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Our March Demonstrator is Sally Ault.
Sally resides in San
Diego, California. She
has a BA degree in Art
with a Crafts emphasis
from San Diego
State. She began
focusing on wood
turning in 2004 with
emphasis on lidded
containers, including the
Sea Urchin series, open
bowls, embellished
pieces, and jewelry.
Sally will demonstrate her Sea Urchin
box at our March meeting and
workshop.
Her work is shown in many galleries including the Dunn
Gallery in Hawaii, The Real Mother Goose in Portland,
Oregon, the gift shop at Anderson Ranch Arts Center in
Snowmass, Colorado, the A Store in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, and in the gallery at Studio 38 in the Spanish
Village Art Center in Balboa Park, San Diego.
She has won many awards and demonstrated at a number
of symposiums.
Her instructions for making a Sea Urchin box are on
pages 5 and 6.
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Membership Renewal
Last Chance to
Renew your CAT membership.
Dues remain unchanged at:
$40 for a Regular membership
$50 for a Family membership
$20 for Dual Chapter Club memberships
By renewing, you will continue to enjoy all the great benefits of
membership including:
• CAT meetings with nationally-known and regional
demonstrators
• Show-and-Tell
• The Club library of DVDs and books
• Attractive group buy pricing
• Cutting parties
• Discounts at Woodcraft, Exotic Lumber, and Dunlap Woodcrafts
• Thursday Night Turning sessions with great mentors.
Most important of all, CAT membership provides great friendships where
members at all skill levels are able to get pointers, suggestions, and
encouragement with current and future projects. The accumulative depth
of knowledge contained within the Club is truly astounding!!
Payment may be made at the website, http://catoctinareaturners.org/v5/,
by clicking on the renew button and following the prompts. Or you can
mail your check made payable to "Catoctin Area Turners" to the
Treasurer, John Grant, 37999 Kite Lane, Lovettsville, VA 20180. Last
option is to bring your check to our March meeting on the 15th and pay
in person.
By the way, this is also a great time of year to renew your AAW
membership as well.
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Hello CATs
As many of you know I came
down with the February Crud last
month and had to miss the dinner
and club meeting. I was in pretty
bad shape, and I also didn’t want
to pass it on to any of you. Thanks
to Charlie and all of the Officers
and other volunteers for helping
make the February meeting a great success. Even now as we start
with March I am still a bit under the weather, but mending just fine.
As we start Spring in 2018 there are lots of outdoor projects that we
are all planning. Of course some would say that we didn’t have
much of a Winter…my snow thrower just may need to be returned
to its storage place in the shed under my deck.. I hesitate only
because once I do that it will likely snow!
As we head into warmer weather the bugs will be showing up,
and there is a new insect on the horizon that may be heading our
way from the North. The Spotted Lanternfly (not a fly at all, but
that’s it’s common name) is a pest that is native to China, Vietnam
and India, and arrived in Pennsylvania on a load of stone that was
infested with lanternfly eggs. Of course, entomologists are trying
to figure out how to eradicate the beast, since it has no known
control enemies here in the States. This insect creates a danger to
important crops in Virginia and Maryland: grapes, fruit trees, and
hardwoods. It kills by sucking out the sap. It also has a unique set
of transformations over its lifespan (five distinct stages) and a
distinguishing “feature” is that it creates goo all over hard
surfaces. Apparently, its favorite host plant to invade is the tree of
heaven, and It also latches onto hard surfaces, so it can hitchhike
on your clothes, cars, etc.
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The Editor’s
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By
Parson
ByBob
Peter
Bills

This beast has caused more damage to the Mid-Atlantic, in
less time, and is proliferating more rapidly, than most prior
invaders, and faster than researchers are able to figure out how to
control it. Rather than being primarily a flying insect, it hops or
runs. It does, however, have wings and can fly short distances.
Easy to recognize, the bug is about an inch long and half an inch
wide. If you encounter egg masses on hard surfaces, you can
scrape off the masses and place them in alcohol or hand sanitizer
and throw them away. In order to see the beast in its different
development phases, and to identify it, please go to the University
of Maryland Extension website, http://extension.umd.edu/search/
node/lanternfly and search for “lanternfly”. Let’s try to help out the
regions grapes and hardwoods by identifying and killing the
spreads of these beasts into our territory.
Click here for pictures of this menace.
So that’s my bug story for the month!
Thanks for listening!
“Keep on Turnin” – Mr. Natural
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Making a Sea Urchin Box
By Sally Ault

