the Virginia Woodturners Symposium at EXPOland in Fishersville, 
Virginia. Check us out for details on the web at  
 

http://www.virginiawoodturners.com  
 

http://www.virginiawoodturners.com/
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Odds and Ends 

 

Thursday Night Turning (TNT) 
 

Watch your email for announcements. 
 

A Recent TNT 
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Monthly Meeting 

 
Next regular meeting: Thursday, September 14, 2017  

 
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company  

215 Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA 
 

Our September Demonstrator: 
 

Mike Sorge 
 

Turning Air 

 

Leesburg Volunteer  
Fire Company 

215 Loudoun Street SW,  
Leesburg, VA 

Entrance is on the west side/right 
side of the building. 

 
Please remember to park on side 

or in the back of the building. 
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2017 CAT Officers and Board of Directors 

President     Vice President 
Bob Parson     Charlie Wortman 
president@catoctinareaturners.org  vp@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Secretary     Operations Director 

Tom Smart     Jim Pahl 
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org  ops@catoctinareaturners.org 
 
Treasurer     Program Director 
Beverly Robillard    Dave Robinson 

 cattreasurer2017@gmail.com   programs@catoctinareaturners.org 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Peter Bills 
    newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org 

Additional Volunteers 
 Roy Aber Raffle Tickets 
 Burgan Pugh  Lending Library 
 Juan Gil Website Admin 
  Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Mark Kaplan Gallery Photos 
 Scott Synott Group Buys 
 Bill Milbourn Event Coordinator 
 Zeeshan Rasheed IT Tech Support 
  support@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Ken Poirier and David Roseman Newsletter Proofreaders 
 Dale Bright Mentor Coordinator 
  mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org 
 Dave Robinson TNT Coordinator 
 Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan Rep to VA Woodturners Inc. 

 

 

CAT is an official chapter of the  

American Association of Woodturners (AAW) 

 

mailto:president@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:vp@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:secretary@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:ops@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:cattreasure2017@gmail.com
mailto:programs@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:support@catoctinareaturners.org
mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT’s Mentoring Program 
It’s Not Just For New Turners! 

 

O ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors 

for our CAT Mentoring Program.  Dale would also like to hear from members 

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or 

simply for general turning skills enhancement.  CAT has an enormous pool of turning 

talent in its membership.  Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a 

mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized 

turning tools and equipment.  Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often 

leads to enduring friendships! 

 

Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be 

matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting.  You may also 

contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org.  Please include 

your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience 

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor. 

 

We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close” 

whenever possible.  Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel 

free to mention others! 

 
Areas of Interest for Mentoring 

 
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,  

Pens, Pencils, and Pendants 

 Bowls Lidded Boxes 

 Natural Edge Bowls Segmented Turning 

 Square Bowls Spindle Turning 

 Hollow Forms Thread Chasing  

mailto:mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
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CAT Member Discounts 

Woodcraft of Leesburg 

Battlefield Shopping Center 
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE 

Leesburg, VA 20176  
Call Us: 703-737-7880 
Fax Us: 703-737-6166 

 Leesburg@woodcraft.com 

Store Website 

CAT members get a 10% discount 
Thursday through Sunday of  
each monthly meeting week!  

Dunlap Woodcrafts 
 

Near the Dulles Expo Center 
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151 

Tel (703) 631-5147  www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com 

Discounts are available to CAT members 

Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount 
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount 
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount 

 

Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open. 

 

Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701 
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,  

and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.  

Tel (301) 695-1271   www.exoticlumberinc.com 

CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items  
and lumber purchases.  

Please note:  Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as  
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.  

Exotic Lumber, Inc. 

mailto:Leesburg@woodcraft.com
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=575
http://www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com/
http://www.exoticlumberinc.com/
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Woodturning Classes 
 

Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes 
  

Schedule through November 2017 
 
   Sep 22 Turn an Octopod Bowl 
   Sep 25 Sharpen Turning Tools 
   Oct 1  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Oct 2  Wood Finishing Level 1 
   Oct 29  Segmented and Inlay Pen Blanks 
   Nov 5  Introduction to the Lathe 
   Nov 10 Beginning Pen Turning 
   Nov 25 Bowl Turning 
   Nov 26 Turning Simple Christmas Ornaments 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website 
 

www.woodcraft.com 

C:/Users/DCR/Documents/Agent