You first need to obtain a nice sea urchin. The Sputnik versions are
sold by Craft Supply and others. The Alfonso, Purple, Green and White
Mexican Urchins are a bit harder to find but Etsy and eBay are good
sources. You might even have a local source…or a beach to find them on.
To make the sea Urchin strong you fill it with insulating foam. I use
Touch N’ Foam No Warp Window and Door sealer. I get it on Amazon.
Another brand from Home Depot is called Great Stuff. There are 2 types…
I use the one for windows…it doesn’t expand quite as much.
First completely cover the sea urchin with foil and masking tape to
prevent any of the foam from getting on the shell.
Squirt in the foam…get it into all the areas. It will continue to
“grow” until it gets firm so don’t overfill…it goes everywhere and you will
soon see why it is important to cover the shell completely with plastic wrap.
If you overfill with too small a hole it can break the shell. If you get foam
on the shell it will discolor in time even if you think you got it cleaned off.
The Touch N’Foam says to fill it only 1/3 full.
Once the foam is cured remove the tape and plastic wrap.
You won’t use the whole can of foam unless you are doing a large
number of urchins but if you don’t clean the tube with acetone immediately
you won’t be able to use it again.
To determine the size of wood blank required you need to decide
what the diameter of the rim of the box insert will be and add a bit for
rounding to a cylinder.
Measure the height of the urchin to determine the length of wood
needed for the insert, add the desired height of the lid and the foot
(including a longer than usual tenon) plus the amount of wood needed for 2
tenons and 2 parting cuts and that is the length of blank you will need for
the box. If you want a finial from the same wood add that length to the
blank or find a pen blank that is the same wood to use for the finial. A
contrasting finial or one made from a different material can be effective
too.
Round the blank to a cylinder, make a tenon on both ends and part
between the base and the lid. Put the base into the chuck and form the lip
that will overlap the hole in the shell. Shape the outside of the box (this part
won’t be seen) to the desired depth. Create a small tenon on the bottom for
insurance.
Cut in a step for the lid to rest on making sure it being cut into solid
wood. If you make the interior too wide you may cut off the rim of the box.
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Making a Sea Urchin Box
By Sally Ault

Make sure the sides of the recess for the lid are perfectly straight and
deep enough to provide a stable spot for the lid.
Hollow the inside remembering that it shouldn’t be too deep since it
is a small box. I generally make the depth about the same dimension as the
width of the interior. I gently round the bottom rather than making
straight sides.
Sand and finish the rim and inside. No need to finish the outside
since it will be hidden inside the shell.
Put the lid blank into the chuck. Determine the width of the lid and
the width of the tenon which will fit into the recess in the base of the box.
Give some thought to how the rim of the base and lid shapes work together.
The lid can be wider than the rim of the base, the same diameter or
narrower. It is a design choice.
Make sure the tenon on the lid is perfectly straight. The fit should not
be tight…this is a one handed opening box and you don’t need a tight fit to
work on the lid.
Once the tenon is the right size, create a slight dovetail inside the
tenon going deep enough to get into solid wood and then create a curved
recess in the lid. Sand and Finish the tenon, rim and inside the lid.
Rough out the shape of the top of the lid as far as possible while it is
still in the chuck. You can support the lid using the tailstock with a nonmarring insert while you are shaping.
Once you are close to the desired shape part it off (the wood
remaining in the chuck is for the foot) and turn it around in a chuck with
the jaws expanding into the lids dovetail recess. I use a piece of paper towel
to help avoid any marks from the chuck jaws. Support the lid with the
tailstock live center. (I use the Drozda point with the smallest pin in my
Oneway live center) and finish turning the top of the lid. Take very light
cuts.
If you are making a tall finial you should make the finial separately
from the lid with a 1/8” or ¼” tenon on the end…make the corresponding
size hole in the lid and connect them after both the lid and finial are
completed.
For the foot, measure the area to be covered by the shell side of the
foot. Round to a cylinder and cut a tenon that will be inserted into the shell.
Cut a small tenon on the end of that tenon to use when finishing the bottom
of the foot.
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Making a Sea Urchin Box
By Sally Ault

Shape the part of the foot that will touch the shell with an undercut
so the shell will fit up into it if needed.
Shape the outside of the foot making sure the base is wide enough to
give support to the shell. Part off with as much of an undercut as possible
so there isn’t as much turning to do when it is turned around in the chuck.
Sand and finish all the accessible areas.
Secure the small tenon into the chuck and support the foot area with
the tailstock for as long as possible. I use the Drozda point with the smallest
pin for this. Shape the underside of the foot as far as possible then remove
the tailstock and complete the cutting. Sand and finish the underside.
If you make a foot with a pedestal it can be made in one piece or in
two pieces similar to adding a finial.
Using a rotary tool with a small cylindrical sander or abrasive bit,
start cutting out the shell to the diameter of the insert. Measure carefully
and draw a line at the proper diameter. Shape the hole slowly so you don’t
crack off any shell. Keep trying the insert in the hole. Only take as much
foam out as needed. Don’t make the shell too tight against the wood in case
of movement of the wood. Glue insert into the shell with 5 minute epoxy.
Using a smaller abrasive bit make the hole for the foot tenon in the
bottom. Keep trying for size…again don’t make the fit too tight.
If you have a tall finial and/or a pedestal foot you will need to take
extra care to line them up since shells are not symmetrical. Glue in the foot
with 5 minute epoxy.
My shell local source is Ocean Gifts and Shells. They have an Etsy
store but it is limited. If you are desperate, contact me and I will get some
shells for you.
I get sputniks from cindydrozda.com or Craft Supplies as well.
Questions! Sallyault@cox.net or 619-415-5308
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Editor’s Bench
By Peter Bills

Be sure to invite your non-turner
significant other to this and next month’s
demos as they certainly would be very
interesting to all.
Dues. Dues. Dues…. The date for
payment of 2018 annual dues was
December 31, 2017. If you haven’t
renewed as yet, do it now. See page 2.

Peter Bills
CAT Newsletter Editor

********************************************************************
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February Demo
By Denis Delehanty

February Demonstrator
Bill Hardy
We thoroughly enjoyed
watching Bill turn a Needle Box and a
Shawl Ring at our Thursday evening
meeting. Bill started to turn in the
early eighties and is one of the
founding members of CAT and CAW.
He tells us that two things
encouraged him to turn production
quantities of items for the wool and
weaving crafts. One, he realized he
could turn tools for his wife instead
of purchasing them and two, his
first attendance at the Maryland
Sheep & Wool Festival, http://
sheepandwool.org/, where he
became aware of how many turned
items are used in wool crafts .
Bill sets himself apart from
other turners through his utilization
of exotic hardwoods, turning better
designed tools and his beautiful
finishes. Everyone came away with
some new techniques to bring to
their woodturning, plus we learned
of the opportunities available in
turning for niche markets.
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Show and Tell - February Meeting
Photos by Dennis McCormick

Pepper Mill
Cherry
Dennis McCormick
Bring Back Turning

Whistles
Various Woods
Zeeshan Rasheed

Natural Edge Bowl
Ash
Zeeshan Rasheed
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Show and Tell con’t - February Meeting
Photos by Dennis McCormick

Spheres—Cherry, Maple, Walnut, Unk
Stirring Spatula—Patagonia Rosewood
Charlie Wortman
Hanging Inverted Sea Urchin Shell—Sea Urchin
Shell, Spalted Elm

Sea Urchin Shell/Air Plant—Sea Urchin Shell, Walnut
Robin & Charlie Wortman

Large Vase
Chestnut
Peter Bills

Vase
Ambrosia Maple
Peter Bills
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Show and Tell con’t - February Meeting
Photos by Dennis McCormick

Tool Handles—Ash
Tool Handle—Walnut
Tool Handle—Soft Curly Maple
Heart Bowl—Purpleheart
Bowl—Cherry

Ken Poirier

Bird House
Spalted Maple, Ambrosia
Maple, Holly
Woody Johnson

Heart Bowl—Segmented
Maple, Padauk
851 Pieces
Richard Lowman
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Show and Tell con’t - February Meeting
Photos by Dennis McCormick

Bowl, Cylinder, Ted
Sokolowski Video
(Brilliant Finishes)
Ash
Richard Lowman

Segmented Goblet
Black & White Veneer,
Rosewood, Sapele Ribbon,
Curly Makore, Padauk,
Maple
50 Pieces
Ralph Pugh

Hamburger Press—Black Locust
Platter—Maple
Eggs & Mouse
Roy Aber
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Show and Tell con’t - February Meeting
Photos by Dennis McCormick

Pressure Casted Pens
Alumilite
Heritage Students

Acorn Box
Walnut, Red Oak
Nick Wolfgang

3-Corner Bowl
Maple
Harriet Maloney

Painted Bowl
Maple
Herb Witenstein

Heart Bowl
Ambrosia Maple
Bob Kellstrand

Box and Branding Iron
Maple, Walnut, Bloodwood
Tim Gregory
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Show and Tell con’t - February Meeting
Photos by Dennis McCormick

Natural Edge Bowl
Red Maple
Dave Robinson

Heart Bowl, Boxes
Zebra, Ash
Dave Robinson

Bowl with Flame—Cherry
Bowl—Osage Orange
Bowl—Cherry

Scott Synnott

15

Member
Provided
Article cont’d
Group
Buy Report
By Tom

The usual items will be for sale at the March meeting.
• CA glue: thin, medium and thick
• CA accelerator – both spray bottles and refill
• Dispensing tips
• Both classic styles of Ruth Niles bottle stopper along with Bottle stopper
starter kits that include the mandrel.
• Ruth Niles barrel shaped bottle-stoppers
• Some bottle stopper blanks in walnut and colorwood
• Ruth Niles, heavy-duty bottle openers in chrome and gun metal as well as
her new style stainless steel bottle opener
Anchorseal - You can order and pay for Anchorseal on the website using
PayPal or purchase it from me at the March meeting. If you intend to
purchase it at the meeting, I ask that you email me the quantity so I can bring
enough. Use: drsynnott@verizon.net If you need some before the meeting,
send me a note and I will make arrangements.

Hartville Tool will give a 15% discount to club members who enroll in the club
program. Please review the message and files sent out on FEB 26 for info and
reply to that message if interested, or see me at the March meeting.
Scott Synnott
703-869-2031
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Upcoming CAT Meetings, Demos,
and Miscellaneous Events
Editor’s Note: This is not intended to be a complete calendar of activities. It is
tentative and subject to change. Guest demonstrators may also be conducting workshops. Dates and sign-up details to be announced. Please watch your email and our
website.

March 15—CAT Meeting—Sally Ault: Sea Urchin Boxes
March 16, One Day Workshop
March 23-25—The Woodworking Shows, Chantilly, VA
April 19—CAT Meeting—Janice Levi
One Day Workshop
May 17—CAT Meeting—Jimmy Clewes
Three Day Workshop
June 14-17—AAW Symposium, Portland, OR
June 14—CAT Meeting—Joe Kramer: Boards to Bowls

July 19—CAT Meeting—Tom Boley
One Day Workshop
August 16—CAT Meeting—Jay St Michael
September 13—CAT Meeting—Jason Breach
October 18—CAT Meeting—Mark Sfirri
One Day Workshop
November 3-4—VA Symposium, Fishersville, VA
November 15—CAT Meeting—Sorby Tools
December 13—CAT Meeting—Tips and Techniques
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Odds and Ends

Thursday Night Turning (TNT)
Watch your email for announcements.
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Monthly Meeting
Next regular meeting: Thursday, March 15, 2018
Location: Leesburg Volunteer Fire Company
215 W. Loudoun Street SW, Leesburg, VA

Our March Demonstrator:
Sally Alt

Leesburg Volunteer
Fire Company
215 Loudoun Street SW,
Leesburg, VA

Entrance is on the west side/right
side of the building.
Please remember to park on side
or in the back of the building.
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2018 CAT Officers and Board of Directors
President
Bob Parson
president@catoctinareaturners.org

Vice President
Charlie Wortman
vp@catoctinareaturners.org

Secretary
Tom Smart
secretary@catoctinareaturners.org

Operations Director
Jim Pahl
ops@catoctinareaturners.org

Treasurer
John Grant
Treasurer@catoctinareaturners.org

Program Director
Denis Delehanty
programs@catoctinareaturners.org

Newsletter Editor
Peter Bills
newsletter@catoctinareaturners.org

Roy Aber
Burgan Pugh
Juan Gil

Additional Volunteers

Mark Kaplan
Scott Synnott
Vacant
Zeeshan Rasheed
Ken Poirier and David Roseman
Dale Bright
Dave Robinson
Bob Parson and Mark Kaplan

Raffle Tickets
Lending Library
Website Admin
Webmaster@catoctinareaturners.org
Gallery Photos
Group Buys
Event Coordinator
IT Tech Support
support@catoctinareaturners.org
Newsletter Proofreaders
Mentor Coordinator
mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org
TNT Coordinator
Rep to VA Woodturners Inc.

CAT is an official chapter of the
American Association of Woodturners (AAW)
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CAT’s Mentoring Program
It’s Not Just For New Turners!

O

ur Mentoring Coordinator, Dale Bright, is looking for volunteers to be mentors
for our CAT Mentoring Program. Dale would also like to hear from members

interested in pairing up with a mentor in any of the areas of interest listed below, or
simply for general turning skills enhancement. CAT has an enormous pool of turning
talent in its membership. Whatever your level of turning experience, working with a
mentor can be a wonderful way to explore new techniques and try out specialized
turning tools and equipment. Working as a mentor is rewarding in itself, and often
leads to enduring friendships!
Sign-up forms for those who are willing to serve as a mentor—or who would like to be
matched up with one—will be available at the next regular meeting. You may also
contact Dale Bright via email at mentoring@catoctinareaturners.org. Please include
your name, address, phone number, and email address; also indicate your experience

level (i.e., Beginner, Intermediate, or Experienced) when requesting a mentor.
We will try to match interested individuals with someone who lives “reasonably close”
whenever possible. Here are some of the areas of interest identified so far, but feel
free to mention others!
Areas of Interest for Mentoring
Ornaments and small items like Bottle Stoppers,
Pens, Pencils, and Pendants

Bowls

Lidded Boxes

Natural Edge Bowls

Segmented Turning

Square Bowls

Spindle Turning

Hollow Forms

Thread Chasing
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CAT Member Discounts

Woodcraft of Leesburg
Battlefield Shopping Center
1067 Edwards Ferry Road, NE
Leesburg, VA 20176
Call Us: 703-737-7880
Fax Us: 703-737-6166
Leesburg@woodcraft.com
Store Website
CAT members get a 10% discount
Thursday through Sunday of
each monthly meeting week!

Dunlap Woodcrafts
Near the Dulles Expo Center
14600F Flint Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
Tel (703) 631-5147 www.dunlap-woodcrafts.com
Discounts are available to CAT members
Purchase $100 and receive a 10% discount
Purchase $250 and receive a 15% discount
Purchase $500 and receive a 20% discount
Give them a call prior to making the trip to be sure they are open.
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CAT Member Discounts

587 Round Hill Road Winchester, VA
tel: 540 667-2272
10% discount on Rockler branded items
10% discount on lumber
Discounts from between $50.00 and $200.00 on
certain machinery.

Exotic Lumber, Inc.
Located at 329 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD 21701
They have a great showroom, friendly staff,
and a wide selection of exotic & domestic hardwoods.
Tel (301) 695-1271 http://www.exoticlumber.com/
CAT members receive a 10% discount on all turning related items
and lumber purchases.
Please note: Some specialty items and items already on sale, such as
bundled lumber packages, are excluded from this discount.
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Woodturning Classes
Leesburg Woodcraft Woodturning Classes
Schedule through May 2018

Mar 16
Mar 31
Apr 2
Apr 7
Apr 8
Apr 9
Apr 13
May 8
May 6
May 9
May 11

Date Night-Turning Pens
Bowl Turning
Sharpen Turning Tools
Spindle Duplication
Introduction to the Lathe
Skew Fundamentals
Turn an Octopod Bowl
Turn a Platter
Introduction to the Lathe
Turn a Lidded Box
Basic Pen Turning

Please Reconfirm Classes and Dates at the Leesburg Woodcraft Website
www.woodcraft.com
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